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Naval Support ‘
) Brissenden and Blankney)

Delhi, and three destroyers (Brecon, 5 ‘
woul’gh;rf\%lgg t:{lppeor:ing fire for the assault, controlled by the Rear-Admiral,

Porce'*“ V.”*

Supporting fire might also be expected from the bombardment group

] 1 of the
1 s, Nubian and Lookout), under contro
gvéw{?gyéih‘l‘n]g’” 10; TI?(; i[;;’z:& on targets common to the three Bark assaults.
i ult £ i CG5 (@)
1t flights would be provided by four L.C

one El(()ls%Slilr)l%orl,t.(f:(.)g.ﬂ(llsfliss%mokleg would be used to cover the landing craft
if the. came under effective fire. : :
: O};e L.C.A. fitted with ““ Hedgerow! ”” would take part in the first flight

of each assault.

38. NARRATIVE OF EVENTS, FORCE “V.” THE APPROACH

1 (Ref. Plans 4, 5, 54)
9th July—D — :
i i d a considerable sea and
her deteriorated during the afternoon, an
swelll‘(l:lri;zee?lt d??’ﬁcult conditions ior the LCff[;h coll?IVByMl\II‘/S ?};iic(})lt?girnZ?ai};
i . The good performance of the H.D.M.L.s,
(13515% 131 cr?lrar.lilr)ligi};ling statgion was spe}(;ially cornme'ngeg;)m%;1 ;cliu(a) ()Slf):'?}ilogf 1222
: had been reduced by the sea, sweeping 1rG 100-
3:23 lélig;ggge(zlywi:’:h, in order to arrive at the release position to time.

ights right ahead.
e seen on the port beam and searchlig :
U t{“H%IZlg?l,r ﬂicl;?lsti:lvsgl bombing was visible and the town of Pachino V\{zs
I;I 1 ved to be on fire. Enemy R.D/F was detected sweeping at abcl?luti mlv\-r
ni sﬁ; but apparently it did not discover the convoy. _The we'at}iler al 1in101t
Irggde;ated leaving a slight north-westerly swell running in the bright moonlight.
At 0013, the Mendip (Captain (D) 21), at a range of 4,000 yards, detei(;tre%
and reportec,l the beacon submarine Umrivalled. About this time a larg
number of troop-carrying aircraft passed over the convoy. o
i ) i tion .
ters ship Hilary anchored at 0048, in a posi
g ’1;1}11:(13 I}slleaigiqu; r 9 miles. y Shortly afterwards, the convoy which was Gflormeld
'On‘;e (o} columr;s anchored ; its position being estimated by the Glengyle
1(% NWO Lol ) to be 2-3’ 108° from the planned release position.
ign 5 i i i f runnels off the Roger
t of the intelligence reports received o '
'secto(r)rll)eilcccl?elg,l ar(l) alternative assault plan had been drawn up in the Glengyle
for the landing in that sector. The alternative plans were o
(1) Plan “ X"’ (the original).—Assault troops to land in L.C.A.s.
(2) Plan “Y.’—Assault troops to land in L.C.T.s, embarking at the
release position. ;
ts for the dis-
ity for two plans was unfortunate, as arrangements
Th%a?li(alisi(s)lrlltyhacol to be e%tirely altered and the crews of the lan}tlimgdcra{fc \gegef
fénft in uncertainty until the last moment. On 7th July t g.da 01{) io 4
Plan “Y ” was ordered with the proviso that, if the L.C.T.s did not arrive,
Plan “ X’ would be adhered to.

1 Projectors for firing 24-60-Ib. bombs designed to clear a lane through wire and
anti-personnel minefields.
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39. THE ASSAULT. BARK WEST
(Ret. Plans 4,5, 54, '7°8741 1% 13)

After the convoy had anchored, the commando flights in L.C.A.s moved
off at 0115, followed at 0134 by the first assault flight for Sugar beaches.

Roger Sector

The L.C.T. group, delayed by the rough weather, began to arrive at 0140,
the first craft going to load from the Marnix Van St Aldegonde. As none
arrived at the Glengyle her troops were embarked in L.C.A s. Loading the
L.C.T.s proved so difficult in the swell, that a proposal was made to transfer
the troops to L.C.A.s. This was negatived to avoid further delay. In the
Glengyle, owing to the change of plan necessitating reorganization of the
troops, the L.C.A.s. were not ready for lowering until 0226. The first assault
flight for Roger sector, after some confusion caused by the Derbyshire’s second
flight L.C.A.s persisting in forming up at the same time, moved off at 0315,

The Brigadier decided not to wait for the right assaulting companies from
the Marnix Van St. Aldegonde, consequently the first flight was composed
solely of the left assaulting companies from the Glengyle led by M.L. No. 4.
Thanks to the Folbot the beach was found without difficulty and the flight
touched down at 0455. Some slight machine-gun opposition encountered was
effectively dealt with by the L.C.S.s. There were no casualties to craft
personnel. At 0500, the L.C.T.s from the Marnix Van St. Aldegonde began
beaching. The second flight from the Derbyshire followed at 0520 and the

rest of the assaulting troops from the Marnix Van St. Aldegonde were all ashore
by 0545.

In Roger sector the assault troops landed on Green I and IT beaches, which
from intelligence received appeared to be the most suitable, later it was found
from surveys that Roger Red beach was the best for all types of craft. Attempts

to blast openings in the off-lying sandbanks only afforded temporary improve-
ment.

Sugar Sector

Meanwhile, the first L.C.A.s of the assault flight from the Circassia for
Sugar beaches had moved off only eight minutes late, others from the Llangibby
Castle formed up and moved off at 0155. L.C.I. (L) No. 116 on arrival was
ordered alongside the Circassia to begin loading for serials,! a task made

difficult by the swell. By 0203, the Durban Castle’s L.C.M.s were on their way
to the shore.

At 0317, many flashes and other signs of activity were observed on the
beaches and shortly afterwards a success signal was received from the R.M.
commandos. Further success signals quickly followed, and at 0415, Sugar
Amber beach reported being ready to take serials and that it was being shelled
by a heavy gun. The Blankney returned the fire, bombarding the enemy
battery until 0452 with 80 rounds at 6,000 yards range.

It was learned, from the first L.C.A. to return, that the landings had been
made on the correct beaches and surprise achieved. Surf had carried the

landing craft right over the false beach and machine-guns had only opened fire
on craft when they were leaving the beaches.

! After the assault landing, the remaining personnel and stores were disembarked in
a regular ferry series of trips.
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ted swept at 0425, the Hilary and Roberts

After the channel was repor
horage followed by the other ships of the

moved into the intermediate anc
convoy.

At 0510, the Roberts fired at a 5-gun battery at Casa Giuliano which had
fired about 12 rounds at the landing craft. At 0515, the Puckeridge bombarded
a 4-gun battery at Casa Chiusa Garrano. .The battery ceased fire and shortly

afterwards was captured by the 51st Division.

Convoy K.M.S. 18 arrived at the release position at 0522. By 0530, success
signals had been received from all the beaches in the sector and all shipping was

ordered to the inshore anchorage at 0600.

The late arrival of the L.C.Ls (L), combined with their difficulty in loading,
delayed the landing of the reserve battalion from the Durban Castle and

Llangibby Castle by about an hour.

The Roberts at 0540, renewed the bombardment of the Casa Giuliano
battery. The Puckeridge also fired at this battery at 0552 and again at 0600,
when she closed in and silenced it, her first salvo landing on the parapet. This
was the only coast defence battery that offered any opposition to the landing
in Sugar sector.

During the assault three of the L.C.Gs (L), each fired 10 rounds at direct
targets. L.C.G. (L) No.9 blew up an ammunition dump from about 500 yards
range. Prisoners reported being dismayed at seeing heavy gun flashes so close
inshore, while the sight correspondingly heartened our own troops.

40. CONSOLIDATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE BEACHES
(Ref. Plans 4, 5, 54, 6, 8)

At 0720, the Brigadier and staff of the 9nd Brigade landed. L.C.M. from
the Empire Elaine were ordered to the M.T. ships. When Roger Red beach
reported being ready to receive L.S.T.s, No. 406 was sent there. After 0800
the L.C.Ls. (L) began arriving back for the next serials from Sugar beaches and
Dukws were directed into the beaches.

The S.N.O.L. (R) (Captain A. H. Gray) landed at 0800 and his headquarters
and signal station were established by 1200. The S.N.O.L. (S) (Captain
I.R.H. Black) and staff also landed after contact had been established with the
main beach signal station.

Considerable difficulty was experienced during the day in maintaining the
ferry service as many L.C.M.s stranded and had to be refloated. Most of the
motor transport was landed at Roger Red beach, which, although small and
rocky, was suitable for L.C.T.s, L.S.T.s and L.C.M.s. Other beaches in the
area were shallow with continually changing sandbanks. Two L.S.T.s (2)
beached on Green I, where vehicle landing ramps were used. At Red beach,
inexperienced handling resulted in slow progress and as anticipated the
L.S.T.s (1) were not able to beach owing to the flat gradients and shallow nature
of the beach. It was decided, after reconnaissance of Sugar sector, to close
Amber beach and open Red I and Red II beaches situated } and 1 mile
respectively to the eastward. Some R.M. casualties were evacuated to the

hospital carrier in the evening.
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12th July—D + 2

At about 0100, the Blankney and Brissenden collided while on A/S patrol.
Both ships had to be detached later to Malta for repairs; the Brissenden
suffered severe damage, and had one rating killed and four injured.

Discharge was continued at Red I beach in Sugar sector, and several
L.C.T.s were beached on Red II. One out of every three vehicles was drowned
in landing and the army reported the roads behind the beaches to be in a
bad state.

At 1015, the Brocklesby arrived at Bark West with the N.C.E.T.F. (Admiral
Ramsay), General Eisenhower and General Montgomery on board. From all
reports received the Allied advance appeared to be going well.

