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Sec. 20 Tue INVASION OF SICILY
CHAPTER IV

20. FORCE “A”. ORGANIZATION
(Ref. Plans, 4, 5)

« A under the command of Rear-Admiral Troubridge in H.M.S.
Bulolo, was organized, assembled and loaded in Middle East ports. The
convoys carried the two Divisions (5th and 50th) destined for the assault in the
Acid area and the 231st Brigade for the Bark East assault. Attached troops
were also embarked, namely, one tank battalion and two commandos for Acid
North ; one armoured regiment and one commando for Acid South. (See

S.15.)
The Middle East convoys of Force “ A’ were organized as follows :—

sl s L

Convoy l No. of Ships ‘ Departure Port l Date Remarks
B mEE o s A
M.W.S.36 i l 30 M.T. Alexandria .. ‘\ 3rd July .. | Assault.
| 3 oilers! |
P ESG - i
M.W.F.36 .. | 20 personnel .. \ Port Said i ‘l 5th July .. | Assault.
‘ |
M.W.S.37 S| SO M. & \‘ Alexandria .. | 6th July Follow-up.
2 oilers! ‘ |
M.W.F.37 : E 12 personnel .. \ Alexandria . | 9th July Follow-up.
|

i

e e

.

In addition 15 L.S.T.(2)s, fully laden, sailed from Alexandria for Tripoli
on 24th June in convoy M K.S. 16. An American pontoon was towed by
H.M.S. Romney, but on 26th June the tow broke in half and the pontoon
eventually arrived at Tripoli in tow of H.M.S. Lismore.

The 60 M.T. ships had loaded at Alexandria, Haifa and Beirut, in three
flights of 20 ships each, starting respectively on +he 4th, 10th and 16th June.

The 32 personnel ships embarked their troops at Suez and passed through
the Canal on 30th June, 1st and 2nd July.

The passage of the Assault convoys to the rendezvous off Malta, was marred
only by the torpedoing, off Derna, of the M.T. ship, Shahjehan, in M.W.S. 36
at 1110 on 6th July. Efforts were made to tow her into Tobruk but she sank
at 0220, 7th July. An enemy aircraft sighted the convoy at 1250/7.

Admiral Ramsay (NCET.F.) assumed operational control of all ships and
craft in the E.T.F. at noon D — 1. He had sailed from Malta in the head-
quarter’s ship Antwerp at 0630, to witness the concentration of the convoys
from the Middle East and the United Kingdom and their junction with the
landing craft groups from Sousse, Tripoli and Malta.

The weather was good in the early morning of 9th July, but thereafter
deteriorated throughout the day until by evening the north-westerly wind had
increased to force 6 raising a short steep sea that greatly affected the landing
craft, slowing them down and driving them to leeward. This factor caused
some anxiety concerning the conditions prevailing on the beaches but did not
seriously suggest postponement of the operation.

No reports of enemy aircraft were received during D — 1 and the Antwerp
returned to Malta to land the Chief of Combined Operations, sailing again after
dark for the Eastern Task Force assault area, south of Syracuse.

1 Joined from Malta.
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21. FORCE “A”. THE APPROACH

9th July—D — 1 (Ref. Plans 4, 5)

At 0600, four L.C.I.(L) from Tripoli joined convoy M.W.F. 36. During

the forenoon convoy M.W.S. 36 i
e n(;oﬁ.3 was sighted and both convoys reached their

The north-westerly wind freshened in the afte

: ' rnoon

32781?(;r;::§1n})gufr€}§n 30 .to'41. At 1730, 22 L.C.I.(L)s, ffggrrnl\floﬁ/e; :J:.(I)l(f ’fthe
e ot e majority of these small craft soon dropped astern W}?::l;
. . ﬁ; was (l))vertaken at 1900, it was only making five knots. Half
B o o %un oats Aphis, Scarab, Cockchafer and Flores (Ij) with
PR e e ARSI )
delay and launched the assault in spite of th: st(,)e’nc: 3?21%113 sﬁ;;%riggzp;fristhe

About 1930, the wind slacke

. ; ned though the sea remained ch ;

Etgja":‘;fis S{g%'fi‘d at 2030, when the weather was recordec{1 :sit(r)fépy: deo s
: , visibility good, no moon, and a clear starlit sky o g d

At 2328, the port win
: 2 g column of convoy M.W.F. 36 isti i
gléggis‘icggs]?ark East assault troops parted companilcor}ls‘ifrgng s et
rom the Acid marking submarine (Unmﬁ;:d) weren;)lirclﬁzilsul e
p-

i - Mol
o th}épﬁ:;{lﬁrég t?gnrgilgiies potslll‘zorlzs the smaller craft were all greatly affected
seasickness and from the seas breakiilogogfrerw fﬁzmsuffermg TR

10th July—D-day

Shortly after midni
I ~midnight a large number of b i
(S)fy gguékérbosrne Division passed overhead on theiro$elt);rt;l I(litli}otransport gt
. Some of the gliders which had been slipped prema}c)uf;;ltc?r(r)lgsdnear
own

in the S€l though many Of thel‘I men were y I “
> : T reSClled b the ShipS and cra >

At 0016, the Winchester C
: : astle (S.N.O.L. i i
( Sog%ho ziss(:ﬁllt parted company, followed at 002(i])l))y atr}ll(tia %elzp; Olf) ; ;s el
% tl.le'shi)p)s irfldt hs;ngs‘gf 1\szclfcihCen‘cre assault. The Bulolo (?\I C% ]?‘ai{f’i’c)o
cid North assault st i 5, w ’
i _ stopped
ge?rglﬁzﬁdbborg four cables on the port bow. pl?l‘o :élsgi?tle’fhitl?%l% Mo
earings the Bulolo proceeded to a position 180°, Murro di P;)gcrg 1;?; i

At 0120, starshell i
of Syracuse. , searchlights and gunflashes were visible in the direction

2. THE ASSAULT. ACID AREA
(Ref. Plans 4, 5, 54)

In the Acid North sect i
gt or bad bunching occurred, i i
%he L% s§n§% i(})l stop z}nc'l the resultant disorder ledeto 3;523115 S'hI};S fa{led =
squadfo'xl g einpgeril?lgaéy( I\jil)sslauzllt: In the absence of the yHHi) ?\’Irril,nslgtl}llg
e B S ed in 20 minutes late. rer, time.
partly made up and the first L.C.A. beached at H ++ le() mIifl?JYgsv etf{ gﬁ?ioﬁ?ﬁ

of Punta del Cane (Ho
A4
were taken from the(: rear.seCtor) whence the beach defences of George sector

5
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The main assault flotillas also experienced difficulty in forming up and,
after concentrating at the dispersal point, were released about a mile from the
shore. Their approach was carried out successfully, one flotilla beaching
undetected 20 yards on either side of a pill-box. Their arrival stirred the
beach defences to activity and the flotillas were heavily fired on while with-
drawing but had no casualties. The L.C.A s with the reserve companies waited
15 minutes at the dispersal point before following in to the beach.

All the main assault troops were landed between 0405 and 0415. The
reserve battalion beached 25 minutes late at 0425, the Brigade headquarters
landed at 0445. Ancillary troops and other reserves beached between 0510

and 0545, nearly an hour late.

Acid Centre

In the How sector, the personnel ships stopped in a position one mile to
the south and east of the correct release position. The H.D.M.L. for pilotage
duty failed to arrive before the assault flight had left at 0105 ; her absence, as
well as that of a Folbot, seriously handicapped the 15th Brigade’s assault.
The Eskimo led the two L.C.A. Tlotillas until 0150, when she stopped on
detecting a sonic buoy. At 0230, as the landing craft passed, she signalled
their course to the beach. Apparently she had been set to the southward as
the course indicated took the landing craft to the Folbot in Jig sector 1} miles
south of the How beaches.

During their run in the L.C.A.s had lost formation and become badly
scattered. When they sighted the flashing light of the Jig sector Folbot at 0315,
the squadron officer, the deputy/S.N.O.L. and military S.O. after conferring,
decided to carry out the assault on the How beaches with the available craft.
The three L.C.A.s present were despatched northward while others were rounded
up and directed to their proper beaches. During their run northward these
craft came under ineffective gun and machine-gun fire from several points.
The first craft beached on How Amber beach at 0355, 70 minutes late
Opposition encountered during the landing collapsed immediately the defenders’
positions were attacked. Three L.C.A.s disembarked their troops at Jig Green
beach and the remainder were sent on to How Green beach, where two craft
of the second wave had landed at 0345. Finding this beach, which was covered
with boulders, most unsuitable, the beachmaster, doubting whether it was the
right one, withdrew under fire and went to How Amber beach. Later he returned
to How Green beach where, with the aid of the L.C.S.(M).s he assisted the
military in clearing out the enemy and established his party ashore.

Only three L.C.Ls were in company on reaching the release position and
their loading proved difficult. However, they made up time and landed their
troops at the moment they were wanted. No. 179, carrying the beach Brick
units was disabled at How Red beach by a 6-in. howitzer hit below water and
had five wounded. No. 128 carrying troops for Jig sector beached in a small
cove between How Amber and Green beaches. After landing her troops she

was hit and set on fire, the coxswain being killed and six ratings wounded.

All the assault troops and beach Brick personnel were ashore by first light,
when coast defence batteries inland from Amber beach began shelling the
beaches inflicting casualties and hindering the development of the beaches until
the Eskimo, opening fire at 0545, silenced a concealed battery north-east of
Avola and temporarily relieved the situation. After 0635, she twice engaged
a battery firing on How Green beach, causing an explosion and a fire which
finally reduced it to silence.
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Two Me.109s machine-gunning the beaches were
« engaged by L.C.S.
;)L‘El;(;;) r(iéift. By 0645, t}}:e development of the beaches gvvgs ass?,lred butarrlxil)
1 arms were i :
A fgvehicles. ashore as the foreshore presented great difficulty to the
At Amber beach, which was to be develo i i
g ped as the main beach »
bulldozers prepared the routes and exits the first L.C.T.s were carllledeialf at 37}3%)6
?t Gée?n beach the problem was similar ; though two satisfactory points were
oun d(f)r L.C.T.s, vehicles could not negotiate the boulders until bulldozers
arrived from Amber beach to clear a passage. Further along the beach, however

L.C.M. i : ;
o dwasy'were discharged successfully, the vehicles using a prepared lateral

Acid South

In the Jig sector the personnel ships stopped in the r iti
fmd the first flight of assault craft were Eway gllznost on tini?aslgh%(})fsﬁ;%nd?;ﬁgg# :
in preserving formation and only made 3—4 knots. The sonic buoy was n }é
heard in this sector. The first wave touched down some 30 minut}és late .
Green beach and about 400 yards to the south of Amber beach. The Folbor;
off Green beach proved invaluable, but there was none at Amber beach Aft(::r

beaching, though heavy gunfire was experienced i i
at first, the Italians soon abandoned theri)r deferc;ce:.nd e e

