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11th July—D + 1

At 0230, the Sirius and Dido were detached to proceed ahead to Bone.
An executive signal from the Commander-in-Chief (received at 1016) advancing
operation “ Fracture” by 24 hours, was delayed 40 minutes in decyphering.
In consequence action was not taken until 1100, when course was altered
to 080° and speed worked up to 27 knots to compensate for the delay. The
cruisers were recalled and the Isis, unable to maintain sufficient speed was
ordered to Bone with instructions to rejoin at a rendezvous at 0600/12. At 1545
the cruisers rejoined ; while passing Group ‘D" which was engaged in
sweeping, one of the corvettes dropped a depth charge and Force WA T
an emergency turn. About 1700, as slight engine troubles in the battleships
caused temporary reductions of speed, the Commander-in-Chief was informed
that the battleships would be half an hour and the cruisers a quarter of an hour
behind the time ordered for the bombardment, 0125, 12th July.

At 2200, the Sirius and Dido were detached to bombard Marsala.

58. OPERATION < FRACTURE ”’

Operation *“ Fracture ” was planned as a diversion, with the object of
creating the impression that a descent would be made on the west coast of
Sicily. It was hoped, that the effect would be to pin down or at least delay the
movement of enemy reinforcements to the actual area of assault on the south-

eastern corner of the island.

12th July—D + 2

The battleships’ approach course ran through two datum positions:
Ain 37° 45’ N.,9° 46’ E., and B in 38° 11}’ N., 12° 10’ E, which was reached
at 0123. The 27th Destroyer Division ahead of the battleships, closed to within
9,000 yards of Levanzo Island, while the 28th Division acted as a screen.

Bombardment of Levanzo Island

At 0139, speed was reduced to 16 knots, and the Howe opened fire at 13,500
yards with starshell at 0145, the King George V following suit at 0146.
The targets selected were three batteries and hutments in the north-east corner
of Levanzo Island, which was fringed with steep cliffs. The target area was
1,500 yards in depth, height allowed 300 feet, the three batteries being calculated
to be in transit when Cape Grosso bore 165°. Nine rounds per 5 -25-in. gun
with flashless propellant and H.E. shell were fired by the battleships. The
destroyers opened direct fire very shortly after 0146, with ranges based on
radar information. Their salvos were seen to burst on the cliff face and top of
the hill close to the northern H.A./L.A. battery.!

The majority of the battleships’ salvos appeared to burst on the left side
of the hill behind Cape Grosso, probably below the battery sites. The bombard-
ment ended at 0149, when course was altered to 055°. After the destroyers
had turned away, the batteries on Levanzo Island opened a spasmodic fire.
Some shells fell close, but none of the ships were hit.

1 The ammunition expended was i—

Jervis 59 rounds.
Arrow o she 2% 29 rounds.
40 rounds.

Paladin
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Bombardment of Trapani

The second phase of the o i
operation was the bombardment of i
;I;l}(lae 1‘221;%6(3)’& selected for t?e3161—1n. guns was Trapani town to the 235331?; rgf
ur, an area of 3,000 yards from east to west with
1,000 yards. F -25-1 e g ol
Colom%),aia Islan(()ir. the 5 -25-in. guns the target was Trapani harbour including

_ The Howe opened fire at 0152} with 14-in. H.E
King George V at 01534, the initial lz'ange being 23,000. ;:?r%li’ {)(éliggedllz)%fo 1:fhe
both ships. The 5 -25-in. guns opened fire shortly after the i4—in v§hen theoir
target range was 21,000 yards, bearing 127°. The Howe fired 17.,salvos fI‘OITII.
her 14-in. guns, and the King George V fired 39 rounds. The majority of th
salvos'wer‘e‘ estimated to have fallen in the target area, the Howe ry;: ort g
observing ““a few 14-in. shell bursts,” the King George P about a doP;el;l o
gf(f)égtltf smcﬁle completely obscured the 5-25-in. target area and the blindiné
alteredrf;nZQOo,gunS was most marked. When firing ceased at 0200, course was

During the approach and through

: Duris Op: ghout the bombardments a 1 -
illumination was visible on the land near Punta Barone. This itfl w?il;gceoz' :(g?l};eg
may have been intended as some sort of decoy for the RAF. ] 2

After turning to the retirement course, the d
: t tir ; estroyers dropped
of ielay action dev1ce§ consisting of depth charges, smoke ﬂoatsp gnd 2ng3vririlz?1§£
iﬁc ei‘:cs. These were intended to prolong the period of disturbance and attract
aCIeli :Végn‘ﬁ)onb Otfh any E-Boats or aircraft. Apparently the first object was
o , Tor both searchlights and guns continued to be active for a considerable

The followi i Gatain: )
Sl é) ; jzvmg points from the report of Captain Woodhouse are

(@) The bombardments were carried out without observation, and
therefore great accuracy could not be expected. ’

(b) Time for preparation of orders was very short.

Navigational requirements, arrangements of destroyer mov. i
‘ ents, eme
adequate screening against E-Boats, measures to be ‘z]aken if enenrll;crsir;c‘?erl;z?:rllgg
necessitated al‘geratlon of plans, were all matters of much concern. In th
crcumstances insufficient attention was paid to the selection of the 14—ine
target areas. The H.A./L.A. batteries to the south and north of Trapani
would have been better targets and sufficient accuracy could have been attair;l d
to support the idea that a landing might follow. 2

Captain Crawford (Jervis) sug i i

: ) gested that, as Italian batteries onl
yvltlen ships cease bpmbardlng, the rear retiring destroyer should con%ilﬁig
Intermittent fire during the withdrawal until out of range.!

Bombardment of Marsala

After parting company the Sizius and Dido
( ! proceeded towards M
%ilshes from an air attack in progress were observed during the Sappicr)saill?.
1Zoelg?rgbardcrlng)ltsgoirlsess%ected ran between the positions (a) 37° 46’ N :
2°13'E., an °41-8'N.,12°15-3' E., i n
e approximately on the 100 fathom

! The Howe’s expenditure of am iti ;
R 5'2%411' b round;num‘aon was not stated, that of King George V was
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The zones of fire were centred as fo!lows e
Sirius.—200 yards west of the railway station.

Dido.—400 yards north of the .pos.t office.
The bomi);rdment }vlvas carried out in indirect fire from 0148 to 0207, at a mean

hips steering 157°, 18 knots speed. The only results
Z%I;E?v%gz\i;g%oiﬁzr}iess,, t&e tShepright of g large fire started by the preceding air
attack, which appeared to coincide with the fall of shot. it
A few enemy guns (presumably A.A. defences) respondedf ﬁe i}jchirl: ﬁv%
the latter half of the bombardment, but no shells were seen to fall w

miles of the ships.? ] >

At 0515 the cruisers rejoined Force
withdrawal was effected with}(l)ut 1n(:1dt¢nt.
fichter cover arrived about the same time.

- Je\ft 1115, the Sirius and Dido were detached to Bone to arrange for ghi
immediate ftielling of the destroyers andAf01i4a31(1) a;/}zllﬂ%bltilA/hSipcsrzfr’ltCﬁ%rgg f)(%f
i nce of the battleships. At , the battleship .
%%rriggwgilfearhe: edestroyers fuelled. They sailed at 2015 and arrived at Algiers
t 0715/13. : :
5 On/ 14th July, Force “ Z "’ was ordered to sea by the Commander—lri—C}le'lef
following the receipt of an air reconnaissancedr«?potr}‘i tlf?t en:rrlréyFl;a;g es %p,s,

i i i owe
had left Spezia. This report had been received in the '

i ft cancelled the report. However, in
was ready to leave Algiers when the aircraf e kg
obedience to the Commander-in-Chief’s signal ( ; oot g

X s (D.14), Paladin, Pathfinder, Penn, Panther,
(S.0.), King George V, Jervis ( 3 s e
at 1220. The Sirius and Dido from joine I
a‘lc-(:)cle;(()l/el%to\;?lin the ““ false alarm *’ was finally clea:iretd uglthe Szgrzlusl gtrild JDutlc;o
, d Force “ Z” returned to Algiers .
by g At T Sicily was finally freed of the enemy,
From this date until 17th August, when Sicily w : Sie T e
Sl ined at Algiers, except for one occasion on y, W
fvgtl;cgaysz werfrsli)int escortin%g the damaged Indomitable along the north African

coast on her passage to Gibraltar. 0 | o ;
5 At Algiefs during the period of operatlo’rrlh }éustky threecsh‘gziss v;irel é(;gt
i ife. e first occurren ;
and two damaged with great cost of life e
i Bjorhang blew up while loading
16th July, when the Norwegian coaster 57 i i et
ifank mines. The explosion set fire to the cased-p
%I;‘;Llf;[;;we II(1iz1maged another coaster and («I})(;l(;t of thfe tqlllay Ta;lgds (;:zt;is;c(la(})et:;c}\:vi;ré
: lties of which at least were fatal.
%(23(13?’3 Zc?)(v)vggsgl?e Fort Confidence out of harbour and beached her well clear
of the p,ort, where she continued to burn for several days. S
The second disaster occurred at 1000,.4’&‘1 August, when the t ; og o
Montée was set on fire by the spontaneoush 1gn1t1101t1 of ;moke g)g\):ég ((:>1resa;r b
ind the fire gained and two hours later she was t
i;l}%ag;gf Ovag/IIl.S. Arrow \gvent alongside her to assist fire parties from the Howe

) Fort La Montée blew up, setting fire to .the
et s e lsi?esth : ngris from the explosion for some time

ing heavy casual )
ﬁ:;xoz?n?:c(li tcl?: Ss‘jtralrgiouslyydamaged Arrow from being freed from the wreck and

iti i to rescue several men
t attempts by British and American volunteers
E:;gegcla%)lgﬁwadeckg in t1317e Arrow were unsuclt{:els)sful. f;[‘hefafter I—II)ai\r/It gfl {)}rlfxaf 1()1172
tée remained afloat until it was sunk by gunfire from Li.na.
éZr%% egThe fires in the Arrow were not got under control until 2130.

Z” in 38° 9’ N., 10° 45’ E., and the
The Isis joined the screen at 0620,

1:The g.rpmunition expended was i(— 7 5 o g .
%(:ius 5 3 7, = .. 499 rounds 5-25-in. H.E.
340 .. o S S =
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99. FORCE “Q ”. ENCOUNTER WITH AN ENEMY SUBMARINE

13th July—D + 3 (Ref. Plans 14, 16)

At 0420, while Force “ Q ” was patrolling at 19 knots in single line ahead
with the destroyers screening, radar reports indicated a surface target at
10,200 yards. Ordering the destroyers to take station astern the Euryalus led
round to starboard to improve the position of the squadron and target relative
to the moon. The radar reports continuing, at 0432, the Euryalus fired starshell
at the target, range 5,800 yards, which in the starshell’s illumination was seen
to be a submarine on the surface. The squadron was immediately turned
90° to starboard and the Ilex and Echo were detached to hunt with orders to
rejoin an hour later if not in contact. The Cleopatra had also detected the
submarine, which it was thought may have been working with aircraft. The
turn away was made before the cruisers could open fire, and Captain Bush in
his report regretted not having ordered a blind radar barrage by all ships as
soon as starshell were fired. Such action, he remarks, might have resulted in
damaging the submarine before she could dive.

Leaving the destroyers to continue their hunt, the cruisers proceeded to
rejoin Force “ H.”

