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See. 4 THE INVASION OF SICILY 

By the 13th Corp.—(Lt.-Gen. M. C. Dempsey) from the Middle East :—
(a) To the north of Avola, ship-to-shore assault by the 5th Infantry 

Division (Major-Gen. H. M. P. Berney-Ficklin), one tank battalion 
and two commandos. (Acid North.) 

(b) To the south of Avola, ship-to-shore assault by the 50th Infantry 
Division (Major-Gen. F. C. Kirkman). One armoured regiment, 
one commando, (Acid South.) 

The objective of the above forces was the capture of Syracuse. 

By the 30th Corps. (Lt.-Gen. Sir O. Leese) :—
(c) To the north of Pachino, ship-to-shore assault by the 231st brigade 

(Brig.-Gen. R. E. Urquhart). (Bark East.) 
(d) To the north-east and south-west of Porto Palo, a shore-

to-shore assault by the 51st Highland Division (Major-Gen. 
D. N. Wimberley) and one armoured regiment from Tunisia. 
(Bark South.) 

(e) To the south-west of Pachino, a ship-to-shore assault by the 1st 
Canadian Division (Major-Gen. G. G. Simmonds) and one armoured 
regiment from the United Kingdom. (Bark West.) 

The primary objectives of the 30th Corps were to capture 
Avola, and the airfield of Pachino and to link up with the United 
States Forces on their left. 

The further objective of the Eastern Task Force was to move 
northward and capture Augusta and Catania. 

Western Task Force Landings 
(See Plans 1, 19) 

The attacks by the Western Task Force (Lt.-Gen. G. Patton, U.S.A.) were 
to be made from landings at three places on the south coast of Sicily :—

By the 2nd Corps. (United States), Major-Gen. O. Bradley. 
(a) At Scogletti, a ship-to-shore assault by the 45th United States 

Division (Major-Gen. T. E. Middleton), one tank battalion, one 
ranger battalion from the United States. (Cent Force.) 

(b) At Gela, a combined ship-to-shore and shore-to-shore assault by two 
United States Regimental combat teams (1st United States 
Division) and one tank battalion from North Africa (Major-Gen. 
De la M. Allen). (Dime Force.) 

(c) At Licata, a shore-to-shore assault by the 3rd United States Division 
(Major-Gen. L. K. Truscott) and one armoured combat command 
from North Africa. (foss Force.) 

The objectives of the assaulting Forces were to capture the 
airfields at Ponte Olivo, Biscari and Comiso and the port of Licata. 

In addition there were in reserve : for the Eastern Task Force ; the 
78th Infantry Division (Major-Gen. V. Evelegh) and an armoured brigade less 
one regiment ; for the Western Task Force ; the 2nd United States Armoured 
Division (Major-Gen. H. J. Gaffey) less one armoured combat command, and 
one regimental combat team of the 1st United States Division. 
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5. TEE OBJECT OF THE NAVAL COMMAND 
The problem of the naval command was :—to ensure the safe and timely 

arrival of the assault forces at their beaches ; to cover their disembarkation ; 
to support and maintain them after landing and throughout the subsequent 
operations. 

The Commander-in-Chief proposed to give effect to his intentions in the 
following manner :—

(a) 

(b) 

To avoid as long as possible concentrating ships in the Central 
Mediterranean, thereby disguising the direction of the attack. 

Movements during the approach phase would conform to the normal 
conduct of through Mediterranean convoys. 

(c) Convoys would round Cape Bon in daylight and be provided with 
very strong anti-aircraft support. 

(d) The main battleship covering force would be concentrated in the 
Ionian Sea by D-1, to protect the eastern flank of the assaults. 
Its movements on that day would be directed to threatening the 
west coast of Greece. 

A cruiser force, supported if necessary by battleships, would cover 
the passage of the convoys along the North African coast. 

Strong escort and support would be provided for the assaults. 
All ships were to be fuelled as recently as possible before D-day. 
At night the northern flank of the assaults was to be covered by 

cruisers and coastal forces, the western flank by coastal forces only. 
Adequate escort to be provided for the follow up and return convoys. 
Naval forces would demonstrate to the westward of Sicily to contain 

the enemy's reserves. 
To continue to support and maintain the armies to the full extent 

of their requirements. 

6. HIGH COMMAND 
The whole operation was to be under a single command and the main 

Allied Force Headquarters (A.F.H.Q.) was established at Algiers, the Allied 
Commander-in-Chief being General Dwight D. Eisenhower. Under him, 
exercising command jointly, were three principal commanders :—

Naval.—Admiral of the Fleet, Sir Andrew Cunningham, Commander-
in-Chief, Mediterranean. 

Arvvy.—General Sir Harold Alexander, Deputy Allied Commander-in-
Chief. 

Air.—Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder, Air Commander-in-Chief, 
Mediterranean Air Command. 

For the period of the assault the Commanders-in-Chief had their headquarters 
at Malta where General Eisenhower with two staff officers proposed to remain 
for the " critical period " ; Admiral Cunningham for " as long as necessary " ; 
General Alexander with the advanced headquarters until the troops were 
established ashore ; Air Chief Marshal Tedder or deputy—previous to and 
during the landings (probably 24-36 hours). After the " critical period " was 
Over, the army and air commanders-in-chief would transfer from Malta to the advanced headquarters established at Tunis, Admiral Cunningham going to Bizerta. 
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