The L.C.T.s were also late in arrivin

[he _ 1 g (0500), however, the first th

ient }in immediately and the rest in due course. At first only rgn(: crgﬁlzlv eéz
eached on account of the soft sandy nature of the beach, but later three were

able to beach at a time. The exit :
St proved them, exits were bad until good work by the beach

23 CONSOLIDATION OF THE BEACHES
(Ref. Plans 4, 5, 54)

Landing success signals were made from How G '
‘ reen beach at 02
No. 3 Commando at 0300, from Jig Amber at 0320, and from George 5556,(:3));

at 0845. The S.R. squadron® reported i
L obatiing o Mufgro 4 Porcol?or ed at 0425 having destroyed the coast

At daylight, the beaches, especi i

: , especially Jig Green and Amb i
I-%ow sector came under desultory machine gun, mortar and 6—in€frhil\1f(iltzlgr }‘1};2
0f varying intensity. As this resistance was on the whole slight and no report
of mines had been received, the N.C.F. “ A’ at 0505, ordered all shi g
move inshore to the anchorage. : A

At 0619, the 50th Division re S
. : ported : ““ All troops land
mop%llrtlgo 71;’% of beach defences completed. Most beaclIl)es ﬁginegd’slf;itél B -
con M.W.S. ir ‘
B weatl\{'gz W.S. 36 anchored off the beaches, having been delayed
Ships of the bombardment i
: . group, had been engaging the coast d

ir;cm ‘;clme to time and all the shgre batteries were sigler;gced by a%outi3 fgg(c)%s

ept one gun in an upknown position, whose occasional shells fell in the sea.
. Bé{ 0937 the situation at Acid was reported by the N.C.F. “ A" as follows
d a? ing of personnel continuing satisfactorily. Delay in beaching L.S Ts
ue to small amount of available beach. Hope to begin unloading shoi'tiy g

1 Special Raiding Squadron (S.A.S. Regt.).

= . s
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“ All beaches captured. Progress of 5th

At 1008, his further report stated :
Avola, Cassibili,

and 50th Divisions satisfactory. Both headquarters ashore.
Casa Nuovo captured. Shelling of beaches ceased.”

In the George sector, when the signal to move to the inshore anchorage
was received, the L.C.A.s were loading for the first flight of the ferry service.
The movement was delayed until they were clear at 0605 and though stopped
temporarily when a shore battery fired six rounds at the ships, all ships had
anchored by 0740. The M.T. ships of convoy M.W.S. 36, on arrival, followed
in and anchored by 0830, when they began discharging.

Four L.S.T.s arrived with convoy M.W.S. 36; L.S.T. No. 414 towing a
pontoon proceeded inshore where it was fixed in position between her and the
shore within an hour. All the L.S.T.s except No. 407 completed clearing during
the day. No. 407 carrying a G.C.I. set anchored off How beach and discharged
it there during the following day.

The Sobieski, Monarch of Bermuda, Duchess of Bedford and Dunera, having
completed discharge by 1230 joined a convoy for Malta which sailed at 1530.
The ships remaining in George sector were the Bulolo, Bergensfiord (with the
Syracuse port party), Ulster M. onarch, Prins Albert and Brittany.

The first air attack on the beaches was made by four F.W.190s at 1314.
The shipping was attacked at 1630 by 40 Ju.88s, near misses causing casualties
in the Bergensfiord and L.S.T. 407. At 1420 the Erebus engaged and destroyed
a strong point east of Punta Grande.

Three more air attacks occurred during D-day in the last of which at 2205,
the Hospital ship Talamba, lying fully lighted about 5 miles off to seaward,
was deliberately bombed and sunk with considerable loss of life, her survivors
were rescued by the Carlisle, Eskimo and Tartar.

At noon, the S.N.O.L. (G) (Captain E. V. Lees) transferred to the Ulster
Monarch. Communications with the beaches had been rapidly established, the
main signal station being set up and working by 0510.

At How Sector, where the L.C.T.s arrived late at the release position, the
first pair were sent to Amber beach at 0410. As the beach was then under fire
they were ordered to lie off and did not beach until 0700. The personnel ships
Reina del Pacifico, Tegelberg and Dilwara anchored at 0800, half a mile off
Amber beach. A ferry service was begun at once, and all three ships were
cleared by 1015. The S.N.O.L. (H) (Captain C. R. G. Allen) transferred to the
Brittany at noon and all the L.S.Ls in the How sector had left the anchorage
an hour before the first heavy bombing raid took place.

The M.T. ships followed the L.S.Ls in to the anchorage and without delay
commenced discharging by L.C.M.s in a steady increasing flow. About 1600,
the George R. Clarke was straddled in a heavy bombing attack which caused
unimportant damage and some casualties.

Four L.S.T.s which arrived with the M.T. ships, anchored until they could
be sent in to Amber beach. The approach there was suitable, but vehicles
could not be landed until the foreshore and exits had been developed. At 1430,
the first L.S.T.s carrying the pontoon bridges beached and two finished
discharging before dark.

i

Only one of the allotted two L.C.F.s arrived in How sector. She was late |

and opposition had ceased, but, from a position close inshore between Green

and Amber beaches she effectively provided close range air defence of the

ships and beaches.

39

THE EASTERN TAsk FORCE Sec. 23-24
At the close of D-day the tactical phase, so far as the beaches were ¢

y , oncerned,
was over, as the 15th Brigade had advanced some miles from their vicirr?iiy.
Beach development was proceeding well, though the rate of discharge of L.C.T.
continued to be slow, hindering the follow-up of vehicles from the M.T. ships.
At Amber beach the L.C.M.s had two discharging points and at Green beach
thrie%a, g}lth two (j,cx1ts ffor \(rfhlcles. Red beach proving practically useless, all
raffic there was transferred to Amber beach and Red b 1
ety ed beach was only used for

At dusk, craft fitted with smoke apparatus took u iti i
¢ p positions for co
the zincI}orilcge. The ﬁrit of the night raids, which henceforward bec;’rfelang
regular feature, occurred at 2045, however smoke i
ship suffered damage in How sector. NS
At Jig sector, though the M.T. ships arrived an hour late, all shippi
: q 5 h
cltos:ﬁl thel shore and_anchored by 0730. The M.T. ships loaded thegpg% 1\?2
a e release position, while those from th 1 i s
- T e gantry ships, being pre-loaded,
Between first light and 0700, Green beach, despite the use of
. . 2 . % S k 2
subjected to mortar and 6-in. Howitzer fire from thepnorthward. Shrﬁ)%iggvg?;
not come under fire, but one L.C.I.(L) was hit four times suffering 40 casualties
: It glas found 12({) be ir(liqpossible to discharge the L.S.T.s without pontoons'
and as these arrived in a damaged state much hard
ey g ard work was necessary before
The S.N.O.L. (J) (Captain P. S. Smith) transferred to th /
1.5 e Prins Alb
1335, and all the personnel ships were sailed at 1430 to join the Malta cor?\'fo;t.
By 1600, the forward troops were reported about five miles north-west of
George sector and the area of Cape Murro di Porco had been cleared of the
enemy.
An air raid which occurred at 1630, the heaviest of all the dayli i
v x aylight
‘was presumably intended to catch the large liners, but these had lgftlgonerit)c}lsf
previously. At 1700, the Uganda engaged batteries north of Syracuse
During seven bright moonlight nights, smoke screens were em -
) ) } loyed bef
last light and before first light to screen the shipping. They I;)rgl‘fed fn?)g?c
effective and no ships were damaged in the fairly heavy air attacks.

Syracuse was reported to have been occupied by our troops at 2100.

24. OCCUPATION OF SYRACUSE. WORK ON THE BEACHES
11th July—D + 1
To consolidate the military occupation of S
: yracuse, Fleet swee d
B.Y.M.S. escorted by the Nubian and Tartar were despatched (0630) It)gr:wirép
the entrance channql and the N.C.F. “ A"’ with the Syracuse Port party em-
Eg;l;ed dH%\I the E]s)kimo. At 0900, the 151st Brigade was reported to have
aircrg;i. oto. During the night the Hospital ship 4 B4 reported an attack by
o Th(f(W}fftqhaven entered Syracuse harbour at 1030, followed at 1100 by the
e bF A" in the Cromarty. No signs of enemy activity were observed ;
¢ boom was intact, but the gear was rotten and the boom vessel not in workiné
order. There was no evidence of mining and only one case of sabotage.
The task of sweeping was quickly performed and by 1250, the channel was

reported clear. The Uganda and Mauritius (1615) bombard 50
n the vicinity of Priolo and Syracuse. : G A
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At 2345 the N.C.E.T.F. signalled that Augusta was being evacuated. In
the George sector the pontoon bridge was being used with great success, while
the R.E. continued developing the roadway and causeway. An attempt,
however, to blow a passage through the sand-bar off Red beach with a large
Bangalore torpedo proved a complete failure. Fortunately three L.S.T.s
arrived with Dukws, which joined in the ferry service. The Bergensfiord

completed discharge and was sailed for Malta.

During the night sporadic air-raids continued, but did not interfere
with the work of discharge. Much ammunition was wasted by M.T. ships
disregarding signals to stop firing.

In How sector at first light, when three L.S.T.s beached, No. 407, which
had been bombed and lost her kedge anchor, ran hard and fast up on the beach.

During an air raid at 1900, the Joseph C. Cannon which had completed

unloading, was hit by a bomb in No. 5 hold which penetrated her bottom.
After temporary repairs she was able to leave next day with the convoy for
Malta. The discharge of M.T. and stores progressed well and delays were made
up.
i At Jig sector the work of unloading continued as fast as possible. The
M.T. ship Baarn (D) was set on fire in No. 1 hold by splinters from a near miss
during an air attack at 1235. As she had ammunition on board, she was sunk
by the Tartar, after an attempt to tow from aft by the Carlisle had failed.

12th July—D + 2

The first appearance of E-Boats was at 0215, when the Aldenham reported
sighting three off Cape Murro di Porco, but they retired at 0300, without making
an attack. :

At 0430, the N.CF. “A” (Rear-Admiral Troubridge) embarked in the
Eskimo with the intention of proceeding to Augusta, but at 0450, when a hit
by a 250-1b. bomb started a fire in her after fuel tanks and caused 19 fatal and
99 other casualties, he went first to the Mauritius and then to the Exmoor.
‘After the Aldenham had transferred the Eskimo’s casualties to a hospital ship,
the Eskimo was taken in tow by the Tartar and, escorted by the Miaoules (G),
arrived at Malta at 1715.

The time had come for sweeping a channel into Augusta and at 0530, the
sweepers commenced their task while the Erebus engaged targets in the area.
Priolo was reported to have been captured by the 17th Brigade at 0720.