Two minutes after the Ilex and Echo at 0446, had begun sweeping at 16
knots, they fired at and drove off an enemy aircraft threatening to attack.
The Ilex obtained “ non-sub " contacts at 0502 and 0510 before a firm contact
was obtained at about 700 yards on the port bow at 0535, in 37° 25’ N., 16° 07 E.
After six depth charge attacks by the Ilex, the Echo made three attacks the last
of which forced the Italian submarine Nereide to the surface at 0655, and both
destroyers immediately opened fire. The Echo scored a 4 -7-in. hit on the hull
below the Nereide’s conning tower, and fired four depth charges set to 50 ft.
while passing ahead of her The crew of the Nereide began to jump overboard
and she sank stern first within a minute or so of surfacing. The Echo rescued
five officers, including the Captain and 15 men, seven more men were picked up
by the Ilex. The destroyers then proceeded at 29 knots and at 0812 rejoined
the Euryalus and Cleopatra, sent back by the F.O. “ H” when aircraft were
sighted in their direction. The F.O. “ H” observed that the appearance of
these unidentified aircraft tended to confirm the suspicion that enemy recon-

naissance aircraft made a practice of following Force Q' each morning in
order to locate Force “ H.”

At 1720, the 2nd Division with a screen of seven destroyers was detached to
cruise independently during the night and Force Q" (Euryalus, Cleopatra,
Quillilam and Quail) proceeded at the same time on the nightly north flank
patrol.

At 1925, a signal received from the N.C.F. “ A ” urgently requested a
battleship bombardment of Catania aerodrome at 2130. As the lIst Division
could not reach the position in time the F.O. “ H’’ took no action, but the
R.A. “H” (Rear Admiral Bisset) whose 2nd Division was 135’, south-east of
Catania, shaped course towards that port at 20 knots until a signal from the
Commander-in-Chief negatived the proposed bombardment.

14th July—D + 4. Force *“ Q *’ attacked by Torpedo Bomber aircraft

While on patrol in bright moonlight, steering courses up and down moon,
Force “ Q" sighted and engaged low-flying aircraft from time to time. At
0206, when off Cape Spartivento the Force was attacked by six torpedo-bombers
flying low, probably about 50 ft. Two torpedoes were seen from the Euryalus
and the Quail reported that one passed within 100 yards.
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At 0715, Force “ Q " rejoined the 2nd Division and at 1215 was detached

to fuel at Malta.

When two unidentified aircraft closed the 1st Division at 0427 from the
northward, the Indomitable flew off four Seafires to intercept, one was engaged
in a chase of 70 miles during which one Seafire pilot baled out and was lost.

At 0754, a reconnaissance report stated that two battleships, a cruiser and
a destroyer had been sighted steering. southward from Spezia. Steam was
raised for full speed and by order from the Commander-in-Chief, Force “H "’
began to concentrate to the north-eastward of Malta. The report, however,
proved to be a false alarm and the 1st Division was ordered to Malta. Force
“(Q” which had just arrived off the Grand Harbour was recalled at 1750 and

rejoined the 2nd Division after dark.

15th July—D + 5
At 1700, Force “ Q ”* was detached to patrol south and south-east of Cape
Spartivento. A Ju. 88 reconnaissance aircraft at 1725 reported the 2nd Division.

The 1st Division with the Awrora, Penclope and eight destroyers sailed
from Malta at 1800 to relieve the 2nd Division. Information derived from
signals indicated that a bombardment of the Catania area would probably be
ordered during the following day. Accordingly course was shaped to reach a
position about 60" eastward of Cape Passero at 0600/16.

Before dark, the Indomitable was stationed astern of the Rodney in order
to facilitate flying operations. Two hours after sunset the Force was formed
according to Cruising Diagram No. 23, with one cruiser stationed at the head
of the column and the other astern of the Indomitable.

The F.O. “ H” deeming the submarine menace to be greater than that of
air attack ordered a night A.S.V. air search ahead of the Fleet. For this six
Albacores were flown off the Indomitable at 2230 with orders to return at
0200/16, meanwhile the Force maintained the second degree of A.A. readiness,

zig-zagging at 16 knots speed.

60. H.M.S. “ INDOMITABLE » TORPEDOED BY AN ENEMY AIRCRAFT

16th July—D -+ 6 (Ref. Plan 16) :

At 0020, the Nelson’s radar obtained an echo bearing 057°, eight miles.
“ probably aircraft ”” and about two minutes later the air defence officer reported
an aircraft in sight 2} miles ahead. He had already brought the armament to
immediate notice and given orders to open a blind T/A barrage, but on sighting
the aircraft, being doubtful of its identity, ordered ‘““ Check Fire ”.

The initial radar report did not reach the Admiral’s bridge, where the
first intimation was the sighting report at about 0023. Immediately afterwards
the Nelson opened fire and noise prevented transmission of a manceuvring
signal. In any case it would have been too late as the Indomitable had already

been hit by a torpedo.

The Indomitable’s report states, that from 2100/15 onwards numerous
single aircraft had been detected, which, after closing within 10 to 15 miles,
withdrew towards Sicily or Malta. One was observed patrolling for an hour,
others were plotted outside 28 miles. Between 2239/15 and 0015/16, surfac’e
ships which were plotted moving about 15’ off, may have been Force “ K.
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The weather conditions at 0020 were described as :
Moon, one day before full, bearing 200°, altitude 30°, moonset 0430
Wind ENE., very light ; sea calm ; very high visibility. ’ :
The first warning in the Indomitable was the noise of an aircraft’s engine to

- port. The general impression of those on watch was that an Albacore in

trouble was rfturning to land on. After a few seconds interval the aircraft
was heard to ““ open up ”’ and was sighted on the port beam and then flew over
:c‘he f?re part of the flight deck, apparently climbing. A signalman reported

she’s dropped something ”’ and the officer of the watch ordered  Hard-a-
port. Full ahead.” Before this attempt at avoiding action could take effect
about 15 seconds after the first alarm, a torpedo struck the ship on her por£
side ab'reast_the' boiler room. The Indomitable did not open fire on the aircraft
whose identity it is stated was not established. The position of the attack was
reported by the F.O. “H " as 36° 22’ N., 16° 08’ E. (52" eastward of Cape
Passero).

The Indomitable listing some 12° to port reduced speed and altered course
northward directly away from the moon. After righting the ship by counter-
flooding it was found that the internal damage was confined to the port boiler
room and adjacent compartments, and that P.2 pom-pom had been put out
of action. The casualties were two stoker P.O.s and five stokers killed.

 On seeing the Indomitable dropping astern, the F.O. “ H " ordered the -
Piorun (P) and Echo to join her and when the Indomitable was seen to have
turr}ed right r_ound, jche course of the Fleet was altered at 0400 to follow her.
?)Nhll'e e(})(fggtlgg fclhls m;lgieuvre,l radar reports of aircraft were received
earing , 8 miles an 5° 3% miles. A sec ( ibs
effectually drove off these aircraft? by el S

The Ilex was ordered to join the Indomitable and the Fleet manceuvred

to bring the Indomitable inside the screen, which was accomplished by 0350
During this period, the Albacore aircraft flew round near the Fleet before they.
understood that they were to return to Malta.
. At 0246 the Indomitable reported her maximum speed at 14 knots and that
1t was necessary to return to port for examination and shoring her bulkheads.
Later to prevent increase of flooding her speed was reduced to 11 knots, and
she took station astern of the Ist Division. :

At. 0730_, __when‘ a rendezvous was effected with the 2nd Division, the
Indomitable joined it to proceed to Malta while the Formidable joineci the
Ist Division which then proceeded north-eastward.

In his report on the circumstances of the torpedoing of the Indomit
dic B0 ‘SR admitted that the Force was caugh%) nappigng, though constz.l;fi
stress had been laid on the importance of opening fire on aircraft in a position to
menace the Fleet, particularly at night. The following is a summary of the
reasons why, in his opinion, fire was not opened :—

(a) Most of the ships, especially those from the Home Fleet, had not
experienced air attack at sea for a long time.

() Four days immunity from air attack while within comparatively
close range of enemy air bases had tended to reduce the degree
of alertness.

(¢) The almost continuous presence of friendly aircraft, few of which
showed L.E.F., promoted a false sense of security in the minds of
the air defence officers. This, in conjunction with the knowledge
that the_I ndomitable’s Albacores were out on A.S.V. search, seems
to have increased fatally, a feeling of uncertainty and hesitancy.



106

Sec. 60-61 TueE INVASION OF SICILY

The Commander-in-Chief’s comments are summarized below :—

(a) The failure of the numerous modern radar sets to pick up the aircraft
in sufficient time was disappointing.

(b) The ships appear to have been lulled into a sense of false security.

(c) Although strategic requirements may entail the acceptance of risk
of damage we must not necessarily be prepared to accept damage
itself.

(d) An additional reason for the sense of false security was that many
friendly aircraft operating over the sea did not have their I.LF.F.
operating correctly. Many unnecessary interceptions were made
by fleet fighters on this account.

() The above reasons are the causes of the inexcusable failure of the
ships to open fire. An aircraft in a position to menace the fleet
must be instantly engaged unless it has identified itself in the most
positive manner.

61. H.M.S. “ CLEOPATRA * TORPEDOED BY ENEMY SUBMARINE

16th July

Meanwhile, Force “ Q ” (Euryalus, Cleopatra, Quilliam, Quail) had on this
night extended its patrol further to the north-east. It was only once menaced
by low flying aircraft which were engaged as it patrolled in single line ahead
towards, or away from the moon at 24 knots, the destroyers prolonging the
line astern. At 0500 the destroyers formed screen and speed was increased
to 26 knots. At 0617, in 37° 13’ N., 16° 00’ E., the Cleopatra was hit by a
torpedo, apparently from a submarine, on her starboard side abreast “ A"
boiler room. At the time the force was carrying out zig-zag No. 11 at half-time
intervals. Weather conditions were : sea smooth ; wind, Force 2 : visibility
good.

The Quilliam and Quail commenced to search for the submarine while the
Euryalus zig-zagged at high speed outside torpedo range ahead of the Cleopatra.
At 0635 the Cleopatra still remaining stopped, the destroyers, not being in
contact, were recalled and ordered to circle round her and drop occasional
depth charges. The Ewuryalus remained in company to afford A.A. protection
and ordered one destroyer to prepare to tow. At 0650 the Cleopatra reporting
“B” unit working was ordered to steer for Syracuse. By 0800 she was
making 10 knots with the Ewryalus zig-zagging astern and the destroyers
screening ahead. When the tug Oriana was sighted approaching from Syracuse,
the Cleopatra was ordered to steer for Malta with the tug following close astern.
At 0900 the Eggesford, Seaham and Poole arrived and joined the screen.
A Baltimore aircraft from Malta arrived about the same time.

At 1000 the Ewuryalus reported that the Cleopatra was not in immediate
danger. The Newfoundland (Flag of R.A. 15th C.S.) was sighted to starboard
at 1030, and shortly afterwards when Force “ H” hove in sight on the port
bow, the Euryalus reported favourably on the Cleopatra’s progress. The
Euryalus entered the Grand Harbour at 1630 followed by the Cleopatra and
escort half an hour later. The casualties in the Cleopatra were 21 officers and
men killed or missing and 23 wounded were sent to hospital.
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The F.O. “H ”’, on receiving information of the torpedoing of the Cleopatra,
had altered course to close her with the intention of providing fighter protection,
but by 0930 it was apparent that this was unnecessary. Force “ H’’ then
steered northward until 1130, when, not having received any request for a
bombardment, course was altered towards Malta. At 1215, as the Commander-
in-Chief signalled that a bombardment might still be required, courses and
speeds were adjusted accordingly. At 1420, the order to bombard Catania was
received. The Tartar, Oakley and Lauderdale joined the flag at 1530, and the
Formidable, screened by them, was detached to Malta. The F.O. Sy.’s signal
at 1704, that the bombardment was postponed was confirmed at 1855 by the
Commander-in-Chief and the 1st Division steered for Malta. When passing
Cape Passero two A/S contacts were reported, both “ non-sub.” During the
night six blind barrages were fired at unidentified aircraft.