The “ G’ Naval Commando was moved from Sugar sector to begin work
at Bark South, the “ N’ Commando taking over Sugar sector in addition to
Roger sector. In response to an urgent call for petrol the L.C.T.s worked all
night.

The Brissenden, with several landing craft, sailed at 2200 for Malta.

13th July—D + 3

The N.C.F. “V” (Rear-Admiral Vian) assumed command of all three
Bark sectors from 0400, when the N.C.F. “ B”’ (Rear-Admiral McGrigor) was
transferred to Syracuse as F.O. Sy.

The SN.O.L. (S) and staff left Beach 57 for Amber beach Bark South,
which had already been developed by the S.N.O.L. (Q) (Captain Dickinson),
and was superior in every respect to Beach 57. At the eastern end, L.S.Ts
and L.C.T.s could be beached east of Punta Port Palo on rocky ground without
using ramps, while L.C.M.s could land stores almost dryshod at the western end
which was backed by a good maintenance area. Also a pontoon had been
constructed off the beach.

Some shipping from Bark West, consisting of 3 personnel ships, 14 M.T.
ships and 2 petrol carriers, was sailed for Bark South. By 1630, all the personnel
were landed in L.C.I.s (L) and L.C.M.s at Bark South, the M.T. ships were
discharged by L.C.T.s transferred from Sugar sector and some 50 Dukws
began unloading stores—mainly petrol. At 1930, the three personnel ships
were sailed under escort for Malta and four empty M.T. ships sailed in convoy
for Tripoli. The Blankney left with the convoy for Malta.

14th July—D -+ 4
The S.N.O.L.s (S) headquarters was set up in a house above Punta Porto
Palo and a V/S signal station established in the centre of Amber beach.

All unloading at Bark West had now stopped and the remainder of the
shipping was cleared from there by 2030. The Hilary anchored at Bark South
the same night. The M.T. ships were apportioned between Bark South and
Bark East with a resultant improvement in the rate of unloading. The light
forces on patrol and A.A. guard duties were reorganized. Sporadic air attacks
were made on shipping anchored off the beaches and on the patrols at night,
but there were neither damage nor casualties.
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41. AMALGAMATION OF THE BARK SECTORS

15th July—D + 5 (Ref. Plans 4, 5, 6)

The “ N ** Naval Commando was moved from Bark West to Amber beach
Barfl: Sc&p};ch, I}eg\;{ng 1cl)nly a ?_lma_llll party to complete the salvage of stranded
craft. e L.C.M.s having finished discharging the assault
West were sent to Bark South. P PRefIPLAL Rat

By now the number of Dukws employed had been increased to about
160 and in the absence of trucks they were employed moving stores from
landing craft to dumps. Two M.T. ships were sailed in the evening and some
900 Italian prisoners of war were evacuated in L.S.T.s returning to North Africa.

: At Bark West, during the period 10th-11th July, the following were landed
in the Roger sector :—

! Personnel Vehicles Stores (tons)

I
D-day 10,200 310 100
D+1 700 350 500
D+2 1,146 323 700

1

] 12,046 983 1,300

The total numbers and quantities dealt with by “ N " Com do! b
D-day and D + 5 were stated as :— ¥ TeIN0L - setiveen

Personnel, 12,000 ; vehicles, 1,600 ; stores (tons) 1,100.

16th July—D + 6

At Bark South good progress was made in landing stores, three mobile
cranes were used on the pontoon discharging heavy loads from L.C.T.s while
Scammel trucks off-loaded crates from beached L.C.M.s. During the day
about t1,(8;00 tons of stores were landed and a further 900 prisoners of war
evacuated.

17th July—D + 7

Four M.T. ships and two cased petrol carriers were cleared and sailed,
leaving eight ships in the anchorage. Two thousand two hundred tons of
stores were discharged.

18th July—D + 8
After adjustment of the system of unloading, the day’s total discharge of

stores was raised to 2,379 tons.
19th July—D + 9
Total of stores discharged was 2,433 tons.

20th July—D + 10

By the use of roller runways and 70 more trucks, the total discharge of
stores was 3,445 tons on the beaches and 230 tons on the Hard (Amber II).

1 Chiefly at Sugar Sector.
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21st July—D + 11 : 2

Two M.T. ships completed unloading, the total discharge for the day was
4,406 tons.

o it f M.T. ships finished
A total of 2,129 tons of stores was discharged, four more M.1.s
unloadir?g, leaving four, which were expected to complete discharge early on
23rd July. : f
The S.N.O.L.(S) (Captain Black) gives the following statement o
unloading :— :
In the Sugar sector Bark West—Beach 57 :—
D-day to D + 3—Personnel, 8,208 ; vehicles, 660 ; stores (tons) 150.
Bark South—Beach 56 :—

D43 to D 4 12—Personnel, 16,573%;
(tons) 21,291.

The Bark beaches were closed, except to ferry service, at 1100 on 23rd July,
when the last M.T. ships of convoy K.M.S. 19 were sailed.

vehicles, 3,946 ; stores

42. REMARKS BY THE N.C.F. «V”

The following is a summary of certain comments in the report of
Rear-Admiral Sir P. Vian on the Bark areas :—

Naval Supporting Fire ; . o i
Owing to the ineffectiveness of the coastal defences an e spee :
army’:velxﬁiance, the only naval supporting fire called for (apart from bo;nbardf
ments by the Roberts and Puckeridge at first light on D-day) was in the form o
harassing fire on areas ahead of the front line of the 1st Canadian Division.

icati i .C.Gs (L) W/T was
unications were fair ; the breakdown of the L C.G:s |
disa.pcp(:)ri?:?ing, and was due to the inability of inexperienced operators to get
their sets working after damage caused by heavy seas.

Underwater Obstacles

i tered. Land
No underwater obstacles or shallow water mines were encoun
mines 0vvhich were scattered, were generally well inland of the beaches. Several
channels were blown off Roger Red beach, but they quickly silted up again.

Smoke Protection o :
L L =
As the enemy batteries did not fire on the shipping, smoke screening wa
not en?ployed dul}f’ing :che assault. Against air attack at Bark West and Bark
South smoke screens were used. o
Smoke screening was controlled from the headquarters ship ; it was not
used by day.

i includes those of the
& hicles were landed on the Hard (Amber II), the total inc 3
Slst é}i};ﬁ;c Thz stores landed do not include stores discharged from the ferry service
on the Hard. : :
2 Of this total, 7,331 personnel landed with the vehicles.
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After the first night arrangements worked well, the anchorage being
completely blanked out. During the raid of 14th/15th July, the only determined
raid on the Bark South area, smoke was started ten minutes before the first
raiders came over. Their attack, in which bombs, torpedoes and circling

torpedoes were dropped, was made on the screening destroyers some four to
five miles off the beaches.

Unloading

The Bark West beaches were unsuitable for unloading on all counts ;
loaded craft grounded far from the shore, ships could not be anchored close in
and were exposed to the prevailing wind.

The S.N.O.L. organizations of Force “ V * took a long time settling down :
the crews of the L.C.T.s were good, but those of the L.C.M.s bad. Generally
the craft were satisfactory.

In the main, quick unloading lies in the hands of the military :—

(¢) Heavy weights, other than wheeled vehicles must not form part of
the cargoes.

(b) There must be a sufficiency of docks operating companies to work
round the clock on board ships.

(¢) Beach bricks must be sufficient in numbers to unload craft as they
arrive on the beaches.

(@) The number of trucks or Dukws must be adequate to off-load cargo
from beached craft to the beach dumps.

(¢) There must be sufficient transport to carry stores forward from the
beach dumps.

(f) Above all, the system of priorities in unloading must be used with
discretion.

The inadequacy of labour was only surmounted when the military were
persuaded to employ prisoners of war ashore and afloat. The transport
situation in the initial stages was grave ; the trucks being required in the forward
areas were not available to off-load craft, or to clear the dumps.

Transport difficulties were accentuated by the distances between the beach
and the forward dumps. On arrival of a convoy, vehicles should have priority,
but if this is extended to petrol, ammunition, fuel, etc., without regard to the
necessity of quickly clearing the holds, ships may be any time unloading.

Landing Craft
The losses of landing craft working with Force ““ V ”’ were :(—
Lost on passage 4L.CMs (3),1L.CE.
Lost on operation 3 hCAR1 EC.Ri(loy EICE;
Of the remainder, almost all the L.C.A.s and L.C.P.s were in good condition,
25 per cent. of the L.C.M.s and the majority of the L.C.M.s (1) became unservice-
able. Defective craft were sent in M.T. ships to Tripoli or towed to Malta.

Medical

The medical arrangements were not fully tested. Casualties in the Bark
West area were few, those incurred in the initial assault were evacuated in the
personnel ships. The total casualties evacuated were 656, about 75 per cent.
being cot cases. Water ambulances were used with success and proved
completely reliable. The period that the hospital carriers could remain off
the beaches was limited by their supplies of water, fuel and provisions. By
supplying them from ships present they could be kept for approximately a week.
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43. REMARKS BY THE S.N.O.L.s (S) AND (R)

The following points of local interest are summarized from the S.N.O.L’s
reports—

Sugar Sector. (S.N.O.L. (S), Captain I. R. H. Black)

Finding and forming up on the beach-finding M.L.s at night is most
difficult, they should be given a relative bearing and distance, preferably right
ahead within hail (3 cable), as a position for the landing craft to get into
formation.

Handcarts, mortars, bicycles and stretchers and other heavy equipment
must be pre-loaded. L.C.A.s should be fitted with some type of quick-slipping
device.

Beaches should be selected as close together as topographical features allow.

The S.N.O.L’s headquarters should be afloat, an L.C.I. (L) is suggested as
suitable. The naval parties ashore should wear distinctive armbands. A
definite system should be established for provision of food for L.C.M. crews after
the assault stage.

Roger Sector. (S.N.O.L. (R), Captain A. H. Gray)

Ferry service control was difficult because :—

(1) After the departure of the Derwentdale there was no adequate
organization for revictualling crews or for refitting landing craft.