The Uganda and Mauritius bombarded Melilli at 0800, and later with the
Erebus and Orion engaged targets near Augusta. By 0914, the channel to
Augusta was reported clear and at 1035, the Exmoor flying the NuGE. oTA s
flag entered the port. She encountered accurate fire at short range, from a
field gun or tank, which obliged her to make a hurried withdrawal. The
N.CF “A” then transferred to the Bulolo. [IVRE P

Ttalian submarines searching for victims suffered,\’dnﬁz:fﬂﬁ loss at 1252,
when the minesweepers on A/S patrol off Cape Panagia, in 37° 06’ N., 15° 25k
attacked the submarine Bromzo which had surfaced near the Seaham. Close
range fire from the Seaham, Boston and later from the Poole, scored many hits
on the Bromzo’s conning tower and hull, killing the captain, three officers and
five men ; other members of the crew jumped overboard when the Seaham and
Boston ran alongside. A boarding party from the Seaham forced two of the

Bronzo’s crew to stop her engines, and the capture was swiftly concluded,
36 prisoners being taken. No attempt had been made to fire scuttling charges.
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The Seaham took the prize in tow and the flotilla set course for Syracuse. ' They

had barely started when at 1340, the Poole reported sighting a periscope and
the Poole, Cromarty and Boston attacked with depth charges. Air bubbles and
oil were seen and it was thought that the submarine was probably damaged.
Other contacts were attacked without results at 1455, 1505 and 1518 by the
Poole and Boston after the minesweepers had resumed their patrol.

At 1430, Admiral Ramsay (N.C.E.T.F.) visited the N:C.Fe A (Rear-
Admiral Troubridge) in the Bulolo. The Exmoor, Kanaris, HD.M.L. 1252 and
B.Y.M.S. 09 entered Augusta harbour at 1540 covered by the Uganda, Mauritius
Ovion and Erebus which remained outside under way. Two officers and a
rating who landed hoisted an ensign on the cathedral. A gun which opened
fire hit the Exmoor, starting a fire and inflicting casualties of two killed and
six wounded. The destroyers, while withdrawing immediately, engaged the
tank causing the trouble and silenced it, but, knowing that troops of the
17th Brigade were entering Augusta, fire on targets ashore had to be restricted.
Another attempt to enter the harbour was made at 1730, in which the Brocklesby,
with the N.C.E.T.F. and N.C.F. “A” on board took part, but an accurate
fire from a 4-gun battery forced them to withdraw. At 1930, the Ulster Monarch
escorted by the Tetcott and two M.G.B.s arrived and landed the S.R. Squadron
at Augusta. A good deal of opposition, which was encountered from light
H.V. guns and machine gun posts, was effectively neutralized by the Tetcott,
Nubian and Tartar, and next morning Augusta was finally reported to be in
our hands. :

During the night intermittent air attacks were made on the shipping, both
flares and torpedoes being dropped without causing damage.

At George sector three L.C.M.s were sent to Syracuse to transfer casualties
to hospital ships. An additional beach, named Blue, was opened in the
northern part of the bay, which with a causeway built there proved satisfactory,
though the lack of approaches and shortage of working companies delayed
landing stores for some hours.

Three L.S.T.s arrived and were berthed on the pontoon at How sector.
When all efforts to refloat No. 407 had proved unavailing, the SHUL (H)
transferred to her as his headquarters ship.

At 0450/12, the M.T. ship, Ocean Peace, off Jig sector had been straddled
by near misses, whose splinters penetrated No. 1 hold setting petrol on fire.
There were no casualties, but finally she had to be sunk by the Tefcott.

13th July—D -+ 3

Nine enemy aircraft were destroyed during night raids. Convoy M.W.S. 37
anchored off Acid sector at 0800 and convoy M.W.F. 37 entered Syracuse at
0930. Twelve empty M.T. ships were sailed for Tripoli and the Joseph C. Cannon

to Malta. The Erebus was ordered (1051) to bombard Catania airport at
e(zi(;tg%r)ne range. The Roberts joined the flag of the N.C.F. “ A" in Acid North

The berthing and discharge of convoy M.W.F. 37 at Syracuse was per-
formed most efficiently. Sixteen L.C.I. (L) and other miscellaneous craft were
used to complete disembarkation and unloading, thus permitting all the ships
to be sailed by 1830.

Air Headquarters, Malta, was requested to provide separate air cover for

Syracgse to be controlled from the Largs, headquarter ship of Rear-Admiral
McGrigor who assumed the title of Flag Officer, Sicily (F.O. Sy.) at 1400.
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The C.S. 15 (Rear-Admiral C. Harcourt) reported that the bombarding
ships had been shelled at full range just north of Cape Campolato while firing
at Lentini. At 1030, No. 3 Commando embarked from Syracuse in the Prins
Albert and proceeded at 1900 to land at Punta Murazzo. The Tetcott covered
the assault landing craft at 2304, shelling enemy batteries and machine gun
posts. At about 0120/14, three E-Boats attacked the Prins Albert, but were
driven off by the Tetcoit which destroyed one.

At 2000 the port party, which had been sent to Augusta during the forenoon,
was withdrawn by the N.O.I.C. as the town was still under fire. The Erebus
bombarded Catania at 2130. At 2227, the C.S. 15 reported, that the situation
at Augusta was still uncertain and that ships should not enter the harbour.

From George sector four empty M.T. ships were sailed (0630) to join the
convoy for Tripoli, two of them carrying 300 prisoners of war each. Between
0800 and 0900, nine M.T. ships of convoy M.W.S. 37 arrived and commenced
discharge. Blue beach was now working successfully.

Three M.T. ships left How sector to join the Tripoli convoy and ten arrived
from convoy M.W.S. 37.

During a heavy air raid at about 1100 at Jig sector, the Timothy Pickering
received a direct hit in the after hold and blew up ; the explosion damaging the
0. Henry and covering the sea with blazing oil. Her casualties were heavy,
only about 30 survivors being rescued. This disaster affected the morale of
the dock operating personnel and delayed unloading, the men refusing to work
in the holds during air raids. The Tidmothy Pickering had just arrived, and
neither personnel nor stores had been discharged. Her bows remained above
water until she was finally sunk by a destroyer. The S.N.O.L. (J) transferred
to a house ashore where the communications were good.

95. OCCUPATION OF AUGUSTA. ACID SOUTH BEACHES CLOSED DOWN

14¢h July—D & 4 (Ref. Plans 4, 5, 14)

The landing of No. 3 Commando at Punta Murrazzo, eight miles south of
Catania was entirely successful in attaining its objective.! The Prins Albert
and Ulster Monarch re-embarked the Commandos and returned to Syracuse
during the forenoon. The usual dawn air attack was less intense ; the night
fighters’ successful work caused great confidence and the A/S patrol took a toll
of low flying torpedo-bombers.

The beaches of Jig sector had now closed down and all personnel and
craft been transferred to Syracuse. The N.C.F.“ A’ (Rear-Admiral Troubridge)
handed over the conduct of operations north of Syracuse to the F.O. Sy.
(Rear-Admiral McGrigor). During the night of 13th/ 14th an airborne landing,
operation “ Marston ’, was carried out toseize objectives near Catania. Although
the troop-carrying aircraft should have passed well clear of the shipping, many
were fired on in error and a number of survivors from aircraft shot down were
picked up during the next day. Fire discipline on this and other occasions was
remarked on as being poor, especially in the M.T. ships.

Ten ships of convoy M.W.S. 37 were sent to discharge at Syracuse and the
remaining 11 ships of M.W.S. 36 were sailed for Tripoli. The Roberts escorted
by the Adrias (G) and Miaoules (G) was detached (0730) to bombard positions
in the Augusta area. The Carlisle assumed duty as A.A. guard-ship at Syracuse.
At 1330, the port party returned to Augusta.

1 Positions from which guns had been firing on Augusta.
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Air activity during the da i
; ; y was considerable and much ammuniti
expended in firing barrages. During the night fairly heavy air altltnalciosnwvg:

made on the Acid shipping and the M.T. shi )
some casualties from neargmisses. B =% oA P ae ey

Four M.T. ships, were sailed in the Tripoli convo
Having been over-loaded they still had some gtores stow%df ri?lnih(;iio(ri%eé S(:Ct(ﬁ'
which could not be unloaded.! An army request for 5-5-in u?l e 3
ammunition necessitated working the William Patterson all night as %he e
at the bottom of her hold. The S.N.O.L. (G) stated that it prc;ved to }1; i
possible to observe priorities unless ships were tactically loaded. Th ellm—
three M.T. ships of convoy M.W.S. 36 cleared from How sector. 5y i

15th July—D + 5

The Commander-in-Chief signalled that all th in Si
: e aerodrom i
lc)leetired of enemy aircraft and consequently the numbers likely tf)sbienegéf)l}l};lt‘ggg
y day would be small, but torpedo-bombers were still operating. The strictest

fire discipli i . . : <
Be fired (I))nl.ne was essential, and only clearly identified hostile aircraft should

The N.C.E.T.F. (Admiral Ramsay) di i

! ' y) directed the N.C.F. “ A *’ (Rear- i

l’i‘rrl;):g;}(;gs) to prgce:cecll{ in }Ehe Bulolo to Syracuse, where the (sitelzlierxtﬁ)crllm‘jvr;ii
ctory, and take charge of the port organisation, as th.

(Rear-Admiral McGrigor) in the Largs was urgently req;uir:d a(’z it?gusstz

Meanwhile Captai
s arelaf aptain C. R. G. Allen, S.N.O.L. (H), would take charge of the whole

The main 8th Army headquarters was clos
] ed at Malt
the Syracuse area during the day. The N.C.F. “ A ” v?si’cae:{l r’ifletréiélrifr(;r re(cll o
in-Chief, Mediterranean, who had arrived in the Acid area. £

Four empty M.T. ships of convoy M.W.S. 3 i
(1530), two of them carrying prisongrs of war. AR S R npich e

At How sector L.S.T. 407 was towed off b ;
. p i the tug R
M.T. ships which had completed discharge Wereysailed.u%&ftgxs‘twe’ iyt

of the N.C.F. “ A " at 1800 for S
in the Acid area, or Syracuse the S.N.O.L.

the departure
(H) assumed command

16th July—D - 6

In air raids on Syracuse between 0045
were near missed and had some casualties. .

At 0945, the tug Restive i
: t proceeded to the assistance of th
torpedoed about 40’ off the coast, but her services were not reqlfirgéfgpa’f‘r}?é

F.O. Sy. proceeded to August i
B e Malta.gus a at 1015. Four empty ships from convoy

A meeting of the Port Defence Committee was held in the Bulolo. The

Cameronia arrived at Syracuse (2000). Th ;
; e Rest Wi G
Nos. 300 and 410 from George sector) to Syractissé.ve S

! In complete disregard of the recom i
mendations b i e
%S0 Section 61. ions made after operation ‘‘ Torch.

e e e T e B8
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17th July—D + 7

In a heavy air raid on Syracuse at 0215, the M.T. ship William T. Colman
was damaged and there were several near misses amongst the shipping.
The Kerrara reported (0330) an E-Boat attack outside Augusta harbour. The
commander-in-chief signalled (0730) that it was important to get the station
back to normal routine as soon as possible, and that a delay of 24 hours in
sailing convoys could be accepted in order to ensure the final clearing of beaches.