17th July—D + 7

The 1st Division anchored off the breakwater at 0800, while the 2nd
Division was leaving the Grand Harbour for Marsaxlokk. At 0930, the
1st Division entered the Grand Harbour. While entering Marsaxlokk at 0916
the Valiant fouled the anti-torpedo boom with her port propellor. A signal
from the Commander-in-Chief received at 1215, ordered the 2nd Division to
sail at 1200 to bombard Catania. The Valiant on reporting being clear of the
boom at 1316 was ordered to Q berth while the Warspite (R.A. “ H ') Faulknor,
Fury, Eclipse, Inglefield, Intrepid, Queen Olga (G), Raider and Petard proceeded
to sea at 1320. The Ewuryalus joined five minutes later and took station astern
of the Warspite. During the afternoon the Warspite’s steering gear gave trouble
and the resultant loss of time had to be made good by increasing speed.
At 1750, the Laforey and Loyal joined the destroyer screen.

62. BOMBARDMENT OF CATANIA BY THE ¢ WARSPITE »

17th July (Ref. Plan 14)

At 1840, the Warspite was in position 180° Cape Molini Light 10 -45 miles,
steering north at 15 knots. Her objective was the northern half of Catania
town clear of the port area and railway station. The target selected formed a
rectangle 1,000 yards by 800 yards in extent, whose central point was the
barracks, with other military quarters in the north-east and south-west corners.

At 1844, the Warspite opened fire in position 141° Sciara Biscari Lt.,
13,000 yards, the range to the centre of the target area being 14,700 yards.
Salvos were fired at minute intervals, a procedure which while prolonging the
bombardment, facilitated accurate application of range and bearing corrections.
After A and B turrets had fired eight two-gun salvos, course was altered at
1850 to 020° and all turrets fired seven four-gun salvos until 1858, when X
and Y turrets fired six two-gun salvos. The bombardment ended at 1903
when course was altered to 150°. Speed had been increased to 20 knots at 1855,
when the Raider reported sighting a submarine. At 1859, three F.W.190s,
flew out from the land southward of Catania, passed astern and then up the
starboard side about 6,000 yards away to seaward. Flying very low and
extremely fast they were hotly engaged with 6-in., 4-in., and pom-poms, but
did not attack. Fighter aircraft sent after them failed to intercept.

The range and distance inland of the target area combined with the bearing
of the sun at low altitude over the area prevented observation of results in
detail, but the salvos appeared to burst in the target area.
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The minimum bombarding range was 11,400 yards. Only one gun missed
in the 21 salvos fired, the total expenditure was 53 rounds of 15-in. H.E.

An enemy battery, probably a combined C.D. and A.A. battery of 3-in.
or 4-in. calibre guns, opened fire at 1847 during the bombardment but none of
its salvos fell near the Warspite. This battery, from which flashes were seen from
three guns, situated near a chemical works north of Guardia, was engaged by
the Intrepid at ranges of from 7,600 yards to 11,000 yards. The Intrepid
expended 152 rounds of 4 -7-in. H.E.D.A. and reported that the target area
was well covered and that possibly one gun was silenced. The enemy’s fire
was wide for line and persistently 500 yards out for range, only one shell falling
near the Intrepid. The Laforey also engaged an H.A./L.A. battery and at
1858 the Lookout shot down one of four enemy fighter aircraft flying low over
the sea.

The Rear-Admiral, Force “ H”’, remarked, that the bombardment was
well planned and executed. To reach the bombarding position the Warspite
made good 23} knots with paravanes streamed over a period of about 5 hours,
a performance reflecting great credit on her engine room department.!

The F.O. “ H” considered, that the moral effect of the bombardment was
probably greater than the material effect.

At 1923, the Warspite, Euryalus and Eclipse fired pom-poms at their own
fighter escort. A blind barrage was fired to starboard at 2115 when aircraft
closing—215°, 3 miles, very low—were reported by radar.

18th July—D + 8
At 0035, a blind barrage was fired at aircraft closing in to two miles. The
force entered Marsaxlokk at 0635.

63. FORCE *“Q » OPERATIONS. SOUTHERN ITALY
(Ref. Plan 17)

At 1800, 18th July the Aurora, Troubridge, Tumult, Offa, Piorun ®),
Ilex and Echo left Malta to carry out a night sweep off the south coast of Italy.
The force passed six miles off Cape Spartivento and continued as far as Cape
Rizzuto before altering course to the southward at 0115, 19th July. Single
unidentified aircraft which approached the force from the southward on five
occasions were driven off. At 0425, the destroyers engaged an aircraft which
apparently jettisoned a torpedo before being brought down in flames about a
mile from the Ilex, which rescued a German officer and three airmen. : Several
men of the Ilex’s B gun were injured by one of her Oerlikon shells exploding
on hitting the fore topmast stay. The Troubridge (D.4), Tumult, Offa and
Piorun were detached during the forenoon to search for a submarine reported
by air reconnaissance, the remainder of the force returned to Malta.

By 19th July, the first phase of operation “ Husky " the landing of the
7th and 8th Armies was accomplished. The Flag Officer, Force “ H *?, from
26th July became Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean (Malta), responsible for
the general conduct of operations in the area south and east of Sicily and west
of 20° E. with the exception of the Western Task Force area.

1 The C.-in-C. signalled : * Operation well carried out. There is no question when the
old lady lifts her skirts, she can run.”
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Bombardment of Crotone

At 1300, 20th July, Force “ Q" (4
& ), > urora, Penelope, T )
gulzlllz)a?n, Piorun (P), Offa, and Petard) sailed from Miﬁta :gusb‘:’; %5 lTumult,
alabrian coast and bombard Crotone. gty
Thj targets were allocated as follows :—
urora.—Chemical works north of the t
Penelope.—Harbour area west of th T
' L e breakwater t
T'roubridge and Piorun.—Northern part of the Pe;eio?beel’)sﬂ;r%fasoo .

Offa and Petard.—B ity
EELE attery on Cape Colonne until silenced, then the

At 0153/21, Force “ Q" steerin G '

j 56 g 330°, at 25 knots in si i
'Il)‘isossdhtﬁ:miﬂgh a position 085°, Crotone Light six miles, S;ﬁ%leoggsegh%ad,
faou fgshot ; rogggrgoir;ddffgneﬁpe lfilre(iii starshell over the harbour, spotting t;fe.

) ifficult. e firing was howeve idere i
iitgﬁigge aii)éninencm.g c;1.(:curillte fixes by bearings of Eacf)): Sé%?gii:aﬁzfia%ggl’
d tracer indicated that the line was correct. A i
the Aurora increasing to 28 knots turned to the eastward anfc';ezegs‘,’eilmﬁiréultesy

When the ships opened fire a few b
ursts of A.A. shell were seen
but apparently the enemy gun crews retired under cover as tli‘;srdgllentirgﬁra’
agan;\ ur(l)tli the ships were withdrawing to the south-east Ptk
t 0215, when course was altered to 180° :
, @ radar echo obtai
pected to be from E-Boats, but a search with starshell reve::l:d %‘iﬁlg e

After the bombardment, an air rai
_ , an raid on Crotone landi
git;scfig\;fdczcr)n lge “lllllt Ill)irrf)gfge‘f:.mﬁosmbfly this raid prevented air refclgliftri(())‘rllr,l(}ogv 1?2
e i lles of the force during the night. Force “ )

28th/29th July

The Awurora, Penelope and six des i
: 1 troyers sailed from M
to carry out a sweep off the East Calabrian coast. The rozrircll, rillaa;nafgtl})lriggg

on the toe of Ital ;
el aly, south of Locri, were bombarded, several small fires being

3lst July/1st August. Calabrian Coast Operations
(Ref. Plan 17)

e ’I]‘Dlzsai.i:fus,.lamyalus, Dido, escorted by the Jervis, Panther Pathfinder
b iilg ist ﬁic(})lr:rg?ne f%r : (ci)perations against the Italian mainland
030, 1st st, way bridge over the Ri Oli :
but it was impossible to estimat g s e o
the damage. The E ’

bombarded the harbour of Vibo eV g e e

; tt alentia in the Gulf of San Eufemi

slight opposition was offered by the shore defences. After corr?pleilzlixfgmtlﬁé o;:;?f

tion the Ewryalus -
e B%)}ne. proceeded to Malta and the remainder of the squadron

1 o
Ammunition expended was :—

Aurora
Quilliam 72 rounds.
Penelope 140 rounds.
Pio;’un_(P) 68 rounds.
Troubridge : lg(g) rounds.
Offa .. i i s s .- a rounds.
Tumult ] " ahs = 2 =, .. 130 rounds.
Petard . = e = .. .. 88 rounds.
160 rounds.
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As a diversion to the above operation, the Aurora, Penelope, Laforey and
Lookout sailed from Augusta to rendezvous with the Faulknor (D.8), Loyal,
Raider and Inglefield, from Malta and bombard Crotone. The bombardment
was carried out successfully at 0200, two patrol craft encountered were sunk
and two big fires started in the harbour area. Only one battery replied, firing

three fairly accurate rounds.

9th/10th August
Force “Q” (Aurora, Sirius, Dido, Penclope, Jervis, Pathfinder, Paladin

and Panther) sailed from Bizerta, 9th August, to carry out Operation
“ Apnoyance.”” This was successfully performed, the Awurora, Penelope and
two destroyers bombarding targets at Castellamare di Stabia in the Gulf of
Naples, while the Sirius, Dido and two destroyers made a sweep towards Paola.
The Aurora reported that the only results observed of her bombardment were

a few white flashes.  The Force returned to Bizerta.

Disposition for Nightly Sweeps off the Italian Coast

Commencing on 12th August, new dispositions were made for the
employment of Force “ Q.” Nightly sweeps, to intercept enemy coastal
shipping by two cruisers and two destroyers would be made in the area between
Licosa Point and the Gulf of Eufemia to 38° 50’ N. Each division of Force “ Q"
would operate on two successive nights returning for the day to Palermo for
refuelling. A.S.V. aircraft from Malta would co-operate.

The Aurora (C.S. 12), Penelope, Jervis and Paladin proceeded from Bizerta
to Palermo on 12th August, and carried out the first sweep and bombarded the
harbour of Vibo Valentia successfully, the whole harbour area being set on

fire and a coaster blown up.

Night Sweep and Bombardment of Scalea, 15th August

At 1000/14th August the Sirius, Dido, Penn and Panther sailed from
Bizerta to carry out a sweep between Paola and the Gulf of Eufemia. While
on passage orders were received from the Commander-in-Chief to bombard
Scalea. The sweep off the Italian coast was without result. At midnight the
Penn was detached to search for a southbound vessel reported by a co-operating
aircraft to be off Cape Licosa.

Scalea was bombarded between 0130 and 0145, 15th August, by the
Sirius, Dido, Panther, at ranges between 7,000 and 9,000 yards.

The town standing on a hill was easily identified, and starshell illuminated
its details. The targets allocated were :—

Strius _ Northern half of town and shipping in the bay.
Bhida 6.5 .. Southern half of town.
Panther . . (1) Any enemy taking offensive action.

(2) Shipping in the bay.

(3) The town, in the absence of (1) and (2).

Area shoots were carried out, bursts being observed within the areas until
dust obscured the fall of shot.! There was no opposition and results were
unspectacular except for one considerable electrical fire and three explosions.
The Penn, having sighted nothing, rejoined at 0300, and the Force proceeded t0

Palermo.