(2) There was a lack of boat transport for the staffs of the S.N.O.L. and
the P.M.L.O.

The beach companies, split up owing to the change in the assault plan,
did not complete their reconnaissance and find their feet until about H + 6
hours. Part of their equipment went astray and nearly 24 hours elapsed before
the situation was stabilized.

Some packages, contrary to divisional orders, weighed as much as 1} tons
and at Roger Red beach their clearance from landing craft was only possible
by means of a small travelling crane.

Specially fitted salvage craft are necessary as stranded L.C.M.s (1) proved
most difficult to refloat. The beach repair party should be attached to the
naval commando under the S.N.O.L.

Rations were supplied by the army on the ““ come and get it ”’ system ;
since the S.N.O.L. had no road transport, feeding was difficult. The army
should allocate vehicles for the maintenance and supervision of naval parties
working ashore. Tents are required for the protection of W/T sets and their
operators ; some signal ratings landed were without shelter. Field telephones
and line should be provided for communication lines connecting the beach
masters stations.

<

44. REMARKS ON OPERATION “ HUSKY ”” BY THE NAVAL COMMANDER
EASTERN TASK FORCE

The following is a summary of the remarks made by Admiral Sir B. H.
Ramsay in his report of proceedings of the Eastern Task Force.

By reason of the weakness of the Italian opposition, the success of the
assaults cannot be considered as a reliable guide to what may be attempted or
achieved elsewhere. Nevertheless valuable experience was gained, notably in
regard to maintenance through the beaches, opening of captured ports and
naval support of the army in coastal operations.
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_Casualties to shipping and landing craft were considerably less than
anticipated. This was due to :—

(@) The very high degree of air superiority achieved.
(6) The efficiency of the A/S organization.

(c) The unexpected attainment of a considerable degree of tactical
surprise which resulted from a combination of circumstances :
e.g., the adoption of a waxing moon period for the assaults ; the
lack of enemy air reconnaissance on D — 1; a prolonged period
of “alert” preceding D-day; the unexpected high wind which
got up p.m. on D — 1. These factors lulled the enemy coast
defences into a false sense of security.

The performance of the landing ships and craft was uniformly good.
Creditable seamanship was displayed in the majority of cases by those in charge,
having regard to their necessarily restricted training and lack of previous
experience.

The Plan

Concerning the plan, Admiral Ramsay remarks that the primary
consideration is the operational aspect. The army must first examine the
implications of the land campaign necessary to achieve the object in view.
After this the administrative authorities must assess the administrative
implications.

In the early stages of planning for “ Husky,” too little importance and
attention was paid to the operational aspect and too much to the administrative
aspect, with the result that the outline plan was operationally unacceptable to
the commanders of the Eastern Task Force. This situation was complicated
by the pre-occupation of the army and air commanders with current operations
and the wide dispersal of all planning authorities which resulted in a prolonged
period of negotiation and delay.

Military necessity finally dictated the acceptance of administrative risks
and the choice of a sound plan. Future plans should be based on operational
requirements, not drawn up to suit administrative appreciations.

By the time the final orders were issued Admiral Ramsay states that he
was satisfied that the best available plan had been adopted and his hopes that
the weight of attack on a narrow front would overwhelm the enemy were
justified in the event.

On the course of the operation from 1200, D — 1, Admiral Ramsay
comments on several aspects :

The effect of the adverse weather conditions that arose during the
afternopn and evening of D — 1, caused anxiety, but postponement did
not seriously enter his mind.

The ships at the release positions apparently were not detected by
the enemy defences and the only difficulties experienced in lowering and
forming up landing craft were those imposed by the weather. The
allowance of two and a half hours, from arrival at the release positions to
H-hour, was not excessive as the majority of the assaults were a few
minutes late.
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The Assault

Generally the defences were taken by
formations landed and there was little organize
proportion of the coast defences were not manne
did not, in the majority of cases, fight stoutly.

At first light there was a certain amount of shelling from shore batteries,
but these were effectively dealt with by the supporting forces. The effectiveness
of the supporting fire from the naval forces was a feature of the operation ;
many tributes were paid to it, both by the army and by enemy prisoners. The
moral effect of both the L.C.T.s (R) and L.C.G.s (L) firing from close inshore
was reported to have been considerable.

Insufficient experience was gained in the operation as a whole to show how
far the beaching of L.C.T.s in large numbers in darkness isa practical proposition.
The problem of landing supporting arms immediately behind the assault

infantry cannot be considered to be solved.

surprise when the assaulting
d resistance on the beaches. A
d and those that were manned

Maintenance through the Beaches

That the docks operating personnel in the M.T. ships was insufficient was

borne out in ‘ Husky”. The inability to work the unloading of ships
continuously created a bottleneck in maintenance through the beaches.
Although at times the rate at which stores were unloaded appeared to be

the totals were greater than the planned figures. A striking

disappointing,
feature was the success of the L.S.T.s (2), L.C.Ls (L) and the Dukws, of which

the last appeared for the first time in European waters.

In general, the beach organizations worked satisfactorily. Task Group
commanders, commented on the shortage of transport ashore to clear the
beach dumps. This resulted from the very quick advance of the army. Against
a more determined enemy it is not likely to obtain in future operations.

Air Attacks
The immunity from air attack was surprising, considerably greater than

expectation. The first raid on our ships did not take place until 1015, 10th July.
On subsequent days there were intermittent air attacks, principally on the
East coast, and an increasing number at night. Only three M.T. ships and one

hospital ship were sunk.

Attacks on Hospital Ships

The orders regarding the conduct of hospital ships were not sufficiently
clear ; the intention had always been, that if they had to remain off the beaches
at night, they should remain darkened in the fleet anchorage and that normally
full illumination would only be switched on when five miles clear of the beaches
and while on passage. It is obvious that illumination of hospital ships stopped
off shore provides the enemy with an irresistible temptation to attack. After
the Talamba incident, hospital ships were kept in the anchorages all night

without lights.
Army Liaison

Referring to the entry
the recommendation of the N.C.F.

into Augusta, Admiral Ramsay strongly supports
“A,” that foremost elements of the army
should have some means of notifying their positions to supporting warships.
On that occasion the large amount of motor transport seen was thought to
belong to the 8th Army, and an excellent and easy target escaped punishment.
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Ferry Service of Supplies

As the :
L e Sllzn;bsgtci)f' L.S.T.s.and major landing craft serviceable on D '
flight of the fer cipated, it was possible to commence loadi e
oy plan Wasrty selrwce befqre thq assault ships and craft retua ing the ﬁrs‘t
Suiking numeroo clear the high priority vehicles and stores fr orneﬁ' The 8th
5 L.ST.s, 36 L.C %raft from Sousse and Tripoli. In the first 2
difficulty ‘was ex ‘er'ie'S a(liq d 33 L.C.Ls (L) cleared from Malta Ssgven. =
inadequate to mept 2 nced at Malta, where the military Organis.at‘ me initial

et demands, but, after a shaky start things went ﬁﬁcipgeared
; etter.

To reduce signallin :
: g and avoid delays, L : ;
engaged ; ys, L.S.T.s and :
beign gg S alcllle theT}flerry service made the short passage witllrll(;)il]l({f la'?,dlng. craft
mediately befo e'torgafmsafwn of a convoy was often onl MRRE
e b b;?l&_u;agt;d{hg method which was fully just}i,ﬁggr?r?l?:(garuil-
after D-d : e army as fast as possible. = O -
Although from the ;a(gale is(;; Iégflﬁlyﬁescorted landing craft convoysC (;)rgsrsoigled
: Ct the first quart ey
thought disadvantageous for landing opergtio;;rigftlgtee eI\rflgr(l)? fingi\?i,n}sl;11 . beei
) a weak

enemy and with our pos i : :
ey possession of great air superiority, it proved greatly to.

days,

Maintenance of Landing Ships and Craft

Although during the fi

s , > first few days of the operati j i

Onplgtr;ln‘l]z:;lng }:Zegl, Adﬁmral Ramsay remarks thg‘c wlll(zzrrll I}I:iaslj(;ir et

ey fyu,qure Oggrgat‘g (frlll;\t;v (iiﬁafl()ects Wﬁre beginning to accumul:;ge WXS dlsfgclzllfllz

o ; I e : when to withdraw for i

-k é)r; éerslienftlilllpa{ntenance, a need that must be bal:ﬂ};l;%portlpn o
of lollowing up the initial blow as expeditiousl y ag %acins'tblt G

expeditiously as possible.

Passage of Aircraft over Convoys and Beaches

g g S I‘c‘t tc th'e SIl:Ctlng do VIl Of a IIUIIIIZJeI Of our tloop
I{BfEIIID Hlth‘ IEEl't T g

Carryll’lg derraft by our ShlpS Off tlle eaSt Coa,St on 13t11 |uly, AdIIlII 3.1 :Ralllsay
ll!e]lil()lls (]la‘: t}le queSthl’l Of the engagement Of alr CIaft Off the beaChes was

always a vexed one durin i
el IgT.plannlng, and that the orders were twice altered by

As finally framed, ships were f

appr o e ree to open fire a 5 -
Cglll)vg«;zhtLrédlcvite(%dhgstlle intent, and, if frIi)endly airtcrn;fgthﬁa%ntmrgraft whose
Seving aircS;aftou 0 SO abpve 6,000 feet. On the night of ]0) V over our
airborne attack og%eiogtigel}?éiaels = aVOidhour convoys, but for:hle, ster:o(;%
that the Mediterranean Aij ow over the Gulf of Noto. Itisund
E nderch ir Command had obtained erstood
Warningncslgnlglscggrf’ I\{edlterranean, to this some hogi: 25?%21;1%’( C{)f the
concerned. It is note 4 tOpce sent out by the latter to all shi S,aag ftha‘c
e taie andcgr ain, however, that the warnings did in I;actn orces
Was in the vicinity at th y unfortunate chance a small number of enem reach all
firing, which staz*]ted e time of approach of our aircraft. Asmight b Frtaat
blame ships for en as_pasrlrlodlcauy » soon became general an% it i’i«‘eipected,
them during an airgrag:ing Oovf'ﬁ.y ing aircraft which aPpeaI"ed i Sm ard to
kT’%deprived of their right tonO}I;(;IIll fve at ’fﬁipg"-“al circumstances should iﬁﬁ

€ solution must be always to route transport};lg'%rilfrtcglg;racl))fpgﬁics}}lllir;gp them.

ing.
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CHAPTER VII

45. FORCE K »” AND INSHORE SQUADRON : BOMBARDMENTS AND

COASTAL OPERATIONS
(Ref. Plans 4, 5, 14)

During the assaults on D-day, close gunfire support to the military forces
was provided by the bombardment groups, consisting of monitors, gunboats and
t covering the landings in the Acid and Bark areas and by Force “K”
Admiral C. Harcourt in the Newfoundland. The distribution of
these forces is shown on Plan No. 4. On 13th July, following the termination
of the initial phase an inshore squadron was formed under the orders of
Rear-Admiral McGrigor (F.O. Sy.) to act in support of the army in its advance
northwards up the east coast of Sicily. This consisted of the two 15-in. monitors,
two Dutch gunboats, four M/S, the 22nd M.L. Flotilla, two Hunt class destroyers,
three L.C.R.s, three L.C.G.s, and four L.C.F.s. (See Section 49.)