At 1645 a large fire broke out at the fuelling point, Molo San Antonio,
Syracuse, endangering the M.T. ship Teucer, which had to be shifted. The fire
was got under control by 1730. At 2000, the N.C.F. “ A in the Bulolo with
the Cameronia and three escorts sailed for Malta. When he left, the situation
in the Acid area was: The F.O. Sy. had assumed general control of shipping
movements on the east coast of Sicily, and was also supervising the organisation
of the port of Augusta. Captain Grey had assumed the duties of N.O.L.C.,
Syracuse, and Captain C. R. G. Allen (S.N.O.L. (H) ) had taken charge of the
Acid beaches. The Jig sector beaches had been closed, but George and How
sector beaches were still working at full capacity. The intention was to close
these beaches on 24th July, but the decision to land the 78th Division
necessitated their working at full pressure until 5th August. In addition, 11
ships of the convoys K.M.S. 19B and 19C were discharged during that period.

Activity in the Acid area after 17th July developed into an organised
routine and no longer had the character of a tactical operation.

18th July—D + 8

At the Blue beach, George sector, a 60-ft. causeway and two Somerfelt
track roadways were completed. Six M.T. ships arrived, three for How and
three for George sectors. All the dumb barges ex-M.T. ships were towed to
Syracuse. An L.C.I. (L), damaged by shellfire on D-day, sailed for Malta

escorted by the Eday.

19th July—D -9

At 0050, L.C.T. 570, in George sector loaded with petrol was set on fire
by shell fragments during an air raid. All her crew were saved, including one
man who had slept on through the fire and exploding ammunition overhead.
Four M.T. ships were sailed to discharge at Syracuse. The N.C.E.T.F. arrived
in the Abdiel and inspected the Acid beaches.

20th/21st July—D + 10D + 11
The balloon barrage in George sector was transferred to Syracuse. Six M.T.
ships carrying prisoners of war were sailed to join the convoy for Malta.

22nd July—D + 12
During an air raid at 0330, the Samuel Parker in How sector was near-missed
and had two fatal casualties.

The S.N.O.L. (H) in L.S.T. 407 went to the assistance of the Emgpire Moon,
on fire 7} miles south of C. Murro di Porco. She was taken in tow by the Oriana,
tug. Three M.T. ships sailed for Malta.
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23rd July—D -+ 13

The Hurworth and Aldenham were des

spatched (1430) to
U-ﬁloatB that had torpedoed the Newfoundland.! The( S.N?O.f,.g(e(%;célrcfgereélc}g
in the Brittany to Syracuse, where the water situation was serious. Information

was received, that th ivisi 0 : :
e Raa beaches;,i e 78th Division from Sousse would be disembarked at

94th July—D + 14

Two M.T. ships arrived (0800). All the stevedores from George sector

having been sent to Augusta, disch :
Queen arrived at How sgctor ,(1800)?1rge CORE VT ST I Vst L Lisiay

26. DISEMBARKATION OF THE 78th DIVISION (ACID AREA)

95th July—D - 15 (Ref. Plans 4, 5)

The first elements of the 78th Division arri i
! ] arrived in 13 L.C.I. 5
flg}lllé)v;rielg;th(o)lii({) ‘?gulgl}rllte L?T af’; 1}&1_c1d beaches. Six M.T. ships ariigf{;zi ch (1)%8,
in fou i ir
crews were warned not to veniurz (11111% :g(?zslisrfils el of Ll PR

96th July—D + 16

Two L.S.T.s arrived at 0830 and eight L.C
; : AG5E :
was near-missed in the morning air ra?d at Georsgg )s:‘cttfl)z.oo‘ e i

27th July—D + 17

Four L.S.T.s arrived at 1030. The Emps i

: 1re Gnome sailed, towi
to. Augusta; and four L.S.T.s were sent to embark beach c(())wrrirr;lgaic%)oosntgog
prisoners of war for Sousse. At 2315, the Ocean Wanderer was slightly damagrel:d

by a near miss in an ai i 5
killed and two wounded.lr o SEEIDLULD Dl dnd aps

28th July—D -+ 18

At 0730, eight L.S.T.s and 12 L.C.I.s (L) arri
y t LS.T. el arrived and
k.CSi(.iI.Ssh%I))ir\;vere salle% glth inAesScort for Malta and Sousseemg‘thZ%(')?)'szl ztrlllcé
ing was sailed with A/S screen and A/A. escort to ;
Marzameni. This movement, termed operation “ Rumble,”’ (v)vﬁirtls}fu\}v(;hsogggf)tzg

as a nightly precaution to avoid air attacl i
returned each morning to the beaches. £ RaR SO, ‘ e

29th July—D + 19

In a heavy north-easterly swell that m i i

' ade discharging on th

ggg?glelzt;elc‘t'gf‘v&z S?)Zesr,l (;luls a(tind thre(:ie LT(}ZI.I.S broached togangd the pf)nl‘zg?ghfr?
; y damaged. ree L.C.T.s were sent to S

discharge. Four L.S.T.s and two L.C.I i e 3 ha
: r LS.T. .C.Ls:{(E)-arrived;alsoc E:S(T

with G.C.I. equipment at 0730. Tw hS : , e

: . from convoy K.M.S i
also ten more L.S.T.s. As the L.S.T  vero e
.S.T.s were unable to beach, ei iled

’iOCSIyracuse, the _remalnder anchored ; later, six emi)ag/ ’I‘flgl’lllE SW eredS ;s

.C.Ls (L) were sailed for Sousse. et

1 See Section 46.
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= D24
30th July-3rd August—D -+ 20 to :
Three L.S.T.s were sent to discharge at Syracuse, four mﬁreit:rglgfg(i[ I?rrflg
five were sailed for Sousse. Two M.T. ships were sailed for Ma
ived. S e
arrlv’ia‘hree M.T. ships were sailed for I%Ialta, also t(%voeLI;CS]:l;S zziirl;féig)orhéoulsgg.'l‘
. 330 towed a damaged L.C.T. to Syracuse. One L.S.T. :
o :?l‘he Oriana, tug, towed three L.C.M.s off George beach. Three M.T. sillps

iled for Malta.
Salle(é)nzrwater ship arrived and sailed later for Syracuse. The Salvestor towed

. No. 375 to Syracuse. : ‘
L'C.’Fl‘hlriz L.C.T.s were sent to Syracuse for discharge, one arrived from

Syracuse.

4th August—D + 25 : :
Two L.C.Is (L) arrived from Augusta. One L.C.T. sailed to glsc};erl.;%;aoﬁz

Syracuse. Three M.T. ships sailed to join convoy for Malta. Prep

w}ge begim during the day to close the Acid area.

5th August—D +- 26 v :

George sector closed down at noon. Shipping and landénfociit Sszge SGX:
to Augusta and Syracuse and the L.S.T. _pontoon was towe 3 g i o
1(1;15 t%e S.N.O.L. (G) and staff in the Brittany with the beac coln;rlna e
beach sign.atll party in the Ulster Queen, Aldenham and L.C.I. (L) sai
Malta, followed by L.S.T. 305 and the City of Newcastle.

6th August—D -+ 27 .
ining i i Malta, Augusta
ippi t ning in Acid area were sailed for alta,
d éu zhlups%mgl%}rig CSr?\?Oreina(lH) %Vith staff in the Hurworth with l‘che 1Howéiv
't?:ach }cr(r)nfmaiido in L.C.I. (L) 278 left for Malta and Acid area finally close

down.

Summary of Beach Work :
i i h August, the following
i 27 working days: 10th July to 5t ; (
perso]?iﬁzllng\zetlllliiles and storges were landed from ships and landing craft in the
Acid sectors :—

Sector :
Ggg;éif)s e;nod craft discharged: 3 LS.Is(L), 2 LS.P.s, 26 M.T. ships,

24 L.S.Ts, 24 L.C.Is (L) and 11 pre-loaded L.C.T.s.

1 Vehicles. Stores (tons).
Persomt;l4 dg;gmbarked : e Fetuss
How Sector

27 M.T. ships and 7 L.S.T.s were discharged, as well as small craft whose
numbers are not stated.

sembarked. Vehicles. Stores (tons).
o AT 4,057 19,807
ﬂgl'\Igefcitg\’ires are available for this sector which was only in operation for
four days.
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27. FORCE « A ., REMARKS BY THE N.C.F.« A »

Rear-Admiral Troubridge (N.C.F. “ A )
“ Lessons learnt,”
points :—

() The principal lesson is the
constituted assault force. For combined operations, he advocated
the formation of units under an S.N .O.L. Four such units, each
consisting of one squadron of major landing craft, one squadron of
minor landing craft, a beach commando and a beach signal station,
would form an assault force commanded by a flag officer.

(ii) A suitable type of small ship, such as an L.CI. (L), should be

provided for each S.N.O.L. to which he can transfer on departure
of his L.SI.

(iii) In each sector landing craft should burn coloured stern lights
distinguishing the sector. Major landing craft should have white
markings of different designs, ¢ .., diamonds, Squares, etc., indicating
their sectors.

(iv) To enable supporting arms to be landed on the heels of the assaulting
infantry, L.C.T.s should carry at least four Dukws pre-loaded with
anti-tank and A A. weapons.

(v) L.C.T.s should not be so overloaded
to beaching in too deep water.

(vi) Drivers of vehicles require training and Ppractice in disembarking
over ramps and through beach-exits.

(vii) Fuel—(a) Reserve fuel should not be embarked in L.S.T. or 1 5P
(b) Cased fuel in M.T. ships should have plastic or sandbag pro-
tection against bomb splinters. (c) Small tankers should be
provided for fuelling escorts and other craft as large ships present
attractive targets for air attack.

(viii) The provision of special salvage and fire fighting tugs is suggested.
An L.C.T. fitted with powerful hose equipment and foam, like a
Thames fire float, would be invaluable, particularly in captured
ports.

(ix) Smoke screens were extensively used. Weather conditions favoured

this form of defence, the smoke rising about 70 f¢. obscured shipping

and obstructed selective attack by aircraft. The moral effect was
good by preventing the ““ naked feeling of crews of ships at
anchor in bright moonlight. Ag Captured ports will certainly be
subjected to heavy scale night attack, adequate supplies of smoke

appliances should be landed as i

To provide close support fire during the final approach, all L.C.A s

should be fitted with g pair of Vickers “ K ”’ guns in the position

normally used for Bren guns.

(xi) Some form of recognition signal (smoke or Pyrotechnic) should be
employed by forward troops when advancing along the coast to
indicate their positions to supporting ships.

(xii) Prompt and efficient reorganization of captured ports, which is of
vital importance, requires competent experienced N.O.s i/c and
staff. They should participate in planning and take Passage in the
headquarters ship, where they would keep in touch with the

situation and receive last minute instructions from the Force
commander.

included in his report a number of
of which the following is a brief Summary of important

that vehicles are drowned due

(x)
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On the subject of naval supporting fire Admiral Troubridge remarks, that
given on a

the small weight of the enemy’s air attacks enabled support to be
larger scale and with greater accuracy than would have been possible if ships

had had to manceuvre at high speed for protection against bombing.