1Ammunition expenditure :—
Sivius i . 5.o5.n. : 461 H. B starshell 38,

Dido .. . 5.954n . 348§ HE. 92 S:A.P; starshell 18.
Panther 4-in. : 98 H.E., 70 S.A.P., starshell 48.
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Night Sweep and Encounter wi
Valentia, 16th Augustwmh Enemy Vessels. Bombardment of Vibo

At 1815, 15th August, Force “ Q ” (Siri ! ‘
3 ; Sirius, Dido, Penn and P

g}elxil;rrjz ;i(}ezagrnyc (())llllr'ftz.rbgm}ia;%g})ent of Vibo Valentia. The IIItaliacrllmI{LIi)rs)p%:S

‘ ed a was permitted t i i

boarded. On approachin, i - .
g the Italian coast about 2300, extensi s

was seen from aircraft. No notice having b i ik

I : een received i ivity, i
uncertain whether the flares indicated talg”gets, or we;]: ofoéntilrﬁyagg‘g?;y’ s

At 0020, 16th August, after alteri
; , aft ering course to the southward
;c)};énc:;s;ci,r 6;ché: Penn reported enemy in sight,” two miles to“]:)?)rrt.paArzlllu:glitz
et n adcoastal convoy consisting of a lighter (possibly a barge gr
quicklggl Sunk)ba;’nthzwlg escortdcrﬁft (either R-Boats or M.L.s). One escortg was
L enn and the other blew up soon afterwards. The li
:gazlgéte Té);aﬁteq%/,huntll, as spotting became difficult, the Pcml;hz;' walgeolrlgelzlrt:é
e ot élzsneme; é)rfi finv(ght.h}el %t}:fr ships to cease fire.! Starshell revealed
18NS ; ; ich had certainly been sunk. Th
replied ineffectively in the three minu 4 : e
tes that elapsed before their d i
Iz}\(f‘;g}rl ;irede;g;:ts%gix;eg;c ]gh% Pfcmthz'. zlllnd Dido obtained surfaceeléchgztsnigtlgﬁlé
! -Boats which apparently retired i
signs of them were seen when starshell weFe ﬁred};n théier dia;tec}}cli%}ri.speed —

rang;hge?gr;l;la;déggnt of Vibo Valentia town and harbour was carried out at
ol and 9,000 yards from 0215 to 0230. The targets included
S a I\;mtor_y and the railway station area, but no definite results
ey attgéks V?Ieilenzg}lrllgbwas. visible Iiln the harbour, a few fires started by
ill burning in the town.2 Desult
observed but there were no s et T4 SABHET0H €3 the
: . here w plashes near any of the ships. In additi
(s)itézf:;ﬁ%résofF loxi-fcl;lecF‘ng }()i:i.vn‘;age orcl1 the enemy without sgfferingaei?}lﬁelr0 1(112:31;2:
; 2P, : : . :
B e botons rein B?Z:taz_m eruption of Stromboli and a total eclipse

16th/17th August

Force “ Q" (Penelope, Euryalus, Jervi )
' S , Jervis, Pal i i
as far as the Italian mainland vglithout]siglzliingaa?la;:girfgept - ot

17th/18th August

The night sweep by Force “Q” (Pen
_ elope, Euryalus, . ;
ggsl t::;g\égntél}lé. F(})urlfrilg tthearly hours of 18th August s“c]:ﬁ:zs'wiqlfgﬂ
7 rce i
R fe Tore ring 387 rounds. Smoke laid by the enemy prevented

1Ammunition expenditure :—

Sivius - 5-25-in. : 20 H.E ‘

7 & o .E., 97 S.A.P., starshell 28

- in. : ; e :

P;;Zz(t)h . o = 5-.25-111. : 20H.E., 77 S.A.P., starxshell 20;
er % .+ 4-in. : 31 H.E., 12 starshell.

Penn .. 32 .. 4-in.: 209 H.E.

*Ammunition expenditure :—

Sivius - 5:25-in. : 300 H.E

' : - in. : .E., 100 S.A.P., starshell 23.

gzdo - ¥ s 5~.25—1n. : 322 H.E., 101 S.A.P., 36 starshell
anther . 4-in.: 84 HE., 34 S.A.P. .

Penn .. i .. 4-in.. 309 H.E.
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Destruction of Enemy Landing Craft, 19th August

At 1000, 18th August the Awrora, Dido, Penn and Panther sailed from
Bizerta on a routine sweep of the Gulf of Policastro. Passing north of Ustica
the Force swept round the Gulf of Policastro some 3-4 miles off shore and
steered towards Scalea. At 0152, 19th August, a number of barges or landing
craft were sighted steering north approximately 2 miles from Scalea. The
Force opened fire setting two of the enemy craft on fire, while a third,
surrounded by shell bursts, disappeared from the radar screen.

At 0205, two more landing craft sighted further to the southward were
engaged without apparent result. The Penn and Panther were detached to
finish off both groups, a task they accomplished most effectively. The Penn
sinking three and the Panther two of the enemy craft.

Meanwhile the Awurora and Dido had steered south at 15 knots keeping
outside the 100 fathom line. At 0228 two more barges on being sighted made
straight for the shore as soon as starshell were fired. The cruisers followed
and opened fire at 4,000 yards range. One barge was set on fire and the other
was last seen with her bridge awash.

These craft which were about the size of an L.C.I. made no reply. Men
were observed jumping overboard from them and it is possible that more than
seven were sunk. After completing this successful sweep, the Dido, Penn and
Panther were detached to Palermo at 0630, the Aurora proceeding to Bizerta.

At 1830/19, the Dido, Penn and Panther joined the Sirius at a rendezvous
off Palermo to carry out a sweep between Cape Bonifati and the Gulf of Eufemia.
Nothing was sighted during the sweep, except a number of aircraft which were
apparently bombing the coast road near Paola. En route an unsuccessful
search was made for survivors of two aircraft reported to have crashed. At
0210 the Force altered course to return to Bizerta.

This operation was the last definitely associated with Operation “ Husky
so far as the covering forces were concerned. They were unable to prevent
the enemy from evacuating the remnants of his land forces from Sicily piece-
meal across the Straits under the cover of his batteries on the mainland, but
it is to their credit that at no time did the enemy make any attempt with his
naval forces, other than E-Boats and submarines, to interfere at sea. The
Allies command of the seas surrounding Sicily was absolute from D-day until
the last German soldier had quitted Sicilian soil.

1Ammunition expenditure :—

Aurora ' 2 i w B3 . <152 C:P.B.C.
Penn .. 2] Gy v 2% % .. 234 H.E., 14 starshell.
Dido .. - o e S o5 c. - 220 SAF. 160°HT,

Panther a5 = % s e By 126 HiE:

113

THE INVASION OF SICILY

OPERATION “HUSKY”

PART IV
THE WESTERN TASK FORCE

PLAN AND ORDERS FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF
THE ATTACKING FORCES

NARRATIVE OF THE ASSAULT LANDINGS
AND MAINTENANCE OF THE BEACHES

CHAPTERS X AND XI

SECTIONS 64-77
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CHAPTER X

84. OBJECTIVE AND ORDERS OF THE WESTERN TASK FORCE
(Ref. Plans 1, 2, 18, 19)

:marv obiect of the Western Task Force under the command of
Vice—I:Akg:mIi);:lnH.y K. ]Hewitt, US.N. (N.CW.T.F.) was: (a) to land sufficient
forces to capture a bridgehead on the South Coast of Sicily, (b) to capture and
defend the aerodromes of Ponte Olivo, Biscar1 and Comiso.

i ilitarv force of three divisions was to be landed on the stretch
of C(iosrt t?vlesstazl g} Cap}(la Passero at three beaches, designated CENT, DIME
and JOSS, between Cape Scalambri\ and Port Licata.!

The boundaries of the area of operations allotted to the Western Task

Force were &
() North—the parallel of 38° N. latitude.
(b) West—the meridian of 12° E. longitude. . '
(c) South-west—a line drawn 110° from Point Spadll'lo (Pe.m.tellarla).
(d) South-east—a line drawn 225° from Religione Point (Sicily).

i i inci he project.
In eeneral outline the following were the principal features of the p
A covrclar;gng force of cruisers would cover the eastward passage of the Western
assault convoys and of convoy K.M.F. 18 of the Eastern Task Force on D—2.
This force would make the passage of the Tunisian War Channel astern of the
N.C.F.1 convoy (from Oran and Algiers). '
The Allied assaults would be covered from attack by enemy surface ships
by Forces “ H”” and “ Z.” : j
On D — 2, Task Group 80 -72, consisting of three U.S. cruisers and seven
destro;ers would cover the eastward movement of the Allied convoys. During
the night of D — 2/D — 1, a British screening force of two M.T.B. and one
M.G.B. Flotillas would operate on the western flank of the Western Task Force.
At 0800 D — day, this screen would come under the command of the
N.C.W.T.F. Naval bombardment of enemy defences would be carried out by
a supporting force of light cruisers and destroyers.
i i long
The North Africa Coastal Command would provide fighter coverage a
the coazt of Africa and over the Tunisian war channel ; the Malta Command
providing cover during the approach on D — 1. ,
i ide
hter cover for the CENT and DIME attack forces would be provid
fromFi\%alf; (a:tnd for JOSS attack forces from Pantellaria until the Sicilian
airfields were captured and in operation.
i i i light
troops would be dropped behind the enemy lines during moonlig
on Ifziall:otg capture airfields and divert enemy forces from the beach
defences prior to the seaborne assault.

Hsmiaonrr i 1d not b ided its route was north of
2 Ni fighter cover for this group could not be provided as 1 ]
a minc]iilegll(li'c exgtending northerly from a point in the vicinity of Bizerta to a distance of

nearly 100 miles.
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British submarines would act as navigation beacons in the three western
attack beach areas. Controlled minefields were reported to exist off all the
southern beaches.

The following enemy ports were to come under the control of the United
States forces :—Porto Empedocle, Marsala, Trapani and Palermo.

As soon as Syracuse was in operation, maintenance of the U.S. military
forces would be undertaken through that port. After the opening of ports to
shipping of the Eastern Task Force, additional British landing craft might be
allocated to the Western Task Force, to assist in maintenance over the
beaches.

65. PREPARATION AND TRAINING PERIOD

A total of 601 ships and landing craft, together with 1,124 minor ship-borne
landing craft, were assigned to the Western Task Force.

As the Ancon was the only ship fitted out as a Headquarters Ship that
arrived in the Mediterranean area of operations, it was necessary, to alter
and partially equip the following ships and craft :—

Monrovia, Samuel Chase, Biscayne and eight L.C.I.(L)s.

In addition to the voyage repairs after the Atlantic crossing, it was
necessary to make several alterations in both landing ships and craft.

The erroneous loading of large quantities of spare parts and equipment
in merchant ships and L.S.T.s, which were not proceeding to the destinations
of the consignments, involved serious delays and enormous transhipments to
ensure delivery.

Amphibious training of the st Infantry Division and the 2nd Armoured
Division was conducted in the Arzeu area, while the 3rd Infantry Division
carried out shore-to-shore training in the Bizerta-Tunis area, and the 82nd
Airborne Division at Oudja. The assault forces were moved to their staging
areas by 22nd June, the date of the arrival of the 45th Division at Oran from
the U.S.A. Rehearsals and special training of task groups were carried out
in the period 22nd June-4th July. These exercises, on account of the short
time available, had to be hurriedly planned and conducted on a reduced scale.

Landing Craft

For the beaches in the Gulf of Gela, means had to be developed to bridge
the gaps between grounded L.S.T. and the shore. The Navy pontoon
causeways were preferred, after extensive trials with the Army treadway
bridges. Ten L.S.T.s were altered to provide for side-carrying of one complete
causeway each. One L.S.T. was converted into an auxiliary aircraft carrier
for the transport and launching of Army Cub spotting planes and another was
modified to carry G.C.I. equipment for control of fighter aircraft. Others were
provided with means for pumping fuel and water to shore tankage. In some
L.S.T's facilities were installed to render them available as hospital carriers.