At 0900/9th July, Force “ K" sailed from Malta to rendezvous with the
assault convoys! at 1200. On parting company with their convoys at the release
positions both divisions of Force “ K ” proceeded to take up their positions for
bombarding under the direction of the force commanders.

support craf
under Rear-

10th July—D-day -

Although the enemy coastal defence opposition on the whole proved to be
slight, the ships of Force “ K " and the bombardment groups were called on
to silence several inland batteries commanding the beaches and anchorages,
also to bombard positions where there were concentrations of troops. These
operations have already been mentioned in the narratives of the different areas.

The number of times that the cruisers carried out bombardments during
D-day were : Newfoundland, 4 ; Orion, 5; Uganda, 5; M, auritius, 4. The
attached destroyers also shared in these bombardments. In the evenings the
groups of Force “ K" either retired to the south-eastward for the night or
remained in the vicinity of the anchorages. The Uganda, Tartar and Eskimo
assisted in rescuing survivors from the hospital ship Talamba in the Acid sector.
Ships of Force “ K " aided in repelling the frequent air attacks that took place

daily throughout the operation.

11th July—D 41
The Eskimo was damaged by bomb in an air attack when taking the

N.CF. “A” (Rear-Admiral Troubridge) to Augusta. During the day the
Uganda twice fired on batteries at Augusta, the Mauritius also engaged an

8-in. battery at Cape Cruce, Augusta.

12th July—D + 2
From this date opportunities for bombardment in the vicinity of the

beaches dwindled as the zone of military operations on the left flank receded
inland. The town of Mellili, batteries at Augusta and other strong points were
bombarded by the Mauritius (10), Uganda (8), Orion (5).2 The Erebus also
bombarded Mellili and Augusta while other ships engaged opportunity targets.
Messages from the 8th Army expressed appreciation of the support afforded
terming the ships’ firing as “ accurate and timely .

1 See Section 18.
2 The figures in brackets signify the num

each day.

ber of times bombardments were carried out
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13th July—D + 3

Lentini and Carlentini
- were bombarded by the N, ity
‘Ehze’ ﬁ;g;;i%uf@éal, Lookout, Nubian and Erebis. Heiziénggf n? §12 ) G
at 0923, obliged the squadron to turn away e, gl

14th July—D + 4

The Newfoundland en
Touna gaged four t 5
bombarded Lentini and the Uganda and %ﬁ%‘i’bglrﬁba%izr%;ﬁ:nﬁd bl

15th July—D + 5

Amon i
g the targets on this day were, Catania, Misterbianco, Nesima

cross roads inland iti
5.3 07’1:011, ), and gun positions. These were engaged by the Uganda (8)

16th July-D - 6

. The same target :
Mauritins (1) Oriogn (53 )were bombarded again, Newfoundland (1), Uganda (3)

17th July—D - 7

. . . » .

] PIC:EEdHI
LC( i[ii :ln'sd tlle dEStIC) €r screen :f) th‘e “52 e erld E“:y‘““s g

18th July—D -+ 8

The inshore squadron- wa ive i
-was acti T
The Laforey bombarded Aci Costello Zr(iduéviﬂllpt}l)l%

targets on the Catania— . 4
Misterbianco. ania-Messina road, Aci C

Sec. 45

Fl

t of the army’s right flank
L(zokout engaged opportunity
ostello again, Ognina, and

19th July—D + 9

The initial phase of landi i
o ) anding operations terminat i
ordgreS Oé}”?}r,g ;hg 1gshor% squalt‘iron’ ~and the coastal af:r?:e;) ncatr:fxlclzs u(iiiy’ e
LR r{C hie?rcfl d‘K remained under the operational cegnttrl(l)?
FO. Sy » Mediterranean, but was available at call of the

The N
ewfoundland, Floyes, Laforey and Lookout successfully engaged some

17 targets, including 9 batteries, in answer to calls from the army

20th July—D + 10

The Nubian suffered su i :
perficial damage f
?)2 tltiﬂiéa, and had four ratings killed andgthrl;()en}najélriaar
gl s near the Slmetq River on three occasions, the
ries and concentrations of troops near Catania

2st July—D + 11
Th
Tesponse téviz:{gungﬁnd' L&orey and Lookout engaged enemy positions i
obliged the Lafoy s. A long-range gun firing from the directi e
rey to withdraw during the afternoon chop o Sabul
%nd July—D + 12

The Newfoundland, Maurit;
; ritius, L
long range by unlocated batteries no:tj;?rg%clgtgﬁliaand ol

-miss during an air raid
- The Laforey engaged
Mauritius also engaged
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46. H.M.S. NEWFOUNDLAND TORPEDOED BY ITALIAN SUBMARINE

—D +13 :
%rd;ryUganda Orion, Tartar and Nubian arrived at Augusta from Malta at
€ ’ >

noon. ; 3 ) ;
‘] ! ( g .
au > . >

i i as com-
After clearing the searched channel, zig-zag No. 11 at half intervals w:

: re stationed in accordance
menced, speed 25 knots, course 155°; the destroyers we

ith Screening Diagram No. 3, the cruisers in single line ahead, 5 cables
wi C
apart. ;
i tived by
At 1333, the zig-zag was_ negati :
hospital ship. At 1341, in 37° 03 :5 =N, 15
struck right aft by a torpedo.

The weather at the time was : ¢
ward. No indication of the proximity o
or radar in the Newfoundland.

i i edo tracks at or immediately before
sy o re:fr? rvtvz(i ?c?s?ngeisrfgnb‘;g& overboard by the expiosul?lrll wl::rh
R Seama.rtmen‘cs af”t of 185 bulkhead, the rudder an_d S }t;.erhe% gl air;
ooty dns Cocrlrllalz)nd was capable of maintaining 22 knots steegl(;lg y
A/\rngI};:sN}?g{gZ “ K *’ continued to Malta, where it arrived at 1730.
€ ]

Blue turn to 135° to avoid a
a24 -2’ E., the Newfoundland was

. ! 2 g
ooth ; wind, light airs from nor ;
ity an; submarine was reported by asdic

alian Submarine Ascianghi sunk ' ' .
5 . Laforey had been detached immediately to hunt ﬁhe esrléb:‘:vaéré;fngnin
d t’thrs ?ifnde}; Captain (D) 8th Destroyer Flotilla, which w

r . .
tgz vi;}:linity, were ordered to join her.

ith th
At 1428, the Laforey attacked a non-sub. target an‘(‘i ];‘;Xléigr :;:t’}’l waz
Raider (D 85 Ilex, Inglefield, F aqlknor ?trilc\l}v iglszpst%v Oa gl T e
. . 98), 1, while sweeping nortl i or1 t Fh
O'I.gg}i%lsec(i().mifr}é tz)gv‘lard:‘,the Laforey anddEi‘hpse frt())r?hz I’igzlctli(sm 1’}‘1}11 i iz?;does
si A ; .
' e was altered to co £
rangeélgésggtey;i:((iisByca?sltliriis. At 1550 the Laforey dropped a pattern of eig
were

w ing wi v €s
depth charges without result, the Eclipse attacking ith five depth charg
ep

at 1(508- lkftel tllOIoug1117 flIl 'yestlg’ tlllg th'e area, ec}loes were Obtallle(i alld

i 15 with eight depth charges. (?ne and
bt madletgirtiilrglﬁgiﬁlgtfllsiianghi surgfacefi in the Lafor(e)}r)) : rv:ﬁ;aé
0 e e By ers then closed in and opened fire with all guns. e
Lokt deStr(l)ay the Laforey, the Eclipse rescued five officers 111}:: u is%ners
Cap p_lckeddugz };tings one of whom died. It was learnt frt;r; the pr
tclgttﬂ& i;lscianggzi had fired four torpedoes at the Newfoundland.

uly—D + 15 - ;
24th IJ{e; Admiral C. J. H. Harcourt transferre(} 11;15 flag fIr{oHl éﬁzel(\if iﬁfﬂ:ﬁg& |
11 Tor i the cruisers o orce , based
;0 fih‘g Atl‘ll;zget:i;)sa{rt frf Otrlrlleﬂ(;ﬁe(rlzgonsewhich were carried out principally by the
ad bu

destroyers, the Inshore Squadron and Coastal forces.
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47. COASTAL BOMBARDMENTS
(Ref. Plan 14)

At 0745, 4th August, the Roberts, escorted by the Tynedale and Brocklesby,
left Augusta to bombard the undercliff road and railway near Taormina. Air
cover was provided, also two Spitfires of the 8th Army Air Co-operation
Squadron for spotting. Indirect fire was opened at 1140, range 19,700 yards
in good visibility. After 17 rounds had been fired the range was down to
16,000 yards and direct fire was employed as the target was plainly visible.
From 1218, a battery of small calibre guns, situated it was thought at Capo San
Andrea, replied intermittently. At 1228, the Roberts made smoke, turned 180°
and opened the range as the shore battery’s fire was becoming more accurate.
Twenty-five salvos had been fired up to this time, six more were fired after the
turn. The spotting aircraft being obliged to return to base, at 1236 the Roberts
ceased fire and set course for Augusta. It was estimated that 80 per cent. of

the shots fell in the target area and that both the road and railway were
effectively obstructed by debris from direct hits.