Unobserved indirect fire, which had to be used in the early stages, proved
more effective than was expected in neutralizing and in some instances, silencing
enemy batteries.

Doubtless this was partly due to the low morale of the
Ttalians. In the first four days approximately 50 targets were engaged, about
half of them without F.0.0. observation. Direct and indirect bombardment
of towns and large area targets without F.0:0. observatio

n considerably
assisted the army and the early capture of Melilli was due to this form of support.

Evacuation of Casuaities
t, hospital ships lay 7 miles off the beaches and from 15 to

During dayligh
20 miles at night. Consequently it was not possible to evacuate casualties after

1600. It was recommended that in future, hodpital ships should lie about
9 miles off the beaches and their movements should be controlled by the naval
commander of the sector. Where sea crossings do not exceed 100 miles,
L.CT.s and L.C.lLs could be used to evacuate casualties to base hospitals.
They would have to carry medical officers and sick berth staff. Specially
equipped non-operational L.C.T.s would be almost ideal for this purpose.

A naval medical officer should be attached to each S.N.O.L. As hospital
ships were not available at night, casualties were sent either to headquarters
ships or beach dressing stations. The former are unsuitable for dealing with
large numbers and evacuation from the latter to hospital ships entails undue
shaking up. A satisfactory solution would be to have a small hospital carrier

in the anchorage.

Water

M.T. ships should carry water and be provided with a means for discharging
it. The assault force should be accompanied by a small water tanker.
mains in captured ports are damaged, water for port personnel should be
supplied in drums. The stand-by S.N.O.L. ship, if of suitable size, should be
fitted to carry extra water and a provision store for all small craft operating in

the assault area.

49

THE EASTERN TAsk FORCE Sec. 28

CHAPTER V

28. FORCE “B’. OBJECTIVE AND ORGANIZATION

(Ref. Plans 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)

The central British assault was directed agains

. . . % A\:t % S

gi ilﬁll}{he ]r;};\falufea W;as sub-dividqd into twog secto;[s}teBSgll}}ihg:sbg e;;ldctgnelz

R ﬁrrceo engaged being under the command of Rear-Ad ?rl

el 2%'1 g?, aval Commander, Force “B”). The Bark East fm e
ying st Brigade, only came under his orders after it had beenaéeta?:fl(;?i’

from the M.W.F. 36 convoy. I .
north of Marzameni. el R e BN 0 M)

The B ;
was corflpoz:erg rSn(Z)ugl fOfr ce, carrying the 51st Highland Division, 30th C
hiofe Tt froms pzr‘(c)s ilﬁnﬁi)n%hcffft’ conVons whose mission was a shor(c)erlt)(f ’
- r rica. Its task T,
the Peter and Queen sectors, seizing the islands of Pz:‘gi:rgoalr?crll ticggegi?Ches 5q

These landing places were sele
: cted, so as to outflank th
g)lzn\:vbe%r Cll):fae(rzllg, dwhlch was the first objective. Potto PaloeBE;yvgefLsPlgrto e
maintenance be a}?d after capture the intention was to make it the % s
: beach in the Bark South area. The objecti principal
troops were :— jectives of the assaulting

E;g io ?gpl;cure the town and airfield of Pachino
o link up with the 1st C i A i
Thas i ik dhuph };r;ladlan Division, wh}ch was landing in
(3) To advance inland and capture the towns of Noto, Rosolini
’ 1,

Spaccaforno and Pozzall i
connecting those places. 0 together. with the road and railway

Organization of Force «“ B »’

The Bark East assault force sai
N _ force sailed from Egypt as part of /
thget:r(}i).%s. Eslr(lf)e$et;e;rl;f§) 12&22?? CII,JCSI;1 _(L)—I}{ermf, gtr?ltli??ﬂiziiﬁ%%iié?
et ed to this group, which ;
friﬁaﬁlaigr(}l Adshboqrne, R.N., the SN.O.L. (N). The 2315Y%Sriu;:11 S o i
, had carried out its training in Egypt after transfer %:he:é 5 e

The Bark S .
e outh assault force consisted of the following ships and landing

4 LS.I.
S.Ls (M) Rog:z?nUlste%nan, Royal Scotsman, Queen Emma and
1710€8S tri i :
: e L,C.I\?s’jm) carrying 22 LiC:Ais; 3'L.CSs
SES.Ts 28 L6 s, 36 ToiC Tus<(E):

Headquarters ship H.M.S. Largs (Flag of N.C.F. “B”)

The military force embark i
ed consisted of the 51 i ivisi
a commando detachment. The 30th Corps Commandj; I%,ltgfl(_l}ael:xd S]?;VICS)IOEeand
T . Sir. O. Leese,

Bart., and the G.O.C s
) O:C;; Slst-D ] ;
staffs, took passage in the Laygsl.VISmn, Major-Gen. D. Wimberley, with their

The assault forces had i i
- ¢ : received combined trainin, jidjelli pri
craﬁagl;aa‘uog but 1’chls had been somewhat handicappe% ftl)ty It)}]:ed]g(leléep{'mr =
personnel for participation in the capture of the island of Pan(‘t::ell?:ri(a)tf

Y
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The military personnel and vehicles were moved from Djidjelli to Sousse,
Sfax and Malta as follows :—
(a) Personnel by L.C.I. (L) and L.5 [
() Wheeled vehicles by road from Djidjelli to Sousse.
(c) Tracked vehicles by L.S.T. and'EL €=
This movement entailed a reduction of training time by about a week, but it
served as a valuable rehearsal.
The Bark South convoys were loaded and sailed as follows :—
Convoy S.B.F. 1—L.S.I. (M) from Sfax.
Convoy S.B.F. 2—L.C.I. (L) from Malta.
Convoy S.B.S. 1—L.C.T. from Sfax.
Convoy S.B.M.1—L.S.T. from Sfax.

The reason for sailing the S.B.F. 2 convoy from Malta was to reduce the time |

the bulk of the troops would have to live on board the landing craft under
cramped conditions. As vehicles could not be loaded at Sfax, all the L.C.T.
and L.S.T. were sent first to Sousse to load there before embarking military
personnel at Sfax prior to sailing. Loading of vehicles at Sousse had to be

effected under difficult conditions as its small harbour was strewn with wrecks |

and other obstructions.

On 4th July, L.S.T. 429, on passage from Sousse to Sfax laden with M.T.,
was lost by fire. She had a pontoon bridge in tow, which was recovered next
day by H.M.S. Tango. No lives were lost ; the vehicles were replaced and
loaded into a spare L.S.T.

Convoy S.B.S. 1, which was led by L.S.T. 69, included 29 L.C.T.s,5L.C.Gss,
6 L.C.R.s and the 4 H.D.M.L.s detailed to lead in the assault craft, sailed from
Sfax at 1400, D — 3. The escort consisted of 2 destroyers, 4 minesweepers,
3 trawlers and 2 M.L.s. Convoy S.B.F. 1, consisting of the Largs (headquarters
ship) and the 4 L.S.Ls (M), sailed from Sfax at 2130, D — 2. The escort of
4 Hunt class destroyers and the A.A. ship Ulster Queen, joined during the
passage.

Convoy S.B.F. 2, consisting of 23 L.C.Ls with assaulting troops, sailed
from Malta at 1500, D — 1, escorted by 2 destroyers and 14 M.L.s. Convoy
S.B.M. 1, consisting of 26 L.S.T.s, escorted by 2 destroyers, 8 trawlers and
8 M.L.s, sailed at 1730, D — 2 from Sfax.

The times of sailing of the convoys were arranged to enable them to reach
the release position at H — 2§ hours.

29. PLANS FOR CLOSE SUPPORT AND BOMBARDING

The close-support craft of the Bark South assaults were organized in
three groups as follows :(—
(1) Red assault group.—Two destroyers, three L.C.Gs, -onevL.C.E,
two L.C.S.s.
(2) Amber demonstration group.—One destroyer, one Eecs
(3) Green assault group.—One destroyer, two 1.c.Gs, one L.CHE
one L.C.S,
Bombardment and close support was divided into three phases :—
(i) Before H-hour ;
(ii) From H-hour to 15 minutes before first light ;
(i) After H + 105 minutes.

|

l
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The priority of targets was defined as :—
First.—Opportunity targets, searchlights or guns firing.
Second.—Known enemy positions and other pre-arranged targets.

The approximate positions only of the close support craft in Phase I were
indicated, the larger craft being ordered not to close within two miles of the
beaches until surprise had been lost. Smoke might be laid to screen the assault-
ing craft, provided that it did not cause them to lose sight of their leader.
After the troops were ashore in Phase II, the supporting ships and craft could
fire as necessary into the 51st Division’s area outside the lines of restriction.
Inside these lines they were only to fire to put out searchlights, or by F.0.0.’s
call, or by order of N.C.F. “ B .

In Phase III, while the assaulting troops were occupied in clearing the
51st Division area, Amber demonstration group supported by the Eggesford
would engage pill-box targets. An L.C.S. making smoke would enter Porto
Palo Bay, the intention being to make the enemy believe that the main attack
would be there. At H -+ 145 minutes the group would withdraw and join the
Red or Green support groups as ordered.

Bombarding Squadron Orders
The bombarding squadron (Group II of Force ““ K ”’) was organized into
two sub-groups :—
Group Ila.—Orion, Loyal.
Group I1b6.—Newfoundland (C.S. 15), Laforey, Lookout.

On release by the Rear-Admiral, Force “ V ”’, in position C.F. at H — 2
hours, the bombarding squadron would proceed to its bombarding position
about five miles south of Correnti Island, arriving by H — 15 minutes. Fire
was only to be opened at first priority targets if surprise was lost. This
instruction would hold also for inside the unrestricted areas during Phase II
but searchlights holding our craft might be engaged. Fire was not to be
opened inside the 51st Division area between H -+ 105 minutes and H + 120
minutes.

During Phase III, the whole daylight period of D-day, firing was to be
restricted to :—

(a) Calls from attacked F.0.O.s.

(b) Special targets ordered by the Rear-Admiral, Force “ B ”.

() Coux;;cer—battery fire ; observing that this might endanger the troops
ashore.

30. SUPPORT FOR THE MILITARY OPERATIONS
(Ref. Plans 4, 5, 6)

Naval support would be given to the following military operations :—

Nap One.—The advance from the Red beaches towards Punta Anipro
and the marshland on the east side of Porto Palo Bay, the object of which was
to clear the Amber beaches by a flank assault. The Red supporting group
and the bombarding squadron would operate to the south-westward and the
Green supporting group to the eastward of their respective target areas. The
LCF. and L.CS. were to work up the coast from Correnti Island giving
additional support, smoke being laid if called for. When fire was lifted to the
second target area a similar procedure was to be followed with the Green
support group participating.
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Nap Two.—An advance on Porto Palo Bay
of the attack. If resistance had
The positions of the groups would be the same as for Nap One.