The most important innovation, however, was the utilisation of six-davit
LSTs; 36 LS.T.s were thus able each to carry 6 L.C.V.P.s at davits,
permitting the embarkation of one company of infantry for the initial assault.
The L.S.T.s beached later to discharge vehicles.
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(8) Task Force 85—Cent Attack Force

Headquarters Ship Ancon, transport. Flag of C.T.F. 85 (Rear-Admiral Kirk,
U.S.N.) (Comamphorlant).

66. ORGANIZATION OF THE WESTERN TASK FORCE (U.S. FORCES)
(1) Task Force 80—Control Force.

Task Group 80.1. ' :

Force Flagship Monrovia. Flag of N.C.W.T.F. (Vice-Admiral Hewitt,
U.S.N.) (Comnavnaw).

Destroyer McLanahan (ex Desron 16).

Task Group 80.2 . Desron'7.
(Escort Group.) Plunket (D.D.431), destroyers Flag.
Desdrv. 13 Niblack (D.D.424), Gleaves (D.D.423), Benson
(D.D.421).
Desron. 8 .. .. Wainwright (D.D.419), destroyers Flag.
Desdiv. 16 Mayrant (D.D.402), Rhind (D.D.404), Trippe

(D.D.403), Rowan (D.D.405).

Ordroneaux (D.D.617) (ex Desron 16).
M.T. Bron 15—17 M.T.B.s (P.T.).

10—A.R.B.s P.T. 213 (repair ship, battle
damage, converted L.S.T.s).

Task Group 80.3
(Screening Group.)

Task Group 80.4

(Demonstration
Group.) :
Task Group 80.5 .. Keokuk, Salem, Weehawken, minelayers.
(Minelaying Group.)
Task Group 80.6 Orizaba, Chatean Thierry, transports.
615 JECT J1LLCT (1).161.C.l (1) (Britishj.

(2) Task Force 81—Dime Attack Force

Trans. Diw. 3 .. Samuel Chase, transport (Comampornaw). Flag
(H.Q. ship.) of C.T.F. 81 (Rear-Admiral Hall, U.S.N.).

Dickman, transport (A.P.), Thurstow, transport, Barnett, transport,
Oberon, M.T./store ship (A.K.), Lyon, transport, Betelguese, M.T.[store
ship, Stanton, transport.

L.S.1. (S), H.M.S. Prince Charles, H.M.S. Prince Leopold.

Comdiv. 8 . .. 6-in. cruisers—Savannah, Boise.

Desron. 17 Nelson (D.D.623), destroyers Flag.

Desdiv. 33 Murphy (D.D.603), Jeffers (D.D.621), Glennon
(D.D.620), Maddox (D.D.622). _

Desdiv. 34 Butler (D.D.636), Herndon (D.D.638), Gherards
(D.D.637), Shubrick (D.D.639).

Minesweepers Steady (A.M. 118) (ex Mindiv 17.).

Sustain (A.M. 119) (ex Mindiv 17.).
Motor Minesweepers (Y.M.S.)—6.
(A/S) Patrol Vessels (P.C.)—4.
(A/S) Submarine Chasers (S.C.)—8.
Fleet tug Hops (towing pontoon causeways), Redwing (salvage vessel).
L.S.T.—16 (including two carrying pontoons).
L.C.I. (L)—19.

Trans. Div. 1.

Leonard Wood, transport (A.P.), Dorothea Dix, transport i
Florence Nightingale, transport (A.P.), Mary Lee, transport )
James O’Hara, transport (A.P.), Alcyonne, M.T. store ship (A.K.),
Andromeda, M.T. store ship (A.K.).

Trans. Div. 5. ~
Charles Carrol, transport (A.P.), Thomas Jefferson, transport (A.P.),
Susan Anthowy, transport (A.P.), William Biddle, transport (A.P),
Procyon, M.T. store ship (A.K.), Arcturus, M.T. store ship (A.K.).

Trans. Div. 7.

Calvert, transport (A.P.), Neville, transport (A.P.), Anne Arundel,
transport (A.P.), Frederick Funston, transport (A.P.), Bellatrix,
M.T. store ship (A.K.).

6-in. cruiser Philadelphia. Flag of Cruiser Division 8.

15-in. Monitor H.M.S. Abercrombie.

(A.P
(A.P

Desron. 15 Davidson (D.D.618), destroyers Flag.

Desdiv. 29 Mervine (D.D.489), Beatty (D.D.640), Quick
(D.D.490), Tillman (D.D.641).

Desdiv. 30 Cowie (D.D.632), Doran (D.D.634), Knight
(D.D.633), Earle (D.D.635).

Desron. 16 .. Parker (D.D.604).

Desdiv. 31 -- Laub (D.D.613), Mackenzie (D.D.614), Kendrick
(D.D.612). ’

Desdiv. 32 Boyle (D.D.600), Nields (D.D.616), Champlin
(D.D.601).

Old destroyers (ODD), Cole, Bernadou, Dallas.

Mindiv 17—Minesweepers (A.M.) Staff, Speed, Skill, Strive.
Motor Minesweepers (Y.M.S.)—12.

(A/S) Patrol Vessels (P.C.)—8.

(A/S) Submarine Chasers—4.

Fleet Tugs—Narragansett, Nauset (towing pontoon causeways).

14 LS.T.,, 8 L.C.T. (5), 6 L.C.I (L) (including 10 loaded for 45th Division,
3 carrying pontoons).

(4) Task Force 86—Joss Attack Force

Headquarters Ship—Biscayne, transport. Flag of C.T.F. 86 (Rear-Admiral
Conolly, U.S.N.) (Comcrabnaw).

L.S.I. (S) H.M.S. Princess Josephine Charlotte, H.M.S. Princess Astrid.

Com. Div. 13 6-in. cruisers Brooklyn, Birmingham.

Desron. 13 Buck (D.D.420), destroyers Flag.

Desdiv. 25 Woolsey (D.D.437), Edison (D.D.439), Ludlow
(D.D.438), Bristol (D.D.453).

Desdiv. 26 Wilkes (D.D.441), Swanson (D.D.443), Nicholson

(D.D.442), Roe (D.D.418).
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(4) Task Force 86—continued '
Minesweepers Seer (A.M.), Sentinel.
Motor Minesweepers (Y.M.S.)—6.
(A/S) Patrol Vess?:l}sl (PCz;g) -
ubmarine Chasers (5.C.)—26.
g?éesz‘z %ugs—M orcuo (towing pontoon causeways), Intent, R'ZSOZ%teL Evp
L.S.T.—40 (including 5 carrying pontoons; others carrying C VB

and fitted as hospital carriers).

L.C.T. (5)—85.
L.C.I. (L)—54. -
L.C.T. (3 or 4)—I12 (British).
L.C.G. (L)—9 (British).

L.C.F. (L)—7 (British).

(5) Task Force 87

Tmz%elta (A.R.), repair ship, Salamonie (A.O.), tanker, Vulcan (AR.),

ition
ir ship, Chemung (A.O.), tanker, Mount Baker (A.E.), ammunitio

gﬁli);lrléi;gmm (A.O[.g) ,(tanker, Tarazed (A.F.), store ship, Chamberlain
(A.d.), tanker, Winooski (A.O.), tanker, Mattaponi (A.O.), tanker,

Chicopee (A.O.), tanker.

THE APPROACH
b e (Ref. Plans 2, 18, 19.)

The approach plan was designed to permit daygght deployment of forces,'
i imult usly to deliver attacks in strength. i
& Or’(il‘iresircx)leteilnge Oa.ndy‘ciming of landing craft {p}nﬁ)yﬁ) salgnf érIorsn( ggrlll‘s;e};
i Bizerta, enabled the L.S.T.s (Convoy T. M. 1) and L.C.L
%l}nﬁ 8ir)lc}co Ifggdezvous and later make a landfall 270° five miles from Gozg %t.
at 1600 on D — 1) and thence to proceed north-westward to join the L.C: ﬁ
(Convoy T.J.S. 1) at 1800, near the meridian of 14° E., whence the approac
ade by the Joss force.
. IIr)luring}li) — IJthe weather proved most unfavourable for the craft convoys,
a westerly wind force 4 with a moderate sea. Howeyer, the Gozo1 landfall was
made on time, the L.S.T.s and L.C.Ls of the Cent, Dime and Kool* groups were
released and the Joss forces manceuvred to make their approach. : On 3
northerly course the L.S.T.s had difficulty in making 8 knots, the L.C.I.s a.rlx
the smaller craft made very heavy weather and gradually began to st_raglg e.
The L.C.T. convoy proceeded independently in order to ensure its arrival m

time to support the assault infantry.

9th July, Joss Force '
The Joss L.S.T.s and L.C.Ls had to be pressed ; as some L.S.T.s lost sight

i ups ahead and anchored in the wrong areas. The control ships,
i)iicgvl:ilsreni);g?;g Il))ecome separated were not in their proper positions to
assemble and lead the assault L.C.V.P.s to the beach.

However, the Joss forces closed on phe refer.en(‘:e'x.fessels and the beacog
submarine and all the attack groups attained their initial transport areas an

landed at their respective beaches.

1 Kool group was Task Group 80-6, carrying the reserve force of the Western Task
Force.

9
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Dime and Cent Forces

The Dime and Cent forces had been routed well southward of Malta so as to
make a long approach run. Dime force consisting of the Ist sections of Convoy
N.C.F. 1, passed through the tangent position off Gozo on time (1850), Cent force,
the 2nd section of convoy N.C.F. 1, was nine minutes behind schedule (1920).

The L.S.T.sand L.C.Ls of Dime and Cent forces headed north-eastward at
1600, and then steered courses that enabled the smaller craft to join the
transports, they experienced a considerable south-easterly set from the wind
and sea. Rolling heavily, some of the Cent L.S.T.s shiffed their cargoes and
the formation had to be manceuvred to permit shoring.

When the two sections of Convoy N.C.F. 1 passed northward of Gozo, the
LS.Tss and L.C.Lls were sighted athwart their approach course, involving
alterations of course, particularly by the combat loaders! of the Cent force
between 1953 and 2050, when the proper approach track was reached.

Meanwhile the Dime force had increased speed to make up the loss of time,
but the L.S.T.s and L.C.I.s unable to make headway gradually fell astern. The
approach formation adopted by Dime force was a single column of 2 cruisers
and 11 transports, flanked on one side by a column of L.C.T.s and on the other
by L.C.s. Due to straggling these columns became inordinately long.

At 2305, one division of the Cent force was delayed by Thomas Jefferson
stopping to lower and cast adrift a support boat ; the four ships next astern
of her also stopped to maintain position.

No difficulty was experienced in the approach to the initial transport
areas. Land was picked up by Radar at 2200 and the beacon submarine served
as a final check. The three British submarines employed as beacons : Seraph
(Cent), Shakespeare (Dime), Safari (Joss) had been exercised previously with
the escort vessels with which rendezvous would be effected. The submarines
took up their offensive patrol stations on D — 3 and maintained them in spite
of interference by low flying aircraft forcing them on occasion to dive. On
D — 1, the Seraph was sighted by the Cowie (D.D.) at 2318, the Shakespeare
by the Cole (D.D.) at 2215 and the Safari by the Bristol (D.D.) at 2230. The
submarines then retired under escort. As the Safari left her station two sticks
of bombs were dropped near her by Ju.88s. The Cent forces reached their
assigned area at 0040 and the Dime forces at 0045.

While approaching the coast an air raid was seen to be in progress over
Gela, where searchlight beams and A.A. fire were clearly visible. All the task
forces reached their rendezvous without detection by the shore defences.

From the direction of Licata a sweeping searchlight at 0030 illuminated some
ships, but apparently without arousing the enemy. It was realized that the Cent
force would be delayed in making its assault. At 0055 Dime force began lowering
landing craft. Three red flares were seen on shore at about 0200, others were
observed shortly afterwards in the Joss area. On board the Monrovia the progress
of the assault craft of Dime force was watched by Radar P.P.1.