Sec. 47

5th August

The Quilliam, Queenborough and Quasl left Augusta at 2000, 4th August and
carried out an A/S sweep as far as 37° 16’ N., 15° 45’ E. After reaching a
position three miles east of Cape Molini a course was steered up the coast.
Their mission was to bombard the coast road north of Taormina, which had
been the Roberts’ target, with the object of stopping any repair work. The
target was twice bombarded at close ranges at 0001 and 0200, 5th August,
starshell being used. Observation of results proved difficult, but many shells

burst on the road. At 0345, fire was opened on lights observed three miles
south of Taormina which were thought to be burning vehicles.!

At 1142, 5th August, the Mauritius and Soemba (D) bombarded positions
north-east of Catania, the targets of the Mauritius being Aceriale and a cross
road at Giarre. Small calibre batteries replied intermittently and a shell hit
the Soemba killing her captain and another officer.

6th/7th August

On 6th August the Orion and Flores (D) patrolled off the east coast but
only received a few calls for support fire.

At 2000, 6th August the Troubridge, Tyrian and Tumult sailed from
Augusta and carried out a sweep three miles off the coast between Cape Molini
and Cape San Andrea. Two bombardments of the north-east end of the railway
tunnel at Taormina were carried out at 0040 and 0350, 7th August. The target
was difficult to identify although starshell were used, but it was estimated that
a good proportion of the 300 rounds fired fell close to the target. A light .

battery close south of Giardini and a medium battery near to the target replied
ineffectively.

. - .. e T
'Ammunition expended :—

Quilliam S 30 : Starshell 39, H.E.D.A. 53.
Quail bt & £ £ SO HEDA. 191
Queenborough H.ED.A. 137.
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th August ' :
: The Mauritius, Tartar and Nubian sailed from Augusta durlor;gd ‘;h(; tfo(r}eir;(r);)él;
d carried out the following bombardments—1145, crosfs 11; Rl
21111155 Cal;i osto © 1555-1630, mortars and batteries west oB t(\:av U 1.720—1815
batt ’ iesl;e lied with fairly accurate fire from 1215 to 1220. - Be il ey
tI?e :;me taIx)'gets were bombarded again from a slightly more no B
The Troubridge, Tyrian and Tumult proceeded f:{ OE';(t)roétha‘fA ugusti
h August, but sighted nothing in two coastal sweeps. R wobiasin
?ltley bogmba’trded the Taormina railwao3; tllér(;nel a;néis Cﬁori?; '(I;Of;u;nber S
i i i ight of starshell. rou G sy
ic(lilzn;czllgggtlguihii 11wgas not possible to assess the damage. The Giardini battery

fired a few rounds in reply.

e : i i ir raid at Augusta.
: d minor damage from splinters in an air raid )
The ’{ngnzgzb;gg SFulfofS:f (I;r)l bombarded enemy positions north of Riposto during

the day.

1th August : -
: The Offa, Petard and Raider patrolled the east coas‘tc_ duri]s%ge d‘che night
Fire wa: open,ed on searchlights which were immediately extingu :

h A t

o Tllglui;amitius (Flag, C.S. 15), Nubian and Tartar left Augusta at 0920 and
ied out three bombardments :— ; .
e (2;1 1205-1315, road junction north of Riposto ;
(b) 1320-1425, gun positions ;
1604-1630, batteries. ' : s

All the(}c))ombardments were reported to have been effective by the co-operating

hter-bombers.
5 :t 1912, the Uganda joined the flag and the squadron swept along the
Italian coast to beyond Crotone without sighting anything.

A t ., . . .
13th’l‘he Soemba (D) and Scarab bombarded positions 1n support of the right

flank.

o he M.T.B.s whose
i boats were ordered to support the V. 1.D. :
e’Il;il zvggntlgogse a;ludchgelcllnwell up into the Strai‘zls bm orc}i)rr tt:dlglcgrfxe;gsggllé
atte ion 11d be su
he enemy. They wou SUp
%?e;elgctrsc);gfsv:;ga&?é%lgi:m, ng;nborough and Quail were despatched from
0. Sy:
Malta to operate under the F.O f
The Tizubridge (D. 24), Tyrian and Tumult on patrol t(l)lﬁ él;fa%a;is; ncogcs):ciS (; .
Sicily observed demolitions in progress along the sou e g
];:’tt}éries north of Cape Pellaro which opened fire were engage

withdrew under smoke cover.
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15th August

The Aphis, Soemba (D) and Brocklesby, operating close inshore, supported
the right flank of the army. The Tartar and Nubian patrolling off Cape
Spartivento during the night 14th/15th came under ineffective fire from batteries
near Cape Bruzzano and Lacori. As the destroyers were returning they
inconclusively engaged three E-Boats which fired torpedoes at long range.

16th August

The Faulknor (D.8), I ntrepid and Piorun (P) carried out an A/S sweep
towards Cape Murro di Porco from Augusta. The Troubridge (D. 24), Tyrian
and Twmult on patrol off the Calabrian coast encountered three E-Boats. = The
enemy fired three torpedoes which missed. The destroyers gave chase as the
E-Boats retired under smoke cover.

At 0330, a force, consisting of No. 40 R.M. Commando with tanks, guns and
vehicles, was landed successfully near Cape Scaletta from the Prince Charles,
Princess Beatrix and five L.CT.s covered by the Roberts, Quilliam (D. 4),
Queenborough, Quail, Ledbury, Wheatland, Flores (D) and Brocklesby and
L.C.F.s under the command of Captain S. H. Carill, RN. The opposition
encountered was slight, mostly from guns on the Calabrian coast.
tanks were landed by 0830 and reports received later indicated that the
commando had destroyed transport, captured a number of prisoners and
inflicted a considerable number of casualties on the enemy. Four L.C.M.s

were employed to transport troops by-passing road blocks on the Taormina
road.

At 0700, two salvos fired at a range of 18,000 yards from a battery at Cape
Pellaro fell within a cable of the Roberfs. After shifting her position to outside
20,000 yards, the Roberts engaged this battery which was shelling the beaches.
She fired four salvos, indirect firing (range 23,000 yards) and silenced the
battery. With aircraft spotting the battery was engaged again at 0925 (four
salvos, range 29,000 yards) and at 1000 (six salvos, range 24,500 yards).

17th August

L.Cls, L.C.T:s, L.C.M.s were employed ferrying guns, stores and re-
inforcements forward to Scaletta. Destroyers on patrol in the approach to
the Straits of Messina engaged batteries and searchlights on the Calabrian
coast. At 0205, M.T.B.s challenged four of our landing craft two miles south

of Messina. Their failure to reply led to the M.T.B.s firing torpedoes, happily
without damage.

British and American troops occupied Messina during the day. All
organized resistance in Sicily ceased from this date, though batteries on the
Italian mainland, which attempted on occasions to harass movements in the

Straits, still engaged the attention of Force “ K" and destroyer patrols from
time to time.
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CHAPTER VIII

48. OPERATIONS OF THE LIGHT COASTAL FORCES
(Ref. Plan 17)

During operation “ Husky ” a great number of minor operations were
carried out by the light coastal forces of M.T.B.s and M.G.B.s, working, on
some occasions, in conjunction with landing craft or with cruiser and destroyer
forces. The principal object of their activities was to provide cover against
interference with the landing operations by enemy light surface or underwater
forces. Mention has already been made of many of their operations in the
preceding narratives. The incidents described below are chiefly those in which
the light coastal forces, acting independently, performed much arduous and
gallant service in the approaches to the Straits of Messina.

9th July—D — 1

Operations of the light coastal forces commenced with the despatch from
Malta of M.T.B. patrols to the approaches to Messina and off Cape Porto Stilo.
The patrol areas were : A—north of 38° N., and B—south of 38° N. Some
M.G.B.s were also sent to assist in operation ‘ Arsenal” and to make a
diversionary demonstration off the mouth of the Simeto River. The remaining
flotillas of small craft formed part of the escorting forces of the assault convoys.

10th July—D-day

The night patrol in the approaches to Messina was devoid of incident except
for an attack by four F.W.190s which dropped bombs. One aircraft was
claimed as probably destroyed. Two M.G.B.s laid a smoke screen off Catania
during the bombardment of the town by Force “ Q” (operation ““ Arsenal ™).

11th July—D + 1

Three M.G.B.s patrolled off Augusta and three M.T.B.s in the Straits of
Messina during the night. At 2015 the 7th M.T.B. Flotilla, after removing
some documents, sank an abandoned auxiliary minesweeper 15’ N.W. of Catania.
At 2130 in 37° 34’ N., 15° 43’ E., the 32nd M.T.B. Division reported having
sighted and attacked with torpedoes, depth charges and gunfire, a submarine

on the surface. The submarine returned their fire, causing 17 casualties in the
2 e » s RSy N e RS LR, B . s g e g

Page 86, Section 48. Fourth paragraph, last line. Add footnote :—

sunk in this encounter.”

“ T,ater information established that the Italian submarine ‘ Flutto” was
e e
M.G.B.s Nos. 662 and 659 accompanied the Ulster Monarch and Tetcott

in the operation of landing a special reconnaissance detachment to the south
of Augusta at 1945.

The 20th M.G.B. Flotilla claimed to have destroyed two aircraft during
the day. At 2115, M.T.B.s of the 7th and 32nd Divisions on patrol were sighted
and engaged by Force “ (). (See Section 56.) The patrols during the night
consisted of four large and small M.T.B.s and three M.G.B.s based on Syracuse.
In view of the importance of securing control of the Straits of Messina, all
available British M.T.B.s and M.G.B.s at Bizerta were ordered to Malta.