Kilchurn.—This operation was an advance from the Red beaches to the
westward, to clear the coast as far as the boundary of the 1st Canadian Division.

The Red support group (less L.C.F. and L.CS) with any available
ships of the bombarding squadron would support from south-westward of
Correnti Island. The L.C.F. and L.C.S. would work up the coast from Correnti
Island, firing at machine guns and providing smoke at call.

Tel-el-Kebir —This operation was the landing on the Amber beaches ;
either on Amber I (east end of Porto Palo Bay) or on Amber II (between

Porto Palo Bay and Passero Island). The same target areas were indicated

for either case. If the Red support L.C.G. had already registered on their
in at anchor westward of Correnti Island, otherwise all

area they would rema TV
available supporting ships and craft would take up bombarding positions to

the southward and south-eastward of the Amber beaches.

Other operations were :—

St.  Amndrews—An advance towards the ridge of high ground one mile
north of Porto Palo Bay.

Khartown.—An advance towards Pachino town from the high ridge. These
movements would be supported by any available ships of the bombarding
squadron and the L.C.G., according to circumstances.

31. THE APPROACH -BARK SOUTH AND BARK EAST FORCES

9th July—D — 1 (Ref. Plans 3, 4, 5, 6)

At 1700, as the Largs entered the Malta swept channel, the S.B.F. 2 convoy & ,

was sighted ; it took station astern. Weather conditions were difficult, and it
became necessary to reduce speed and adjust the course to prevent the L.C.Ls
being left behind. At 1857, the S.B.S. 1 convoy (L.C.T.) was sighted, making
about 3% knots. The two convoys combined and course was altered to the
northward to shorten the distance to the release position. Gradually ground
was lost and the final stages of the approach resembled a general chase, the
L.C.T.s eventually arriving at the release position some two hours late.

When the H.D.M.L.s were detached to join the Largs, they had to proceed
at their utmost speed and were almost swamped, but, in spite of flooding,
damage and discomfort, they kept up and later successfully performed thei
duty of leading in the assault craft.

Information had been received before sailing of the loss by capsizing o
L.C.T. 547 which was carrying six Sherman tanks. She had been strained o1
passage from the United Kingdom. Several of the L.C.T.s broke down and
had to be taken in tow by the L.C.G.s and L.C.F.s, but in spite of difficulties al
eventually disembarked their loads on the correct beaches.

The wind and sea after passing Malta having increased considerably withou!
signs of improvement, at 1900 the N.C.F.“B” conferred with the senior military
officers. It was decided to proceed two miles further north before anchoring
in order to obtain a lee and reduce the distance that the L.C.A.s would have®
make under their own power. This alteration of plan proved unnecessary &
the weather improved markedly after 2100.

(east side) being a continuation
been strong, time might be required to reform. |
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o Sgeaggg (r)?;:f(lingbthe 100-fathom line the minesweepers took station ahead
The N.CF «B ”(Eln : (}if ’fihe convoy before they finished streaming their swee s.
report.m.l énemy mei;lese tg(:ctc(; ;iililce sp(ifd aga}ilnland, in view of the favoura‘gle:
) risk an :
course, later enabled the minesweepgrs to draw glga?néheggveral Aperahiup

= II:;L’%csl xzz Zlght(:dtwhen about seven miles from the release position. As
il altere(c)lu20 WO or three miles to windward of her correct poéition
T _to starboard. Shortly afterwards the marking sub

e, (Ln was sighted. Deciding that on account of the Weatgh it
WO e advantageous to remain to windward, the N.C.F. “ B ”’ anchorec?rthl;

convoy one mile to the west i .
- valetageng stward and windward of the release position, only

On the run from the Malta swe X

: 1 pt channel the Princess Beatri
her .tg'ut wire measuring gear, which, with the Largs’ 273SR:§Z;M apisrmnn
in aiding the accurate navigation of the convoy. e

During the approach a lar
) ge number of troop-carrying ai
the convoys, obviously some distance from tﬁ)eir pglopgrat:rglrliz pa]S;Safgal? ‘fxi

survivors from gliders which h i i
S o ooneke ich had landed in the sea were picked up by units of

In the direction of Syracuse searchli
: ghts and A.A. fire we isible ;
?:;?dﬂtﬁ:tﬁgil}ngts“{ept the sea around Cape Passero for some I‘;ei!n::s:iglg - v?/ne
o ey olfgth pick up the larger landing craft as they made for the Gre:rf
sl If point. However, this searchlight was switched off after
b }f assaulting craft to get their bearings on the silhouetted
e r the approach of the Bark South was undetected and
possibility of complete surprise could be reckoned on with confidence ARG e

Bark East Force

M.Wl}/%??aré\évh;{[e écggsBzgk Elast force which had been detached from convo
o e f_ , Was approaching its release position. As thz
e u 12 order, the destroyer Pindos (G) was stationed on h,
e i eS ma(tlr ing submarine (Unseen). On obtaining bearings of tl(:r
oid i cocr)lvopaMa%(‘), lighthouse, it was found that Bark East fgrce hag
ey ad.y i .F. 36, about three miles short of the correct position
L justed accordingly. The southerly set having proved to b
B e sightly to the aouth.cast of the releach pootion. P s
) -east of the r iti :
i(l)lrce stopped in the release position at 0030 ; thouge;:iiee ggfll(’;l(})lna Bagk el
ere was still a confused swell running from the northward fivscuno i

32. NARRATIVE OF EVENTS—BARK EAST SECTOR

10th July— D-day (Ref. Plans 4, 5, 54)

After lJowering, the L.C.A i
; .C.A.s formed up in readiriess, whi 5
Was sent on ahead to locate the correct beaches and slio::r geggd?ngl}éh‘: Zf?)z

the assault flights. Thi i justi
g mgissirig. his precaution was fully justified as the Folbot from the
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Weather conditions made the lowering and forming up of the L.C.A. flotilla
very difficult and some craft had to be left to follow on. The main body of the
assaulting L.C.A.s made a successful though somewhat ragged run in and
surprise was not lost until within 50 yards of the beaches. All the flights
touched down at the correct time. Only light machine-gun fire and sniping
was encountered on beaching, to which the L.C.S. and L.C.F. 17 replied
effectively. There were no naval casualties, those of the military were light.

The sea inshore being calm, scramble landings were made without difficulty ;
the reserve company landed on scramble Red beach. As an attempt to land
K.3 commando on Red beach met with considerable opposition, the landing
was made at Amber beach. A 75-mm. field gun, concealed in a shed 50 yards
inland of scramble Amber beach, was captured intact with its ammunition,
after the assaulting troops had dealt with its sleeping crew.

When the M.M/S commenced sweeping from the release position at 0530,
it was found that the L.S.I. (L) had drifted 44 miles to the southward. Fleet
M/S, which arrived at 0600, carried out a clearing sweep and marked a channel,
no mines were found.

A coast defence battery, situated about 2,000 yards north of Pachino,
opened fire from five guns in an attempt to lay a defensive barrage on a line
200 yards off the beaches. No serious damage was done to the landing craft,
At 0533, HN.M.S.s Flores and Soemba engaged this battery, under F.0.0.
direction and neutralized it by 0645, their shooting was commented on as
“excellent:”’

At 0615, the Bark East portion of convoy M.W.S. 36 with L.S.T. 411 and
escort arrived. The enemy’s fire by 0640 being only spasmodic, all ships were
ordered in to the anchorage, the Keren leading. L.S.T. 411 was sent on and
immediately landed her tanks at Red beach. The L.C.T.s delayed by weather,
did not arrive until 0648, nearly six hours late. After the M.T. ships had
reached the anchorage at 0740, the ferry service of discharging proceeded
quickly. Neither of the Bark East beaches were found to have been mined,
but the area inland of Red beach was heavily mined.

During the forenoon the N.C.E.T.F. (Admiral Ramsay) in the Anfwerp
visited the Bark East sector. Only one air attack was made during the
morning, by two M.E. 109s which fired cannon on Red beach at 0550, wounding
one rating. The only landing craft lost at Bark East was L.C.P. (R) 913,
which was set on fire by a shell splinter during the assault and burnt out without
loss of life.

At 1025, L.S.T. 97 arrived from Bark South and landed vehicles for the
51st Division. The S.N.O.L. (N) (Captain Lord Ashbourne) transferred to the
Alynbank at 1230 and issued orders concerning the establishment of A/S patrols,
and use of smoke cover at dusk and dawn.

At 1400, the Keren, Strathnaver and Otranio escorted by the Shoreham
sailed to join convoy at Bark South. After their departure the M.T. ships were
moved closer inshore.

The loss of the M.T. ship Shahjehan was seriously felt now, not only because
of the vehicles and stores lost, but also because her two L.C.M.s and four docks
operation companies were not available for unloading. Throughout the
following days the lack of stevedores delayed the rate of discharge. On the
beaches, however, with the help of prisoners, labour was adequate and its
capacity greater than could be exploited.
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Between 2010 and midnight intermittent air attacks were made on the
shipping, but the only damage was that caused by a near miss on the Alynbank
which killed two ratings.

When the Gawler, Ipswich, Lismore and Maryborough were returning to
Malta from Bark East at 2310/10, the Gawler carried out a ‘“ snap ’’ attack on
a contact dropping four depth charges. Five explosions were heard but a
further search yielded no result.

11th July—D + 1

The S.N.O.L. (N) agreed with the N.C.F. “B” to sending L.C.T.s from
Bark South to unload at Bark East. When five arrived at noon it was soon
found that their discharge seriously affected that of the M.T. ships. A further
source of delay was the grounding on Isola Grande of L.S.T. 9, which had
arrived with vehicles for the 51st Division.

The hospital ship Dorsetshire which arrived during the afternoon, was
ordered to seaward in the evening so as to avoid air attack. Although fully
illuminated, she was deliberately bombed and suffered damage and a number
of casualties.

12th July—D + 2

The N.C.F. “ B’ directed that the Bark East beaches were to be kept
open mainly for L.C.T.s carrying 5lst Division stores after the M.T. ships there
were cleared. The only M.T. ship due to arrive on D + 3 would be transferred
to Bark South. This arrangement permitted greater economy in A/S patrols.

At night the hospital ships Amra and Dorsetshire, with lights extinguished,
were anchored close to the other shipping under A.A. and smoke protection.
Two M.T. ships at Bark East completed unloading late in the evening.

13th July—D +- 3

On the departure of the N.C.F.“B” (Rear-Admiral McGrigor) for Syracuse,
all the Bark areas came under the orders of the N.C.F. “V” (Rear-Admiral
Vian) who held a conference of S.N.O.L.s on board the Hilary. Two empty
M.T. ships were sailed to rendezvous with the Tripoli convoy and the Alynbank
was withdrawn from Bark East to increase the A.A. protection at Bark South.
Three partly discharged M.T. ships and the S.S. Diomede from the follow-up
convoy were ordered from Bark West to discharge at Bark East, as the N.C.F.
«“V » had decided to close down Bark West. Two Hunt class destroyers were
sent to reinforce the A.A. protection at Bark East and a combined A/S patrol
was organized for the Bark South and East sectors. The S.N.O.L. (N) trans-
ferred his headquarters ashore to a house at Isola Piccolo which gave a convenient
view over the anchorage. By evening three more M.T. ships had completed
discharge.