In each area primary and secondary control vessels regulated and guided
the shoreward movement of the landing craft waves. These control vessels
consisted of A/S patrol vessels, submarine chasers and large M/S. Their duties
were well performed ; the landing craft were escorted in good order and
released to their respective beaches at suitable time intervals.

Vice-Admiral Hewitt wrote in his report that, ““ the planning and execution
of the approach from the standpoint of navigation and seamanship left nothing
to be desired and was one of the high-lights of the operation.”

! Combat loaders—transports.
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68. THE WESTERN ASSAULT
(Ref. Plans 19, 20, 21)

The assault by the Western Task Force was launched against a 40-mile
stretch of coastline which was divided into three distinct areas where the beaches
selected for the landings were separated by several miles. .

In the initial stage, covering the events of the first four days, each attack
force was independently striving to attain its immediate objectives.

On the right flank of the Western assault area, the task of the Cent Attack
force was to :(—

(1) Capture Scoglitti.

(2) Capture the airfields at Comiso and Biscari.

(3) Extend the beachhead to the line Ragusa-Chiaramonte-Caltagirone.
(4) Establish contact with the British forces to the eastward.

In the centre of the western assault area, the task of the Dime attack force

was to :—
(1) Capture Gela.
(2) Capture the airfield at Ponte Olivo.
(3) Extend the beachhead to the line Niscemi-Ponte Olivo.
(4) Establish contact with Cent attack force on the right and the Joss
attack force on the left.

On the left flank of the western assault area, the task of the Joss attack

force was to :—
(1) Capture Licata.
(2) Protect the left flank.

Although it was planned to make the landings simultaneously ; Rear
Admiral Kirk in the Cent area was obliged to retard H-hour until 0345, due to
delays experienced from the prevailing weather conditions.

The Landings

The landing of the army forces at their respective beaches is best studied
on Plan No. 21. The Cent assault was directed against beaches in the vicinity
of Scoglitti. Three Regimental Combat Teams (R.C.T.), comprising the
45th Division reinforced, were landed in L.C.V.P.s. The frontage of the
assault beaches was approximately 25,000 yards, the order of landing being :—

Beach Force Transport
Red e .. | 1stand 2nd Battalion, 180th R.C.T. .. | “ Calvert,” ** Neville.”
Green - .. 1°2nd Battalion, 179th R.C.T. = AN Horely Dix
Yellow .+ -'1st Battalion, 179th R.C:T. * Leonard Wood.”
Blue s .. | Asassigned during the follow up
Red 2 o .. | Asassigned during the follow up
Green 2 2nd Battalion, 157th R.C.T. . “ Thomas Jefferson.”
Yellow 2 .. I"1st Battalion, 157th R.C.T. ““ Charles Carroll.”
Blue 2 ¥ .. | Asassigned during the follow up

The 3rd battalions of the above R.C.T.s, embarked in the transports Frederick
Funston, Florence Nightingale and Biddle, acted as reserves.
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Dime

rontageat ot £ the o of ol HEa s Doachesof approximately 8,500 yards
:31,‘1}1:2 E:ggg.g;&:ﬁ?)i St{l;né:(g iinfnétr\%rPDivision reinforced (lessgf)rneaﬁ?'(lll.ol{ljj
‘;)ra‘;tr‘;lalézélhi1}2 tl(ljr’ci? hx?dlecsl in rfservé. : Tws %gftaljhgnAl:ﬁ:ﬁgg ;s&zl?:piﬁng;
in reserve in .eiéh.t LE1 (B.s.'c."?‘,ﬁf'jrg; grf (liarlzggxzhv(x)rgz f)ieach g

e B

Beach " Force Transport
Red } Ist R i

ol st Ranger Battalion . A28y £
Green 4th Ranger Battalion .. ' llgxl'xcli{g: Egl}iarles b
”SB('Iellow oo on |15t Battalion O6th RC T L. '0 #9i58 E‘ZEZ%L'?°P°“"'
- 1(11e2 s -- | 2nd Battalion, 26th R.C.T. .. : ryon .
Ge . 7 .+ | 2nd Battalion, 26th R.C.T.. v “ Thurs.t s

reen . | st Battalion, 26th R.C.T. b5 Stantom?

Joss

The Joss assault was directed agai i i
_ gainst beaches on either side of Li
Egglsbg’?t;g;;rrlnksmgc Otrlrllal,)tr small t;I)lorté dOilefranger battalion and three r(()agimlggtgi
ms, ising the 3rd Infantry Division reinfo
lt:i?c(i:ggsi rlllaijnél% an ?}Il)prlcz)x(lni‘ate frontage of 22,000 yards. The igi%erl?az(tifa(.ili:;
-L.As, the R.C.T.s.in L.C.V.P.s. One armoured
TR .C.1 ‘ red combat command
o2 landingoxlalv;esd: Ewlswn acted as a floating reserve for Joss force. The

Beach Force i Transport
Red.. s -+ | Ist, 2nd, 3rd Battalions, 7th R.C.T. Landing craft (L.S.T.)
Green, West 3rd Ranger Battalion .. ., Drincess Charlotte.”

“ Princess Astrid.”’

it

Green, East 2nd Battalion, 15th R.C.
, Gl 3 Landi
glellow o .. | 3rd and 1st Battalion, 15th R.C.T. e Lgﬁgigg g':g
ue & .. | 2nd, 1st, 3rd Battalion, 30th R.C.T. ¥ J Landing craft:
Floating Reserve

The floating reserve for the Western Task F.
- orce (Kool f -
ﬁr;fsi }?f i)r;e lgpml?at co}inrgand—an Armoured Divisio(n :r?d tc;g: eI)SZi’lasch?
m the 1st Division whic b i erry,
et Craft'were embarked in the transports Chatean Thierry,

Landing Craft

In the assault landings the method em
: ployed was to land the i
goops in LCV.Ps and L.C.As. The landings of the reserve and aff)sl?gvl&f-lﬁg
L%e\f" 1())n the other hand were gffected : Cent force—three reserve battalions in
. & aﬁé ;f)(;;;n tr}nsp(;rts } Dflme force—three reserve battalions in L.C.I (L).s
s ; Joss force—four immediat ~ i i E i
[ Toedesine i ediate follow-up battalions in L.C.I. (L).s
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Underwater and Beach Obstacles

No underwater enemy obstacles were found at the assault beaches. A few
sand bars and false beaches interfered with the beaching of landing craft.
Anti-vehicle and anti-personnel mines as well as wire were encountered above
high water mark. The naval demolition parties were not required during the

assault.

69. DISEMBARKATION OF THE ASSAULT FORCES
(Ref. Plans 19, 20, 21, 23)

Disembarkation commenced shortly after midnight, in spite of the adverse
weather conditions, which chiefly affected the Dime and Cent areas. The
lowering and troop loading of L.C.V.P.s and L.C.A:s was carried out in a
minimum of time with only minor accidents. Cent force being more exposed
had a number of craft damaged and lost time ; Dime assault waves were
cleared in 30 to 45 minutes.

The assault waves after forming up were escorted by the landing craft
control vessels to their lines of departure. From these positions they made
for their respective beaches and unloaded, returning as ordered to make a
follow-up troop trip. The direction, to ““ Extend the timing of assault waves
to avoid congestion on beaches ”’ was generally well carried out.

Cent

In the Cent area the landings were generally unopposed due to prior
bombardment and the 157th R.C.T. pushed inland quickly and captured its
initial objectives ahead of schedule. The 179th R.C.T., landed on the Green
and Yellow beaches, was delayed in its movements by extensive minefields.

The landing of the 180th R.C.T. was successful but was not made on the
correct beaches, consequently delay occurred in forming and marching off.

Dime

Aided in identifying their beaches by fires inland caused by bombing, the
first Dime assault wave landed practically on schedule (0245). Initial opposition
at the Red, Green and Blue beaches was light, at Yellow it was heavy and at
Red 2 and Green 2 fairly heavy. With surf breaking on the beaches, a strong
current and a westerly wind of Force 4, many landing craft broached to on the
beaches. The L.C.I. (L).s carrying the reserve battalions discharged their
troops at about 0330 and hauled off successfully, except L.C.I. (L) 220, which
broached to after losing her stern anchor and having her port propellor damaged

by shell fire.

Joss

The initial assault waves in the Joss area landed on time in the face of
enemy counter-fire at the correct beaches in spite of delay caused by weather.
The transport groups anchored between H-20 minutes and H-90 minutes,
apparently more than the planned distance of 3% miles from the beaches ; thus
obliging the assault L.C.V.P.s to make a long run.

At those beaches where the assault waves had not been able to keep to the
scheduled H-hour, congestion was avoided during the actual assault by sufficient
space timing between the waves.
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Destruction of Beach Defences

In the Cent area, destro i i
; , de yers covering the landing opened ~
minutes. The fire was lifted just before the first wfveplalzlededﬁ're iz':;[ gfelc‘z

enabled the 45th Division to b i
e e pi)anrelelg_ndEd practically unopposed and to establish

Remarks on the Landings

The Cent force having landed on a ver i
el havi y broad front ; its st iti
jvr;(jesflgfl:fi}ﬁ xzflf;{f dl(sitrﬂ?utgd a}ls)lrllg several miles of sandy be;gl(:z; at;llllr(r)lsl:enflat;?trsl
5 and mined. e withdrawal of landing. craf i
although surf on the outer bar broached Py
{ ; to some L.C.V.P d
lost with casualties on rocks off Green e2 e
. d Yellow 2 beach S
handicapped where shoal water i i g s o
\ prevented the operation of t i
iar;? yﬁllg lgl?;llng craft l;ancmlmtered little diﬂicultg)/. Eigh(f? ouutgts).f l(gnLtgeIElglf)e
. reserve battalions of the R.C.T.s were able to dij ark thei
troops direct on land. 1In other cases auxiliar b e heir
L.C.V.P.s were utilized. The beaches w T o Lo Al ol s st
] : ere fi i i i
in the loss of some bulldozers, Dukws and gt}?;'n\(}e;?c?:s.heavuy PiRsdASE

In the Joss assault area, as ex
; pected, the Green beaches proved t
;n(;ita llll(z)lvfra%de(:éi m?é(; x;?rirow rog:lfly (tentrance, a north—westerll)y Zfoss Oset;e;rlxlg
: [ mpossible to withdraw or even 1
landing craft until after the succeedi a3t It sanied
It waves we h
the craft were not broached to, but o g
: ; tuck in the sand. At R
L.S.T.s had great difficulty in unloadinS : Myl
: ading due to the poor gradient
the L.C.T.s were sent in five at a time to the right ﬂlz)mk (g)f Regntarllgl.SOflgigig;

it was decided to unl i
R unload all L.S.T.s either at Yellow or Blue beaches or in

Minesweeping

Little opportunity was available
Ll , , preparatory to the operation, f ini
ilélarililéleei;wifgggﬁ consaequfntly the majority of C.O.s ofp minesv;’re:;etrrsaﬁvryel;g
enced. In general, first the channels and then th
eral, eit
areas were swept. Fortunately in the transport areas the mines werr(:;l r;f)ll)l(l)lr(‘%

and cleared. E i
g nemy minefields were found off and to the westward of Porto

Minelaying

On D -+ 1 a defensive A/S minefield was lai
. s laid to protect the t
Ilr‘lll}szg e;(viasalrzﬁ evilden(;e of §ubmarines being dangged or d?astrrac')r;fsgi) ritnart(?é
. ough a few mines detonated on D - 2. In the 1 i
of 14th July, during poor visibility two mines were detonated b; iig 1191:'252;;5

but Sh.e Sustallle(i Olﬂy minor daIXla € Ile mines lla"lll beell moore: 00 (&)
3 t

(C57333)
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CHAPTER "X}

70. NARRATIVE OF EVENTS. CENT AREA
10th July_D-day (Ref. Plans 19, 21, 22)

At 0040 the Ancon anchored and the first assault waves landed at 0354
unopposed. General Middleton (45th Division) reported at 0448, that every-
thing appeared to be going well. This success was credited to the effect of the
preliminary bombardment. An unloading shuttle service was started at 0600
and the transports began to move in to an anchorage 5,000 yards off the beaches.