= e
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12th/13th July—D -+ 3. Sinking of U.561

The patrol in Area A (north of 38° N.), consisting of M.T.B.s 81 (S.0.),
77 and 84 (24th M.T.B. Flotilla) from Malta, when south of Messina in position
110°, Raineri Point 1 -5’ at 2215, 12th July, sighted a submarine at 300 yards
range on the starboard bow, which passed 20 yards ahead of the patrol at
15 knots. M.T.B.s 77 and 84, after going astern to obtain a firing position,
gave chase. As M.T.B. 81 was about to proceed ahead across the submarine’s
wake, a second submarine was sighted astern of the first. No. 81 continued
to go astern, while this second submarine altered course slightly to starboard.
At a range of 100 yards, No. 81 fired her starboard torpedo and hit the enemy
before her conning tower, throwing debris all over the M.T.B. Meanwhile the
other two M.T.B.s pursued the first submarine, No. 77 crossing astern of her
as she altered course sharply to port. No. 77 endeavoured to fire torpedoes,
but both misfired, and she engaged with gunfire, the submarine replied and
altered course again to port prior to submerging. This alteration put No. 84
in a good position, and at 300 yards range she fired both her torpedoes which
missed ahead owing to the submarine’s reduction in speed on diving. No. 84
then went ahead and dropped two depth charges ahead of the swirl. It was
thought that this prompt attack may have damaged the submarine. While
No. 81 searched without success for a survivor who was heard shouting in the
water, Nos. 77 and 84 watched for the second submarine in case she surfaced.
The submarine sunk by M.T.B. 81 was the German U.561.

Later the same night, when off Reggio, No. 81 sighted two vessels which
were thought to be submarines. At 800 yards range she fired a torpedo which
missed astern widely and the targets were then seen to be E-Boats making
25 knots. An enemy report was made, but on rejoining Nos. 77 and 84, touch
was lost as the E-Boats entered Area B (south of 38° N.). At 2345, the 33rd
Flotilla was observed engaging E-Boats and the 24th Flotilla steered north to
intercept, until the E-Boats were reported as having been driven ashore on fire.

On leaving the area at 0500, an enemy report of two E-Boats was received
from the 33rd Flotilla. Immediately afterwards, gunfire was seen and two
E-Boats sighted steering north. Course was altered to intercept and seven
more E-Boats in line ahead were observed disengaging from the 33rd Flotilla.
In passing this enemy force on an opposite course at 1,000 yards fire was withheld
until No. 81 was abreast the last E-Boat, when a brief gun action took place.
Some small calibre hits were scored on the enemy ; No. 81 and No. 77 sustained
slight damage and a rating was wounded in No. 81.

12th/13th July. Actions with E-Boats

In Area B (south of 38° N.) the patrol consisted of M.T.B.s 655 (S.0.),
656 and 633 of the 33rd Flotilla. At 2247/12 on receiving an enemy report
from the 24th Flotilla of two E-Boats steering 180°, 20 knots, course was set
to intercept. At 2340, the enemy was sighted half a mile to the southward,
up moon, steering 330° in line ahead at six knots. The 33rd Flotilla reduced
speed and altered course first to close and then to engage on reciprocal courses.
No. 655 engaged the rear boat, Nos. 656 and 633 the enemy leader, completely
surprising them as they did not reply for 15 seconds when they altered course
towards the Sicilian coast about 300 yards distant. The 33rd Division altering
to starboard maintained its fire and steered at right angles to the enemy thus
driving them inshore. The rear E-Boat taking fire burned fiercely, her guns
were silenced and she ran aground. The other E-Boat, also on fire and very
low in the water, went astern and tried to escape to the northward. Still
firing her foremost gun she became the target of all three M.T.B.s, and when
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last seen was heading for the shore. The action was broken off as shore batteries
opened an_inaccurate fire from 4-in. guns and searchlights illuminated the
division. It was considered that both E-Boats were effectively destroyed, the
damage sustained by the M.T.B.s was extremely slight.

At 0450/13, while returning from patrol two E-Boats (or M.A.S.) were
sighted, bearing 150°, three miles. An attempt to close and engage had to be
abandoned on account of the enemy’s superior speed.
~ Shortly afterwards (0507/13) seven E-Boats (or M.A.S.) were sighted in
line ahead bearing 30° to starboard, steering 340° at high speed. The M.T.B.
division altered course to starboard and increased to full speed, No. 655 drew
four cables ahead of the other two M.T.B.s. In a running fight fire was con-
centrated on the last two enemy boats, and many pom-pom hits were seen on
the last boat which was believed to have suffered considerable damage.

At 0515, the chase was abandoned as the enemy had greater speed. No casualties

were suffered in these encounters. -

49. ORGANIZATION OF THE LOCAL DEFENCE FORCES
(Ref. Plan 14)

Local defence forces were ordered to be formed as follows :(—

(1) Syracuse.—13th Trawler Group (A/S); 153rd B.Y.M.S. Flotilla ;
six H.D.M.L.s from Force “ A .

(2) Augusta.—8th Trawler Group (A/S, M/S); 105th M.M.S. Flotilla ;
four H.D.M.L.s from Force “ B .

(8) Catania.—4th Trawler Group; four H.D.M.L.s from Force “ A" ;
two H.D.M.L.s from Force “ B ”".

(4) Group “P”.—Hunt class destroyers, Cromarty, Poole, Boston,
Seaham, and 22nd M.L. Flotilla to be based on Augusta when
Catania was occupied.

(5) The 20th M.G.B. Flotilla and 32nd M.T.B. Flotilla to be based
on Augusta.

An inshore squadron was formed to act in support of the army under the
orders of the Flag Officer, Sicily, consisting of the following ships :—

Evebus, Roberts, Flores (D), Soemba (D), Cromarty, Poole, Romney,
Seaham. 22nd M.L. Flotilla, three L.C.R.s, three L.C.G.s, four L.C.Fs,
and temporarily two Hunt class destroyers from Force “ A .

14th July—D + 4. Two enemy aircraft shot down by M.L.s

The 3rd M.L. Flotilla (126 (S.0.), 121, 480 and 565) sailed from Augusta
at 0015, for Syracuse. At 0045, an aircraft flying at 100 feet flew down the
line on opposite course to port. The Flotilla opened fire and the aircraft circled
and attacked M.L. 126, dropping a torpedo at 75 yards range. No. 126, in-
creasing speed, took avoiding action and maintaining her fire hit the aircraft
(an S.M.79) which crashed in attempting to turn away. Hearing another
aircraft approaching the Flotilla in taking evasive action ran into the Syracuse
smoke screen which reduced visibility to about a cable. At 0130, an aircraft
flew down the line to starboard, banked astern and approached No. 565 from
the port quarter. No. 565 opened fire and the aircraft blew up in mid-air.
A third aircraft circled the flotilla as it emerged from the smoke screen and
when fired at made off. Apparently these aircraft mistook the M.L.s for
destroyers.
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15th July—D -+ 5. Loss of M.G.B. 641

" During the night of 14th/15th July the M.G.B. patrol in the Straits of Messina
sighted and engaged a submarine which submerged. Shore batteries on the
Italian mainland opened fire and hit M.G.B. 641, which sank with the loss
of all hands.

Actions with E-Boats

At 2240/15, the 7th Flotilla (M.T.B.s 77 (S.0.), 82, 62 and 57) on patrol in
area A sighted and, in line abreast, closed six E-Boats steering south hugging
the coast. The enemy was temporarily lost to sight when the flotilla formed
in line ahead and conformed to his course. But at 2300 the enemy was sighted
again on the starboard bow steering north-west at 15-20 knots. No. 77 fired
both torpedoes, and closing to engage with gunfire the last E-Boat in the line,
immediately came under the fire of all the E-Boats and of shore batteries.
The remainder of the division, being strung out by the high speed, was still out
of effective range. The leading E-Boat blew up, presumably hit by a torpedo
from No. 77. In the gun action which continued for about 15 minutes, the
fourth E-Boat was seen to catch fire and the second to stop, both evidently
damaged. From 2320 to 0215/16, shore batteries intermittently shelled the
M.T.B.s and as No. 77 was hit repeatedly, the division disengaged under smoke
cover. A near-miss caused two casualties in No. 82, obliging her to return to
‘Augusta.

At 0515, five E-Boats steering north at 30 knots were sighted about three
miles to the eastward engaging the 33rd M.T.B. Flotilla patrol. The division
altered course to close and at 0530 opened fire. The E-Boats were making
smoke and as one was evidently in trouble, No. 77 closed to finish her off, but
was obliged to disengage when her gun jammed. The action was continued by
Nos. 62 and 57, the former firing torpedoes, which missed ; they damaged the
last E-Boat in the enemy line at a cost of two casualties (one fatal) in No. 5§7.
All the M.T.B.s were slightly damaged; No. 77, holed below the water-line, had
to bale out by hand. Action was broken off at 0600 when shore batteries on
the south coast of Italy opened fire.

16th July—D + 6
The M.T.B.s and M.G.B.s operating the night patrols off the Messina Straits
approaches began working from Sicilian bases.