14th July—D + 4

During the forenoon 913 prisoners of war were embarked in two M.T.
ships which, with an empty M.T. ship, were sailed at 1400 to join convoy.
The transfer of M.T. ships to Bark East was discussed in conference with the
N.CF.“V.” Three M.T. ships from Bark West with the hospital ships Dinard
and St. Julian arrived in the evening while an air attack was in progress.
One M.T. ship (Fort Meductic) reported having sighted a circling torpedo, but
thanks to effective smoke cover no ships were hit or damaged. From three
enemy aircraft seen to crash, only one survivor was picked up.
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15th July—D + 6

The Netherlands gunboats Soemba and Flores sailed for Augusta during
the afternoon. The Fort Nashwaak embarked 734 prisoners of war in the
afternoon and sailed, with two other empty M.T. ships, at 1800, to join the
Tripoli convoy. The hospital ship Dinard sailed at 1900. Two M.T. ships,
which had discharged vehicles only at Bark South, arrived to discharge stores.

16th July—D + 6

Unloading proceeded favourably during the day. The approaches to the
anchorage were swept by four fleet M/S which had arrived from Tripoli. In the
evening they sailed to rendezvous with and escort empty M.T. ships from Acid
area to Tripoli. Some more L.C.T.s with 51st Division stores arrived from
Bark South.

17th July—D + 7

The S.N.O.L. (N) visited AMGOT? at Pachino and requested the cancellation
of unauthorized permission for tunny fishing ; other matters were discussed with
the Brick commander. The hospital ship St. Julian sailed for Sousse. One
L.S.T. arrived and beached on Red beach.

Commander R. W. Thompson, R.N., relieved Captain Lord Ashbourne as
S.N.O.L. (N), the responsibility for ships at Bark East anchorage being assumed
by Captain C. R. L. Parry (D.21). On completion of discharge of the remaining
M.T. ships the Bark East beaches were to be closed down.

18th July—D + 8

Captain Lord Ashbourne and staff sailed for Malta in the Brecon at 0700.
Certain points from his report on the operations at Bark East are summarized
as follows :—

(1) Smoke cover at dawn, dusk and night, proved to be an effective
protection against air attack. It was advantageous to haul down
balloons below the smoke and to withhold fire until the attack
developed. Close co-operation with the army smoke organization
was of great value in protecting the anchorage.

(2) First flight assault craft should make an immediate brief signal
reporting the results of their landing.

(3) Arrangements should be made to provide replenishments of food
for M.L.s, M.M/S,, etc.

(4) Though landing craft required little attention, the beach repair party
proved useful in dealing with small defects. The Le Tourneau
crane was useful in hoisting heavy stores into lorries, it should not
be landed before D + 1.

(5) Though L.C.P.s (S) are too vulnerable for landing initial assault
troops and are unable in bad weather to keep up with the L.C.A.s,
five were used to carry an extra company of the reserve battalion.

Technical details on the working of communications, which, despite the
prodigious number of signals, was excellent, were given in an Appendix.

1 Allied Military Government of Occupied Territories.
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33. NARRATIVE OF EVENTS. BARK SOUTH AREA
10th July—D-Day ‘ (Ref. Plans 4, 5, 54, 6)

On reaching the release position at 0034, the L.C.A.s fully manned, were
lowered in six minutes, and proceeded to form up in their groups on their
HD.M.Ls. One group (Green) drifted out of sight, but eventually joined the
main body just before beaching. The signal for the assault formations to proceed
was made at 0115. Due to the heavy swell running, the work of lowering the
L.C.M.s and embarking troops in the L.C.Is (L) proved difficult. Only 5 out
of 12 L.C.L:s (L) were able to obey the signal, 2 were still loading, the others,
delayed by the weather, were sent in to their beaches independently.

H.D.M.L. 1221 arrived at the waiting position 15 minuteslate. At RedI
beach the L.C.A.s touched down to time ; at Red II beach, L.C.A. 254 received
5 mortar hits, and had 11 casualties, but the remainder landed their troops
without casualties. The left flank of the landing was covered by L.C.S. 34.

Disembarkation was slow as the swell unshipped the ramps. The L.C.T.s
beached on a 50-yards stretch of sand, which was reduced by an L.S.T.
ramming an L.C.I. (L) and pushing her up on the beach. At Red II beach the
touch-down was made a few minutes before H-hour, some 200-300 yards to
the westward of the correct beach. Here a platoon moving north ran into
mines and suffered some casualties. As the assaulting L.C.A.s had had to
struggle against a head sea and heavy swell with seas breaking over them their
performance was most praiseworthy.

The fact that the Red beaches were not good appears to have been fully
appreciated by the enemy, for, with the exception of Red II, they were found
to be only lightly defended. The commando detachment landed on Correnti
Island, cleared it of enemy troops without incident. The first five L.C.L.s
beached on time, the remainder landed their troops between 0400 and 0430.

The S.B.S.1 convoy (L.C.T.s) arrived about two hours late and went

straight in to their beaches. The first L.C.T. beached about 0400, and the

majority of the remainder before dawn, thus enabling tanks and anti-tank guns
to be landed before a counter-attack could be expected.

Included in Force “ B’ were six L.C.T.s (R). It had been planned to use
them in support of the assaults on Red II, III, and Green II beaches, on the
flanks at Amber beach and on the west flank of Red II beach, a position which
might form a threat to the Canadian landing. In the event, however, these
rocket craft arrived too late to support the assaults, so they were sent in and
fired on flank targets between 0308 and 0420. The moral effect of their fire
was so impressive that some 70 of the enemy surrendered at a strong point on
the western side of the landing.

At 0735, when the Eggesford reported no apparent activity at Amber
beach, two L.C.A.s, sent in to reconnoitre from the Royal Ulsterman, found the
beach clear. The only opposition encountered by a beach party which landed
on Amber beach at 0900, was a burst of machine gun fire. A full broadside
from a Hunt class destroyer stifled any repetition of this resistance. .

Although there was considerable congestion on the beaches, especially
after the reserve brigade had landed at first light, all the L.C.L.s and L.C.T.s of
the 154th and 153rd Brigades were discharged by 0745.

At 0900, the L.S.I.s (M) were moved to the anchorage off Amber beach.
On shore some mines, marked by cairns of stones, were found in the exits, but
the beaches were clear. The defences appeared to have been abandoned after
the rocket craft had engaged their positions.
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by signal to
er the beach had been surveyed, the L.S.T.s were ordered
comeA (f)tl in as soon as possible. L.S.T. 69, which had alreﬁ('iyhd:rscgagegre((i)ﬂlig
tanks and self-propelled guns at Red beach, was sent on to I'Slc't rg e
vehicles on Amber beach. The Amber beach naval and gm A a ‘g’e rpbeach =
arrived in convoys S.B.M. 1 and S.B.F. 3 at about 1500. 4 t1 msubsequently
1..S.T. pontoon causeway was used but discharge proved to Ie s ?,w}and il
it proved most useful for landing personnel from the L.C. 3 ’(chz)it 3kt
for dispatch boats, casualty clearing, etc. It was soon foun st
caused difficulty, and Dukws had to be used for landing stgrgs O i pc.)ssible
This false beach ran the whole length of Amber beach and it v&;e}xlse eagc g
i e ;the I‘i(ljlnt(igrﬁ ﬁaéorglggda}lfele}?ogﬁo&r; with rocks and
montory of the bay, after the I.I. ATl it
was opened as Amber II beach. Its surface was dr
iznrit;it%sé good I})1ard with excellent exits. Prisoners of v_vaui1 werede;l%lﬁ)gzg ntlz
assist in this work and by D + 2, five L.St.T.s could be discharge
time as fast as the vehicles could drive out. b ;
During the afternoon, convoy S.B.F. 2, consisting of L.C}.ll'is g;g :irrSlYlg(i
and landed over 4,000 troops almost simultaneously. Meanw. lr?t succéea =
continued beaching ; of those using the sandy shores, only 2111 mm;)1 ady ki
in landing all their vehicles without casualties, the others
drowned from various causes. ; it i,
_ the three L.S.Ls (M) sailed for Sousse. The N.C.E.
Largﬁtalffclgro visiting Bark Eas’g and Bark West, returned tz:(iolgark South for
the night. The first L.S.T. convoy was sailed for Malta at' h Rt
By dark the 51st Division with a large proportion of its 1\1753 111c e(s1 as el
established on shore and the G.O.C. Slst D1V1§1on had set up his hea qdro ed
There was some air activity during the night but no b(})lmbg wees;e())rd p%m
at Bark South. One enemy aircraft was shot down byht ed ; féjche bafy
hospital ship Dorsetshire with all lights extinguished anchored 1 ’

11th July—D + 1 :
Unloading the L.S.T.s continued throughout the day, byltmghtfall all the
first flight were discharged and over 20 had beel.l sailed f‘or Ma a. : b
The S.N.O.L. (Q) landed and installed his s.taff in a bulldll’llg CtOSZ% 2
Amber II beach, releasing the Royal Ulsterman which sailed for Malta a 1500.
The G.O.C. 30th Corps established his headquarters on %}iore at coun{
It was decided to close the Bark West beaches as soon as p0551h le ofn ?rfthere
of the difficulties of landing on a lee shore and to send all M.T. ships fro
to discharge at Bark South. i
. 1”i‘che lfnding at Bark South, due to its position between the Bﬁrk (];Tast tz;n(i
Bark West landings, was singularly free from air I?t?ci'psltag?ldctr a?taW\;a;E n%t
too of being a ¢ shore-to-shore '’ landing in which s 1h ey i
i 1 eriods off the beaches, but coulgl beach an
Zitr?xlfrelt(le.d fgin(())lgeg (?over was used successfully at night and unseen targets were
not fired on, with the result that no attacks were Tn'fl(.ie. e
Some L.C.T.s loaded with stores for the 51st Division were sent to discharg
at Bark East.

12th July—D + 2 : :

T\l:llg M.T. ships from Bark West arrived at 2115 and began dlschar%n;%
with the aid of Dukws. All the first flights of L.S.T.s and I.,.C.lil.s aLfst weoOn
2 number of the first follow-up craft completed unloading during the afternoon.
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13th July—D + 3

Convoy K.M.S. 19 (A) arrived at 0645 and started discharging. The
N.C.F. “V”’ (Rear-Admiral Vian) assumed command of Bark South and East
sectors and the S.N.O.L. (S) (Captain I. R. H. Black) took charge of Amber
beach as all his ships were now arriving in the bay. The N.C.F. “B” (Rear

Admiral McGrigor) in the Largs proceeded to Syracuse for duty as Flag Officer
Sicily (F.O. Sy.).