At 0732 H.M.S. Abercrombie opened fire on Cent inland targets.

All the initial landings having been satisfactory, General Middleton landed
at about 0826. Unsatisfactory reports of the situation at Yellow Beach were
received at 1000 and when General Bradley (II Corps) at 1155 reported that
the operation was ‘‘ proceeding according to plan,” no information had been
received of the parachute troops or Rangers.

Rear-Admiral Kirk reported (1535) that Scoglitti had been occupied at
1415 and our forces had reached a position two kilometres west of Vittoria at
1215. Heavy fighting was in progress at the junction of the railway and
Comiso Road at 1450. Casualties were light and the 45th Division expected
to reach its planned line by dark.

The 3rd Transport Division was ordered (1753) to anchor off new beaches
situated 2,000 yards north-west of Scoglitti. All heavy guns and ammunition
for Cent force were ordered to be disembarked at the south end of Yellow beach.

11th July—D + 1

The transports were directed to complete unloading by sunset 12th (D + 2).

At 0300, it was reported that troops of the 45th Division were within a
mile of Vittoria and would attack Comiso airport in the morning.

The William Biddle (transport) and L.S.T. 382 sustained minor damage
in collision at 0530. Congestion on the beaches, and lack of personnel and
vehicles for unloading and removing stores caused several loaded craft to be
turned away from the beaches during the day. At 1555, a report was received
of the capture of Comiso Airport.

Admiral Hewitt (N.C.W.T.F.) visited the Ancon at 1630. All pontoon
causeways were directed to be sited at the newly-marked beaches north-west
of Scoglitti and the remaining L.S.T.s were ordered to unload there.

The Laub (DD) reported that four tanks had been destroyed in the area
by naval gunfire. At 1915 the situation was : Ragusa Airfield had been taken
seven transports were expected to complete unloading by midnight ; supplies
were moving across the beaches to Vittoria, but, due to lack of unloading
personnel, craft were being held up, some having to wait off the beaches for
three hours. : :

At 2130, the screening group commenced searching for an enemy submarine
detected on the left flank of Cent force.

Enemy batteries opened fire in Cent area at 2310, and a large fire was
started on the beach by a hit and run raider.
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The departure of the Cent tran
sports was cancelled. T ;
were ordered to be transferred to Dime area to assist unloa.diI:lV eg’;}é %I;C'M‘S
proceed to Joss area. - sy

12th July—D + 2

Unloading progressed ver

. y slowly and at 0915 was reported to b 7
?eld up by failure to clear the beaches and unload la'n%ing cra?ft escc? rgplete%y’
our transports had been unloaded : g 1l

The C.C.O. (Vice-Admiral Lord Mountbatten) visited the Ancon at 1150.

Asthe L.S.T.s, L.C.Ls (L) and L.C.T.s we ' i

> L.s, L.C.Ls (] 1eix re employed unload
delay was anticipated in using these craft for shutlzleyconvoys lr%%éragrsllzgg;sf,
were shifted to the new beaches, north of Scoglitti. ; P ;

Rear-Admiral Kirk advised all commands (1 i
: 601) that his fl
Zh&fte'd. ’Eco the Earle (DD) and the Ancon would s:iil with lihea%rzvr?slggr}:)se
f ncl;lrms 1r)atlon of Task Force 85 would be continued from the Ancon.
~Gen. Patton (C.G. 7th Army) established his command post on shore at 1700.

The return convoy consistin ]
: g of the Monrovia, Ancon, Samuel Ch
empty transports weighed at 1811. All the warships, and lanc;ieng c?zi(fzt’.all"lecT

mainin .
(C.T.F.gse‘;),,ere placed under the tactical command of Rear-Admiral Conolly

In the Cent area the targets of th i ips i
in the vicinity of Niscemi ang Butera. O S

13th July—D + 8

The C.T.F.86 called for a “
£ ! prompt and thorough amm 1
overhaul ” together with a detailed report of condition of all Ships, Yo

The Army Air Force having reported that its limits were restricted to areas

off the Task F - i
i nfodiﬁ(gic,e beaches, Rear-Admiral Conolly requested that the order

The remaining transports of Task Force 85 havi
unloaded, were formed into convoy at 170':(;: foor (;l;:xlllg B e taly

71. NARRATIVE OF EVENTS. DIME AREA
10th July—D-day (Ref. Plans 19, 21, 22)

The first assault waves of Dime force (Ranger Battalion i
kl{iaches at H-hour after encountering mediu<m ar%illery and m)agl(’i?tf? egdurgil:ér
. € supporting craft replying with rockets at the enemy batteries while the

estroyers fired at searchlights, bombardment of the shore positions becam
gentt)a.ral. ~While the coastal towns, silhouetted by fires aided navigation ae
(r)r:l;o ile air beacon near Scoglitti was observed to be still operating and at

45 the Philadelphia was ordered to shoot it out. The Savannah and Boise
;)}}l)ened fire on pre-arranged targets, H.M.S. Abercrombie was ordered to lie off

e transport area until dawn. Several of the enemy batteries engaged by th
Savannah and Shubrick were silenced by 0424. g bl

1i.e., landing craft.

(C57333)
F2
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Enemy air attacks which commenced at 0433 were continued at intervals
throughout the day. All types of aircraft were employed in high-level bombing,
dive-bombing and machine-gunning the beaches, landing craft and transports.
Attacks were made by large and small formations as well as by single raiders,
the last proving most difficult to detect. At 0438, the Maddox (DD) was hit
and sunk by a bomb.

All Dime initial landings were reported (0516) as having been successful.
Only at Yellow beach had more than light opposition been encountered.

The situation at 0700 was : the 16th R.C.T. had reached its phase line and
the 1st Division command post had been established. After 0400 only the
26th R.C.T. encountered any opposition. Nothing was yet known of the move-
ments of the Ranger Battalion assaulting Gela. The transports had begun
moving in towards the beaches.

At 0710 the beaches near Gela came under accurate shell fire, at Blue beach
some casualties were caused by mines. The supporting ships bombarded the
shore defences intermittently. At 0800, the Boise’s scouting plane reported
enemy activity near her target. Supporting fire was intensified and the Boise
and Jeffers opened fire (0826) on some advancing German tanks, the Shubrick
also fired at another tank column. These tank formations were observed heading
in the direction of Gela at 0900.

Further reports at 0919 described the situation as very bad at the Yellow
and Blue beaches where land mines caused many casualties, and traffic had to
be deflected to Red 2 beach. As this beach soon came under accurate shell
fire, the Boise and Savannah were ordered to silence the enemy guns. At
1005, the Boise was ordered to keep the advancing enemy tanks threatening
the Gela bridgehead under fire, and Admiral Conolly (C.T.F.86—Joss) was
asked to spare a cruiser to reinforce the Dime area. Accurate enemy fire on
Red 2 beach eventually forced the landing craft to be temporarily diverted.

The Kool attack force was ordered (1020) to an anchorage near the Dime
transports. Eleven L.C.T.s arrived from the Joss area.

Some 30 tanks, of the Herman Goering Panzer Division, were reported to
be advancing on Gela. When the enemy again began shelling Gela and Red 2
beach at 1100, the cruisers replied, trying to locate the source.

By 1212 Blue and Yellow beaches had been cleared of mines and were
ready to receive landing craft and vehicles.

As the 1st Infantry Division at 1430 was still in difficulties near Gela,
the Kool attack force was ordered to land in the Dime area and form an army
reserve force.

Admiral Sir A. B. Cunningham, Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean,
visited the W.T.F. area at 1530. He informed the N.C.W.T.F. of the success
of the British landings in the eastern area and congratulated him on ‘‘ competing
so successfully with weather and other difficulties

The enemy continued his attack (1632) in strength with tanks, artillery and
by air. H.M.S.s Prince Charles and Prince Leopold having disembarked their
personnel were detached to Malta. Kool Force commenced landing at 1700,
in L.C.T.s. The cruisers and destroyers were ordered to remain under way
during the night as a protective screen for the transports.

Following the discovery of more mines, Blue and Yellow beaches were
closed again at 1815; Red 2 beach was reported as the only one suitable for

Lats

'f{ 127

THE WESTERN TaAsk FORCE Sec. 71

At 1835, L.S.T. 313 was hit and set on fi i
an air attack ; the McLanahan shot down an 222&% Iezlfc;l;.f? .12 S hsalua

The C.G. Ist Infantry Division re
: > ported (1930) two h i
dl(\izfa;:b(‘zlﬁamg ’Fnd asked for more fighter cover. <An I),.S‘.}YI? wzs rs,setc(())xrlltililigotl)ls
:n (ir fC ,} - he C.T.F. 86 (Joss area) was ordered to send all available L.C M};
-L.L.s to assist at Dime and Cent beaches, where unloading would be

continued all night. The slowness of i
to inefficient working of the shoreSpﬁ:)trtlilerioadlng R b e

At 2150, the supporting ships intensified their e i
’ fforts to neu
fg:vr:r}(fi Ss ct(;lupterl;attacks near Gela, where our troops were being d;tirjelzilzebztlilli
reinforcemegir te;;lllgs. The C.G. 1st Infantry Division asked for tank
i meacan sa . The Kool Force reserves being landed could satisfy his
» but, as they had not landed in force by 2350, the request was repeated

11th July—D 4 1
The Butler and Glennon relieved the Shubrick and Jeffers for fire-support duty.

In an attack at 0635 by 12 dive-bombers and fighter-bombers, the trans-

ports Orizaba and B i . .
- b arnett were hit and damaged, and the Monrovia and Dickman

All available L.C.
B D?rne C T.s from Joss area were ordered (0730) to assist to land

At 0833, convoy N.C.S isti ? i i indi
e May?),) arrivédl‘ consisting of seven Liberty ships, Mindiv 50 and
Rear-Admiral Hall reported that reso i i
urces for reinforcing the sh
%fizesixhauijced and suggested the employment of soldiers togassiitS ucr)lli?)a%?;ty
pporting ships cruised close inshore firing salvos at the enemy positiori

and H.M.S. 4b ) i
o ercrombie was made available from Cent area to bombard the

A defensive minefield was laid to i
i seaward of the Dime tra t
H.M.S.' Colombo (A.A. cruiser) was ordered (1200) to reinforrcrtlesp‘c(;lr 2:{61;1.
protection of the W.T.F. anchorage. a8

At 1228 the army called for naval i
arm, support-gunfire against a f i
fligléc)ariﬁs advancing in the valley behind Gela. The Sagvamml;i r%rpnc:?ttilr?n Z(i)f
, that our tanks were in action, requested notification to all silips. =

In air attacks at 1535 and 1546 on
the transports and beach
fires were started on the beaches and the Robert Rozgcm (ammuni;i)neZilisl)e;,g:sl

. h 1 Onl one airc la“
hlt a.nd Set on ﬁ.re. E;()Ille ()t €r vesse we SE! y
Sels e near-mis d,

orderfccl 1t603, the Robert Rowan abandoned ship and all adjacent vessels were

e hgrs;:iri;ldcgasarsh At I'ZOO ih(ilblew up ; attempts by the McLanahan
: e was in shallow water. i

burn, affording a brilliant beacon for aircrafétl. Rirsianiss By i

At 1721, 13 enemy tanks were obser i
21, ved heading for the Gel
Eggu;:;rargi :Stt(allcksT ‘;;)ok pl(aitce after 2155, when the ngl urphy :nd 32110222(;}};22
- ed. e wind rendered ineffectual all attempts to 1 ’
screen (2300) to shroud the glare of the blazing R il o g
obert R f i
the transports. At 2230 Gela airfield was rep%rted to bg zfgl:dyr (}gi llﬁgt o

General Allen (1st Infantry Divisi i
rener : y Division) reporting (2345) heav d
bombing in the Dime area asked for more fighter pro(tecticzn, M}e,aigvhilcg Stt}llg

AF. reported th i
ey - nlzght ﬁghtz:; Sa.Lt least three attacks in the W.T.F. area had been turned
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12th July—D + 2

Despite delays in unloading, all but 10 per cent. was completed and seven
transports would be ready to sail by night. The army reported that 13 out
of 50 tanks attacking around Gela had been destroyed and that the remainder
had withdrawn. General Truscott (Joss Force) offered to send assistance, as
the situation in Joss area was so satisfactory.