50. ACTION WITH “ REGOLO > CLASS CRUISER

17th July—D + 7

At 0215, a division of the 10th M.T.B. Flotilla (Nos. 315 (S.0.), 260, 313,
316) on patrol two miles south of Messina sighted a ship approaching at high
speed from northward. In calm weather with a full moon she must have sighted
the M.T.B.s for, after rounding Pezzo Point, she steered directly towards them
forcing them to disperse, Nos. 315 and 316 crossing to the eastward. The
enemy, recognized as a cruiser of the Regolo class, steered after them until
obliged to turn south to avoid running ashore. On opening fire the enemy hit
No. 316, which blew up; No. 315 fired her torpedoes, which missed ahead.
Nos. 260 and 313 having gained good positions then fired their torpedoes, one
from No. 260 appeared to hit the cruiser on the starboard quarter abreast her
after turret, for she stopped and went astern, turning first to port and then to
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starboard before going ahead again down the Straits at high speed. Batteries
on both sides of the Straits opened fire, straddling her before she twice fired
recognition signals. No. 315 followed the enemy round Cape Dell Armi until
it became clear that she was making for Taranto, apparently at about 40 knots,
as No. 315 lost distance when making 38 knots. At 0250, No. 315 stopped
and made an enemy report en clasr. In this encounter the casualties were :
M.T.B. 316 lost with all her crew ; the commanding officer of No. 260 and one
rating wounded. M.T.B.s 313 and 260 suffered only superficial damage.
Information received later established that the enemy cruiser had not been hit.

18th July—D + 8

In the Straits of Messina during the night of 18th/19th July, the M.T.B.
patrol engaged some E-Boats and claimed to have damaged two. Shore
batteries opened fire, damaging M.T.B. 75 and causing six casualties.

19th July—D + 9

The Inshore Squadron, local and coastal forces, were placed under the
orders of the Flag Officer, Sicily.

During the night of 19th/20th, the 10th Flotilla M.T.B. patrol sighted and
attacked with depth charges a U-Boat off Reggio. Shore batteries opened a
heavy fire on the M.T.B.s. The 7th Flotilla M.T.B. patrol sighted four E-Boats
off Cape Dali, but was unable to press home an attack as the enemy withdrew.

20th July—D 4 10
The 40th M.T.B. Flotilla was ordered to be based on Palermo to operate

in the northern approaches to Messina.

21st July—D + 11

The Quantock and Adrias (G) engaged three E-Boats about a mile off shore
north of Augusta. Both ships suffered minor damage and had some casualties.
The E-Boats, which fired torpedoes, were all reported to have been damaged,
two of them seriously.

During an air raid at Augusta, M.T.B. 288 was sunk at 0345, by a bomb
exploding close to her stern. There were no casualties.

51. ORGANIZATION OF THE MESSINA STRAITS PATROLS

From 21st July until the end of the Sicilian Campaign the M.T.B. and
M.G.B. Flotilla maintained nightly patrols in the Straits of Messina. Up to
the end of July they were carried out solely by the coastal forces, for not until
August were they supported by destroyers. The patrols had very few targets,
only once firing torpedoes, but considerable opposition was experienced from
the shore batteries, aided by powerful searchlights. Nevertheless the patrols
thrust well up to Messina and on three occasions in the last fortnight penetrated
to the north of the port. In the final stages a continual watch was kept on
enemy traffic, three divisions of M.T.B.s relieving one another.
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When last seen No. 665 was burning fiercely with occasional explosions driftin,

towards the Sicilian coast. The search for survivors was continued until first
light (0445) without results.

24th Destroyer Flotilla attacked by E-Boats. 15th August

At 2227, when the Troubridge (D.24), Tyrian and Tumuit were patrolling
the South Calabrian coast in line abreast, the Tyrian obtained radar contact
with a group of echoes and made an enemy report. Course was altered and
speed increased to close. At 2235, the T roubridge detected E-Boats bearing
310° and a minute later the noise of engines broad on the starboard bow.
Course was altered towards, but the noise proved to be from an aircraft which
passed down the starboard side. After altering course back again towards the
enemy bearing, the Troubridge detected torpedoes approaching to port.
passed under the bridge and another down the port side, two more tracks
were seen and combed, and the T yrian sighted a track 80 yards off.

At 2240, the E-Boats were sighted retiring to the south-west under cover
of white smoke. Giving chase, the T: roubridge and Tyrian opened fire, using
radar control, but no hits were observed on the E-Boats which divided into

The presence of the aircraft, which was probably working
with the E-Boats, undoubtedly created confusion in the situation.

16th August—D - 37

During the night 15th/16th, the M.T.B. patrol off Messina had two in-
conclusive engagements with E-Boats. Shore batteries aided by searchlights
engaged the M.T.B.s, damaging two and forcing them to withdraw.
17th August—D + 38 '

The M.T.B. patrol in the Straits at 0205, sighted and challenged four
landing craft about two miles south of Messina. Receiving no reply the M.T.B.s
fired torpedoes. Later they were found to be friendly, fortunately no damage
was done. Destroyers screened the M.T.B. patrol during the night and engaged
enemy batteries and searchlights on the Calabrian coast.

The occupation of Messina on this day concluded the occupation of Sicily
Henceforward the activities of the light coastal forces were directed against
the coasts of Italian mainland.

Although no striking operational successes could be claimed by the light
coastal forces, their patrols were well maintained under conditions of considerable
strain.  No large-scale evacuations from Messina by night took place, as the
patrols constituted a threat to any such attempt; but it was not possible
entirely to prevent enemy movements. Air reconnaissance reports indicated
that the enemy preferred to run the hazards of ajr attack by day. During the

material losses were :—
British
One M.G.B. and three M.T.Bs. Several of the light craft were

damaged in action but most of them only superficially.,
Enemy

T Orre submarine§(U.56 [{nn o\ Yewueco )

Sunk or destroyed.—Three E-Boats, one A/S schooner, five aircraft.
Damaged. —Fwo submariney eleven E-Boats.
B

(C57333) -
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53. ALLIED SUBMARINES’ OPERATIONS
(Ref. Plan 15)

A significant role in the operation was played by the Allied submarines.
During its planning stages the vitally important task of reconnoitring the
beaches and coast defences of Sicily was performed by them. On their accurate
observations, no less than on those of reconnaissance aircraft, greatly depended
the final selection of the assault beaches. In this service, carried out by the
Unruffied, Unseen and Unrivalled, soundings were verified, special C.O.P.P.
parties landed at night in quest of detailed information, tidal movements were
recorded and the configuration of the coastal features noted.

Elsewhere the usual routine of watching enemy bases was maintained
prior to the assault.

The Commander-in-Chief’s intentions and the dispositions of the sub-
marines have been given in Section 10.

All submarines on offensive patrols were ordered, until 13th July, to
restrict their torpedo fire thus : merchant vessels under 4,000 tons were not
to be attacked ; a full salvo of torpedoes was to be kept for cruisers or larger
warships. Unfortunately few of the last ever ventured to sea.

Towards the end of June, the submarines detailed for patrol in the northern
area sailed for their stations, where they arrived on or about 4th July. The
submarines of the patrols north of the Straits of Messina reached their stations
by 6th July ; likewise those of the Taranto patrol, with the exception that the
Tactician took the place of the United until 10th July.

Beacon Submarines
The groups of beacon submarines were sailed as follows :—
Eastern Task Forces beaches.—From Malta on 6th July.
Western Task Forces beaches.—From Algiers, 30th June, 1st July;
and from Bizerta, 4th July.
They discharged their most responsible tasks with efficiency and resource, thus
contributing greatly to the initial success of the assault forces.

After arriving off their beaches, they first reconnoitred them and selected
land-marks for reference. Only one Folbot from the Unseen (Bark East) was
missing from its station on the night of D-day. The Seraph reported being
prevented from laying her buoy on the 8th by a passing E-Boat, and the
Shakespeare was interrupted by aircraft overhead. Undetected by the enemy
all the submarines took up their marking stations by 2300, 9th July; their
signals were picked up by the approaching assault forces.

From the first dispositions of the submarine force it may be seen that,
apart from the beacon submarines, it was employed offensively to deny the
enemy access to the assault area during the crucial stages of putting the military
assault forces ashore. They kept the ring on its outer fringe and prevented or
harrassed the enemy in his efforts to reinforce and supply his troops in Sicily.
By their presence he was obliged to carry out most of such movements over his
land communications. Two gaps could not be closed by submarines, namely,
the Straits of Messina at its crossing point and the north-west corner of Sicily,
with its ports of Palermo, Trapani and Marsala. In the event the enemy made
no effort to employ his main surface forces and only operated M.A.S., E-Boats

and submarines in the invasion area.

In viewing the r :
e trgde esults of the submarines’ activities

may be fairly claimed that ibuti
. the contribution of
Siccess of the campaign was effective and cons(i)deiggkseu
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CHAPTER IX

54. THE COVERING FORCES. PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTS
(Ref. Plan 2)

The organisation and orders for the naval covering force consisting of
Force “ H '’ have been given in detail in Sections 8 and 9.

Prior to the commencement of Operation ““ Husky *’ the three divisions of
Force “ H *’ assembled as follows :—
1st Division at ports on the North African Coast. 2nd Division at
Alexandria. 3rd Division at Gibraltar.

The opening phase was one of concentration, to cover the movements of
the convoys and it was carried out in stages conformably with the changing
situation. The 1st and 2nd Divisions effected their junction in the Ionian Sea
and covered the convoys approaching from Alexandria, while the 3rd Division
covered those from the United Kingdom along the North African Coast. The
role of Reserve Force was assigned to the 3rd Division, also the execution of the
diversionary Operation ““ Fracture .

At 1500, 5th July, the 1st Division, 1st Battle Squadron : Nelson (F.O.
“H "), Rodney, Indomitable (R.A.A.), screened by seven destroyers, sailed from
Mers el Kebir. The 3rd Division, 1st Battle Squadron : Howe (S.0.), King
George V, screened by nine destroyers, sailed from Gibraltar at 0600, 5th July.
The two forces made a rendezvous off Oran at 1640, and entered Algiers at

0800, 6th July, where they completed with fuel.

1st Division, Force «“ H

At 1400, 6th July, the lst Division Force “ H’’ with the Euryalus and
Cleopatra sailed from Algiers to rendezvous with the 2nd Division from
Alexandria in position 33°N., 18°E.! Apart from sighting a number of
floating mines its passage was uneventful. During the day the Indomitable
provided A/S air patrols, while shore-based aircraft acted as A/S escort and
provided fighter cover at night. Six destroyers of Force “ K" relieved the
destroyers of the 1st Division screen off Malta.