H.M.S.s Princess Charlotte and Princess Astrid with army personnel arrived
at 0300, having made a round trip to Africa a day ahead of schedule.

General Eisenhower, Allied Commander-in-Chief, visited the Monrovia at
0630, going ashore before leaving the area.

Twenty-four of our troop transport planes were reported to have been shot
down during the night 11th/12th, the majority by our own A.A. guns. Ponte
Olivo airfield was reported to have been captured.

The Herndon relieved the Glemnon as fire support destroyer and L.S.Ts
with escorts were sailed at 0915 for Bizerta.

H.M.S. Colombo was ordered to anchor off Gela Mole and provide A.A.
protection. The C.C.O. (Vice-Admiral Lord L. Mountbatten) visited Vice-
Admiral Hewitt.

At 1300, the situation ashore was reported to be infinitely better as our
forces had thrown back the enemy counter-attacks at Gela and were moving
forward on all fronts. The Dime transports had completed unloading.

H.M.S. Abercrombie was ordered (1530) to remain in the W.T.F. assault
area for fire support.

Rear-Admiral Conolly (C.T.F. 86) in the Biscayne, having been directed to
assume general charge of all the assault areas, anchored off Gela at 1555.

Vice-Admiral Hewitt advised all commands that his flag would be shifted

to the McLanahan. The Monrovia would sail with the transports, but
operational control would be continued until she arrived at Algiers, after which

control would be from A.F.H.Q.

Some additional British and U.S. L.C.T.s arrived (1605) for duty in the
assault areas.

Vice-Admiral Hewitt visited the Biscayne for conference at 1700. General
Patton (C.G. 7th Army) landed to establish his command post.

The supporting ships intermittently bombarded targets inland in the
vicinity of Niscemi and Butera. At 1811, the Monrovia, Ancon, Samuel Chase
and transports weighed and formed convoy at 2000.

13th July—D + 3

Vice-Admiral Hewitt before leaving for Malta instructed the Comcrudiv 8,
(Rear-Admiral Davidson) to withdraw the left flank fire support ships at
night to the Gela area so as to afford them better protection.

14th July—D + 4
By this date the three assault landing areas had been merged into on¢
command. The army was firmly established ashore and the period of mair

tenance and building up of supplies cornmenced.
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72. NARRATIVE OF EVENTS. JOSS AREA

10th July—D-day (Ref. Plans 19, 21, 22)

At 0142, the Biscayne anchored about 24 miles off shore, midway between
the Blue and Yellow reference vessels, with Licata bearing 127°. ~The first
assault waves proceeded at 0204 and reached Blue beach at 0315.

The Swanson and Roe, having suffered damage i isi i

. ge in collision were directed
IEO gyoceectl ‘;g (I;’Ia{)lta.h Th?1 Buck was ordered to replace them and cover the
anding a e each, where continuous artiil g i r
b0, ery and machine gunfire was
~ From 0433, when the first air attack took place, the enemy attacked from
time to time throughout the day, straffing and bombing the transports, landing
craft and beaches. ’

By 0440, all attack forces had reported successful initial landings.

The Sentinel (M/S) was hit during a dive bombing attack (0450) and, after
suffering further damage from near-misses, sank at 1050.

On account of the severity of the enemy shelling, the Red beachmaster
warned the C.T.F. 86 against landing L.C.T.s there. At 0512 an Me.110 was
shot down by the Swanson. After the arrival of Spitfire fighter cover (0515)
our fighters and spotting aircraft were fired on by our A.A. guns.

Shore batteries opened fire (0535) on the Biscayne, to which she replied
by firing on the town of Licata ; L.C.T.s en route to Red beach were ordered
to wait until the enemy fire was reduced.

General Truscott (C.G., 3rd Division) reported (0630) satisfactory progre

5 SS
at Blue beach and that more landings were being made at Green be}:’ié)h v%hile
two battalions were already ashore at Red beach.

At 0641, the Buck was ordered to open rapid fire on a specified target and
the' Brooklyn and Boise to neutralize artillery and mortar fire at Red beach
which was accomplished, with a British L.C.G. (4) co-operating, by 0700. The
L.C.T.s, ordered in to land regardless of cost, did so successfully at 0742, under
cover of a smoke screen laid by the Woolsey and Nicholson. ’

When the Bouse’s scouting plane reported enemy activity near her target,
support fire was intensified. Enemy shelling of the town and pier of Licata
(0840) made landings there difficult, the other landings were satisfactory
resistance being overcome and objectives taken. :

All commands were notified that 150 troop-carrying aircraft 1d
Joss area between 2200 and 2230. : yiog =eecali would beoiee

General Truscott reporting at 1100 and 1150 stated : that Poggio di Lango
had been taken at 0636 and Gallodoro shortly afterwards, the area north-east
of Licata was in our hands, also Castle Aqua, but the positions of the 7th Infantry
were uncertain. Unloading was proceeding satisfactorily. Our forces had
established four beachheads and moved into the outskirts of Licata within
three hours of landing. Licata was virtually taken and all operations were
going magnificently, despite the delays due to the stormy weather of the night
apprqaph. He praised the shooting of a cruiser which had destroyed the
r;gllrllztnnmg enemy batteries and said that air cover was excellent and casualties

At 1259, the west gate of Licata Harbour was reported open. Air attacks
which continued throughout the afternoon, did little damage. The town of
Licata was reported (1605) to have been captured, our tanks were moving
north, and all the Joss forces were progressing well.

(C57333) F4
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d were ordered to
11 L.C.M.s and L.C.T.s that could be spare
assis? ’fhésigg’di?lgs at Dime and Cent beaches. Despite 22)1{ xggﬁfnsga&c} 3%1)052(}17
beach and one pontoon causeway were n
lslilif),ag?rg (c)grc;tilft?gd all night. A pontoon causeway was report((aid (22§5gdtg
be working at the newly improved Yellow beach. An L.S.T. had rece
a direct hit (2252) in a dive bombing attack.

11th July—D + 1 : :
X i f Licata at daylight.
: ham supported Army reconnaissance west of Li 3
Seve;lzlleagiﬁﬁ%{s weregﬁade on the beaches and shipping during the morning.
L.S.T. 158 was hit and set on fire, otherwise little damage was done.
. 'V;ice-AdmiraI Hewitt (N.C.W.T.F.) visited the area (1135) to confer
ith Rear-Admiral Conolly (C.T.F. 86).
ke By 1321, the Joss transports were reported to be 75 per cent}:g. .unl‘oa%ed.
Air raids continued throughout the day atBintekrlvals. At rﬁ?s()si,d theThZW]L\ny pa}:;
by four bombs and the Brookiyn near- :
Zvril(i jtlrcal(,is:z(:z(}mnywere near-missed when torpedo aircraft attacked the west
flank.
T It was reported that Licata airfield would be ready for use by dawn.
Our Airborne troops were reported to have landed at 2345, one transport
as down in the Joss area : ]
plamz}:;leral Truscott (C.G., 3rd Division) asked for a cruiser and two d}f):stlroytgs
for fire support at daylight on the town of Agrigento and the road to Palma de

Montechiaro.

b e d d assistance to Dime area

At 0347, General Truscott offered to send assis : g

At 1555, the Biscayne anchored off Gela and Rear-Admiral C(()inollyf t(;glé
charge of all Naval Attack Force areas. The N.C.W.T.F. visited and confer

with him at 1700.

»3. NARRATIVE OF EVENTS—14th JULY TO 24th JULY
(Ref. Plans 1, 18, 19)

iti ici the Western Task Force
tical stage of the assault on Sicily by W,
was zl?remf)rlinlted sucgcessfully by fih% 1d3thd July.d 1;212 iIrlnglhtt}zlléryaifr(}lreclf(a1 Swiarlls t?xz
i e
then firmly established ashore and had advanced, _ dacia B8
i i i hes. Naval operations were nex
immediate neighbourhood of the beac o et hesemse.
ildi d maintaining the Army, as it advance '
t(; ?rﬁggglg 1';‘Il)lear;rogress of the campaign, together with t.he naval operations
;ln suppor;c, is given in the following chronological outline :—

_ D4 ;
14th\‘71Vulh§e pa;:tolling south-westward of Licata,‘ the Brooklyn was ?ar?]i%ig
(0515) by striking one of our mines. Other ships gavgr %%c.a’]slm:e ogrdered
support at maximum ranges (0930). M.T. Bron 15 and T.G. . Y)fo s

te against enemy shipping in the West Sicilian area an . oo
:Cl?hc(e) p;i)oklyn Boise and Savannah with escorts were ordered to pr

to Algiers.
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On leaving Malta for Algiers, Vice-Admiral Hewitt signalled to the Western
Task Force :—

“Due to careful planning, excellent seamanship, gunnery and
engineering, and a high standard of proficiency and devotion to duty
by all hands, the most difficult and complicated task of landing our
troops on hostile shores has been successfully accomplished . . . . .

Well done. It is now our duty to support, maintain and build up the
forces which have been landed. Carry on.”

15th July—D - 5

At 0600, Porto Empedocle and Agrigento were bombarded by the
Philadelphia, Birmingham and H.M.S. Abercrombie. While manceuvring to
avoid air attack the Staff (M/S) was damaged through striking a mine.

16th July—D + 6

The Philadelphia and Birmingham patrolled off Porto Empedocle which
town was captured at 1430.

17th July—D + 7

The Boise and Savannah relieved the Philadelphia and Birmingham.
Enemy air action slackened considerably during the day. The British L.C.G.s
and L.C.F.s were released for overhaul, repairs and training.

18th July—D + 8

Porto Empedocle was opened. The boundaries assigned to the N LW E.
were abolished by the C.-in-C., Mediterranean, who reassumed control of the
area. Convoy movements, landing of supplies, embarkation of casualties
and prisoners proceeded satisfactorily.

19th July—D + 9

Attention was devoted to the organization of “follow-up ” convoys, as
the number of craft provided exceeded the number planned and ships were
being turned round faster than anticipated.

20th and 21st July—D -+ 10 and D +11

Enemy air activity over the sea area was negligible. The Brooklyn rejoined
and the Birmingham and C hicopee were ordered to the U.S.A,, the Boise,
Savannah and H.M.S. Abercrombie remaining in support of the 7th Army.
Many stranded landing craft were reported to be still on the assault beaches,

Rear-Admiral Conolly (C.T.F. 86) prepared to turn over his command
to Capt. Doughty, Commander, Advanced Bases, prior to returning to Bizerta.

22nd to 24th July—D + 12 to D + 14

The Army occupied Palermo on the morning of 22nd July. The C.T.G.
80-4 (demonstration group) was ordered to cease diversionary operations. On
24th July, M.T. Bron 15 patrolling off the western entrance to the Straits of
Messina sank an enemy supply ship and a small tug. The 45th Infantry
Division advancing eastward reached Cefalu on 24th July.