At 0600, 8th July, the Awurora (Commodore, 12th C.S.) and Penelope,
having sailed from Bone, 6th July and escorted convoy K.M.S. 18 through the
Tunisian War Channel, joined the flag of the F.O. “ H” south of Malta at
0600/8, and with the 4th and 24th D.F.s, were detached at 1100 to fuel at Malta.

The Euryalus and Cleopatra were detached at 1450 to fuel at Tripoli.
During the afternoon while the 1st Division steered southward, the Force “ H
screen destroyers rejoined and the Force “ K ™ destroyers were then detached
to rendezvous with convoy M.W.F. 36. At 1900, course was altered eastward
to make a morning rendezvous with the 2nd Division.

2nd Division, Force < H *’ :
Meanwhile the 2nd Division, 1st Battle Squadron ; Warspite (R.A. “H’]
Valiant, Formidable, screened by nine destroyers, had sailed from Alexandriz

at 1130, 7th July.

1 Position R.V. on Plan 2.
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OPERATIONS, COASTAL AND COVERING FORCES Sec. 54-55

9th July—D — 1

At 0600, the 1st and 2nd Divisions united at the rendezvous R.V. 240’
south-east of Malta, where Force “ R "’ also joined. The Aurora and Penelope
rejoined at 0900 and the Euryalus and Cleopatra at 1140. During the day,
while 12 destroyers were engaged in refuelling, Force “ H’’ remained in the
vicinity.

At 1245, Force “ Q' (Aurora, Penclope, Inglefield, Offa) was detached

with orders to cover the northern assaults and to carry out Operation “ Arsenal.”’
(See Section 55.)

At 1805, when a low-flying aircraft was sighted which may have been an
enemy reconnaissance aircraft, the Fleet altered course to the eastward at 1915
in order to give the impression that it was closing the Greek coast.

After dark, the Fleet steered to arrive at daylight in 36° 40’ N., 16° 25’ E.,
within easy steaming distance of the Eastern Task Force area, so as to cover
the assaulting forces from interference by enemy surface forces, and if required
speedily to carry out bombardments by the battleships.

55. OPERATION ¢ ARSENAL ”’

10th July—D-day (Ref. Plans 1, 2, 14)

Force “ Q”’ after having been detached approached the Sicilian Coast in
line ahead open order at 18 knots. At 0110, course was altered for bombarding
Catania. The targets allocated were :(—

Aurora, the Central railway station ; Penelope, the power station ;
and destroyers, the Bacino di Ponente.

Fire was opened at 0115 and continued until 0130, the mean range being
14,000 yards. Numerous bursts were seen in the areas, but, as the range was
too great for starshell to burst beyond the targets, the features of the town
could not be identified. An oil fire was visible as the Force proceeded north-
ward.

At 0217, Force “Q” passed through position 37° 45'N., 15° 20’ E.,
Taormina railway station was the selected target, all ships bombarding the
area until 0228 at a mean range of 12,000 yards. Here again details of the
target could not be distinguished, but the firing appeared to be satisfactory,
bursts being observed in the area, the enemy did not reply.

During each bombardment the cruisers dropped smoke floats and the rear
destroyer laid smoke. After the first bombardment the Inglefield dropped a
delay action smoke float joined to a P.A.C. rocket timed for half an hour.
This device acted, for the enemy was observed firing starshell. At 0410 an
operator at Taormina informed Cagliari ““ There is a war on here.”.

~ On completion of the Taormina bombardment, Force “ Q ”’ withdrew and
rejoined Force ““ H ”’ at 0630, 10th July.

! The ammunition expended by Force ““ Q ”’ in the two bombardments was :—

Aurora e < e & 2 .. 134 rounds 6-in.
k- s o5 % 2 .. 120 rounds 4-7-in.
Penelope ol > & - i .. 150 rounds 6-in.
Inglefield e o s G e .. 113 rounds 4-7-in.

(C57333) £4
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Sec. 56 THE INVASION OF SICILY

56. FORCE « H > NARRATIVE OF EVENTS

Meanwhile in Force “ H ”, from 0220 10th July, onwards, flashes were
observed in the direction of the assaults. A fighter umbrella was maintained
over the Fleet until sunset, and throughout the day Force “ H " cruised in the
vicinity of its covering position. The hope entertained of drawing off enemy
air attack on the beaches was disappointed. After 1800, judging that bom-
bardment would not be required, the F.O. “H” altered course south-eastward
until midnight, when course was altered back to regain the covering area.

At 1930, Force “ Q" (Aurora, Penelope, Raider and Ilex) was detached to
patrol the northern flank of the assault area keeping clear of the area in which
M.T.B.s were operating. At 2302, two small bombs fell between the Aurora
and Penelope and at 0025/11, others dropped without exploding astern of the
Penelope. On seven occasions, Force " Q™ fired at approaching aircraft.

11th July—D + 1
At 0600, Force “ Q" rejoined the flag. Fighters from the Indomitable
failed to intercept two unidentified aircraft, which had probably shadowed

Borce = Q-

At 0900, the Aurora and Penelope were detached to fuel at Malta. The
Petard rescued four German airmen in a dinghy whose aircraft had crashed four
days previously. The Brecon joined the flag at 1530, to relieve the Petard
required to embark the Allied Commanders-in-Chief at Malta. Force “H”
closed the eastern approaches to the Malta Channel during the afternoon in
order to rendezvous with the Aurora and Penelope.

At 1700, Force “ Q" (Euryalus, Cleopatra, Ilex and Echo) was detached
for the night northern flank patrol, with instructions to return afterwards to
Malta and refuel.

On the Commander-in-Chief’s instructions the F.O. “ H” adopted a
procedure whereby one division of Force * H " closed Malta during the night
and remained in the vicinity until the destroyers sent in had completed with
fuel. It would then be succeeded by the other division which would carry out
a similar routine, both divisions re-uniting on the following day to continue as
a covering force eastward of Sicily. Force “ R "’ was ordered to proceed to

Malta.

Force *“ Q *’ encounters M.T.B.s

Force “ Q”’, while steering close to the Sicilian coast for its patrol area,
at 2224, detected by radar two small targets closing rapidly from the north.
Though suspected to be friendly M.T.B.s, as they failed to answer when
challenged, the Euryalus and Cleopatra engaged them with a flashless barrage
fire on the line of approach, fired starshell and turned 90° away. On their
part the M.T.B.s mistaking Force “Q » for an enemy fired three torpedoes.
It was inevitable that, until identification was established, the M.T.B.s should
be engaged. Happily no damage was done to either side in this encounter.

Until midnight Force “ Q ” was shadowed by unidentified aircraft, several
were engaged, one which was thought to be friendly dropped a bomb near the
Ilex, probably mistaking her for a U-Boat, as an aircraft report gave a position
almost coinciding with that of Force “ Q.” Two heavy unexplained explosions
occurred near the Force at 2347 in 37° 22" N., 15° 46" E. At daylight, Force “Q”

proceeded to Malta to fuel.

o

OPERATIONS, CoASTAL AND COVERING FoRCEs

12th July—D + 2

At 0430, three single aj
10 miles of Force H%’ ?ﬁzrag;a

Sec. 56-57

possibly on reconnaissance, closed within

‘ : Division was detach ivisi
gzg{:res}(]ielilsgi nt(;ol\f/{?éfa’l’[‘}’:helri ]1)t qnchored off the brigkizfia;tgl ealrlusflt £;¥15;?12
( ! e 1Ist Divisio il i ivisi
inward bound at_ the entrance of the II\}OS?t]heigaz;T‘. 1C3hlasrirﬁissmg i Bia “0B0or
The Troubridge, at 1953, obtained a b :
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30° to the north-westward. As a precaution 1ilrllgc(z:.fsea t(}i:rlll}il iRt

At midnight Force “ H *’ altered course to the northward.

Fared g (Euryal
; yalus, Cleopatra, Ilex and Echo), havi
glllrtrie(;u‘icnth? night north flank patrol, sailed from Nkﬂtaﬁi ‘2? g171)165e nfordpred 49
ping further to seaward of the Sicilian Coast A oHtS atRe

“U.409 *° sunk by H.M.S. < Inconstant *°

A
5 cont;cgﬁigé;“zgg /Jﬁ}lly:1 }}(1)((3) /I gco(zst({[it, (fas]c)oﬁing convoy M.K.F. 19 obtained
o . (north of Dellys). Fi
were made and at 0950 the submarine broke s?lfr)face. lv’i‘}?: pltilcocilftfzii ?)g:rfel:{;

fire scoring three hits and i
t starting a fi i ine’
abandqn ship. At Q959, the su%)marriflewgfilog)og(fr?kthe e Bl

i{ﬁ:ﬂiggt:sgcviien Ithe Empress of Russia and the subma
: » the fnconstant prevented an attack. It was established later that

U409 was the sub i :
5 Skotion 87, marine attacked by the Whimbrel and Cygnet on 6th July

57. MOVEMENTS OF FORCE «Z

(Ref. Plan 2)

Force “ Z ”’, forming 2
e 3 g a reserve force under Captain C.

- 6;2::;:?013 o%eﬁgiilzzsgd on Al%l'ers from 6th JuIl)y. WhilEaI 'ﬂ{grew tol?ed lolgc]llesreé
: ; were discussed i :
Commander-ln—Chlef, Mediterranean, the islailtlicsllozvit‘gvilfllgo afr?éog‘zlvi(g)f iy

nana,

off the north-west poi ici ;
Solicil. point of Sicily, substituted as targets instead of Marittimo

“c

9th July—D — 1

At 2030, the Howe (S.0.). Ki .
Panther, Paladin and A7('7020')s,ailezggfrc(ifgrﬁzlglér{”ms e

10th July—D-day

At 1245, the Sirius, Dido and 7Isis joi
, the Sy = Isis
had taken station in the screen she oblczlirrll?ed

! This was the first visit of Britis

T e ke b oy e h battleships to Malta since December, 1940.

m the vicinity of Galita Is. to the eastward of Cape Bon