14th July—D + 4

The unloading of M.T. ships was accelerated by sending L.S.T.s alongside
them to receive vehicles on their upper and tank decks for discharge at Amber 11
beach. Empty craft were sailed in groups as convenient to Malta.

15th July—D + §

The S.N.O.L. (Q) (Captain N. V. Dickinson), his staff and beach party sailed
for Sousse during the forenoon leaving the Assistant S.N.O.L. (Q) (Comr.
C. G. Vyner) with one beach group at Amber II beach to assist the S.N.O.L. (S).
Prisoners of war not required for working parties were sent to Sousse in returning
fSeks.

The only naval casualties at Bark South were four in L.S.T. 417, from a
near miss by bomb or A.A. shell early on D + 3. Though air raids were seen
most evenings to the north-eastward, only two bombs were dropped off Porto
Palo Point. Losses of landing craft were slight ; three L.C.T.s, one L.C.I. (L)
and one L.C.A. stranded at Red II beach were all got off by D 4+ 5 with the
exception of L.C.I. (L) 124.

Two L.C.A.s were left for the S.N.O.L.s use and for evacuation of wounded
by the Royal Ulsterman. The S.N.O.L. (Q) considered that it is better for an
S.N.O.L. to be afloat, as he then has an adequate signal installation and can see
what is going on. He intended, if the Royal Ulsterman had been damaged, to

embark in an L.C.I. (L) which had been fitted as an headquarters ship for the
Assault Brigadier.

34. SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS

The following is a brief summary of the conclusions in the report of Rear
Admiral McGrigor (N.C.F. “B”’) :—

(1) The L.S.T.s were easy to beach, but they should be fitted with longer
ramps; on steep shoal sand or shingle beaches they should beach at high speed.
Although they are not assault craft they could be beached in the dark on

properly reconnoitred beaches after suitable leading marks had been erected.
Bad driving was responsible for drowning many vehicles.

(2) The L.S.T. pontoon proved satisfactory, but towing is hazardous in
bad weather. It is suggested that each ship should carry a shorter length of
pontoon at specially fitted spur davits on either side.

. (3) The L.C.I.s (L) proved suitable for carrying troops considerable
distances without adversely affecting their fighting efficiency.
Provided that the water’s edge has been clearly marked by an advance

party, L.C.Ls (L) could make satisfactory landings on dark nights before the
beaches are captured. The essential conditions are :—

(a) Good disembarkation drill.
(6) A beach slope of not more than 1 in 60.
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i itable for
L.C.T.—Mark III L.C.T., even when lightly loaded are unsuit: g
assalfﬁ;) landings in the dark, unless there is no doubt of thefiandlnghtéilenfg S;gy
shod. The Mark IV craft with reduced load can follow 1A e(mlnyv:l resis’tance.
are easily managed and their Oerlikon guns can effectively beat Ov";her ISiance.
They cannot maintain more than 53 knots in convoy in good weaf SRR
of speed in bad weather makes their inclusion in timed convoys imp .

(5) L.C.A.—These craft proved their excellence and have a high degree
of serviceability when well handled and maintained.

i but their value for
L.C.G.—Very little use was made of the L.C.G.s g
direCEch,upport is undZubted and there should be sufficient to cover every section
of a landing.

i i hese craft at Amber
L.C.T. (R).—The brief demonstration made by t
beacl(17l)1eartened(th)e troops and demoralized the defenders. They Cﬁotl*ile(}i b‘(; i}(l}sle(i
for controlling and directing L.C.As. by H:F.- R/T.if they (vix{ere
special chart room, taut wire measuring gear and echo sounding.

(8) During training, the 51st Division was anxious to be landed on rocky

foreshore for the following reasons :—

(a) Rocks cannot be mined. ; .

(8) Rocky cliffs give good cover from fixed line machine guns.

(c) Rocky places are not usually well deferfde(;ll. E e

h al point of view the great advantage is that the water 1s g
g;ggl firsr-rslﬁgd lgndings possible and withdrawal quicker after beaéhing. h(’)Il‘J}llg
disaévantage is that of striking on outlying rocks. Assaulting L.C.A.s s
be well spaced when beaching on rocky shores.

ies.—Beachmasters and assistant.beachmasters shoulfl.be
ofﬁce(rgs) olf?)(;)ii}slorfl’:lriiy, expe1r<ience and adequate seniority, capable of exercising
lete control in the dark. _ S
Comli*‘or an opposed landing the present st;ength of .the beaﬁh parl‘iisd 613
insufficient. Where the shores are rocky or difficult leading mar 'staret e
for the L.C.I. and L.C.T. beaching, one beachmaster ar}d two assils a}[n e
masters cannot reconnoitre adjacent beaches speedily enough to
advantage to be taken of the brief hours of darkness.

) ) t altogether
0) Beach Lights and Equipment.—The present types were no e
satisgc%oryeand ari liable to be confused with shore lights such as grmy_mmedggp
and guiding lights. Large beach signs with coloured reflectors 1llu{n1n:i~‘te 5 y
lamps would be more suitable to indicate beaching places for major landing
craft.

i landed
Unloading of Stores.—Although personnel and vehicles can be
at a (I}ilg)h rate, stofesfproved to be a great difficulty. Valuable slilps lha;\ét;,nto
be retained off exposed beaches for days because 'of the slox_zv rate of unlo i g
Some L.S.T.s were unloaded by Dukws. which had difficulty in clim ;Irlg
up the steep ramp. They cannot turn round inside the L.S.T.s and it gvaﬁe\; o%’f
difficult to lift the stores into them. L.S.T.s on the pontoon w%re élq e o
because no 3-ton lorries were available and Dukws. can only be rlvlfin e
wards down the causeway at a very low speed. Roller runwayts_ shou =
carried by L.S.T.s, also additional lengths with the pontoon s%actlons. k]
siderable improvement is needed in the stowing and unloading o hS %re‘sl,d “1,1 2
is the most important part of maintenance over the beaches, if the build up
not to be delayed.
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(12) Unloading Personnel Ships.—Arrangements should be made for army
details to handle baggage.

(13) Intelligence—Photographs of beaches were good but it is essential
that each should have some form of scale.

(14) Navigational—H.D.M.L.s need all round hydrophones for use in
picking up sonic buoys.

(15) Taut Wire Measuring Gear—This should be fitted in headquarter
ships and in the H.D.M.L.s leading in from the release position to the waiting
position.

(16) Marking of Craft.—Craft should be marked with distinguishing white
shapes denoting their groups or beaches.

(17) Smoke.—At anchorages, the use of smoke coupled with good fire
discipline proved an excellent defence against night bombing.

(18) “ Y ™ Service.—The operational value of a good “ Y’ service to
augment Radar plots was proved again during operation Husky .

35. REMARKS ON BOMBARDMENTS. BARK SOUTH
(Ref. Plan, 4, 5)

In addition to the Bombarding Squadron! four Hunt class destroyers

(Whaddon, W heatland, Lamerton and Eggesford), five L.C.G.s and six L.C.T.s (R)
were available for close support.

Before daylight on D-day three L.C.T. (R) fired pre-arranged shoots on
enemy strong points. After daylight it was apparent that there was no serious
opposition and the only close support given was a few rounds fired by the
Whaddon, Eggesford and three L.C.G. The Laforey also joined in to silence
machine guns firing in Porto Palo Bay.

Later, the Bombarding Squadron at the request of the 30th Corps, fired
direct shoots on target areas about five miles inland without observation by
F.0.0. These targets included the towns of Rosolini and Spaccaforno and areas
suspected to contain enemy concentrations. Five F.0.0. parties were landed,
four being attached to the Hunt class destroyers with the fifth in reserve.

During the period D + 1 to D + 3, the only bombardment carried out was by
the Orion on the town of Modica on D + 1.

Equipment of F.0.0. Parties

As far as possible the F.0.0.s kept up with the army advance but they
were greatly handicapped by lack of transport. F.0.O. parties landing with
the assault should be equipped with a No. 18 M(c) set and be provided with a
white scout car fitted with a No. 19 set complete with driver.

Support craft organization

It is suggested that L.C.F., L.C.G. and L.C.T. (R) should cease to be under
the Major craft organization and should be known as support gunboats, with
appropriate markings, organized in flotillas.

1 See Section 29.
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Close Support Wave

The institution of a Close Support Wave is recommended, so that F.0.0.s
could call up and make use of fire from L.C.F. and L.C.G. at short range during
the assault. It would only be required during the assault, and would leave the
B.C.W. as laid down. The use of Crystals on the BCW Proved valuable, if
possible F.0.0.s should be supplied with them for their spotting waves.

Planning the use of Rocket Craft

If rockets are to be fired over the assaulting troops, the assaulting craft
formations must be planned to fit in with the requirements of the L.C.T. (R).
The L.C.A.s should be about 15° on the bow.

Use of L.C.G.s

These craft were designed for direct fire, the army would not agree to
them being used for indirect fire.

Lines of Restriction

Army lines of restriction for a landing on a 2,000-yard front, gave a safety |

margin of 2,000 yards on either flank and a depth of several miles into which
no firing could take place after H-hour without F.O.O. observation. In order
not unduly to restrict naval gunfire support, it may be desirable to have several
lines of restriction which could be altered by agreement.

Code Words

In combined operations code words are unnecessary. Lettered positions
followed by a three-figure bearing and a three-figure distance (in hundreds of
yards) would suffice for passing the positions of our own ‘troops. Lettered
positions should not be numerous and should include areas in the direction of
the probable line of advance.

Enémy Battery Numbers

Enemy batteries should be numbered by one central authority for all
three services. Defence over-prints should use the I.S.I.s report battery
numbers if possible, supplemented as new batteries appear.
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CHAPTER VI

36. FORCE “V» ORGANIZATION, ORDERS, ETC.
(Ref. Plans 2, 3, 4, 5, 8)

The most westerly area of the Eastern Task Force was Bark West, where
the assault was made on Beach No. 57, between Punta della Formiche and
Punta Ciriga. Here the stretch of coast was sub-divided into two sectors,
Roger and Sugar, in each of which four beaches were indicated as possible
landing places. The task of the naval force under the command of Rear-Admiral
Vian (Naval Commander Force “ V") was to make a ship-to-shore assault in
this Bark West area. Force “ V ”’ was organized in the United Kingdom and
embarked in two convoys : K.M.F. 18, consisting of 12 personnel ships ; and
K.M.S. 18 of 18 M.T. ships.

The intentions were :—

(1) To carry the Bark West assault forces to beaches in the vi
Punta Chiappa (Lat. 36° 41}’ N., Long. 15° 02}’ E.).

(2) To support and protect the assault force during disembarkation.

(3) To support and maintain the assault force landing.

The boundary between Bark South and Bark West was a line drawn 200°
from Punta della Formiche.

cinity of

Organization Military Force—Commands, ete.

The assault would be carried out by the 1st Canadian Division (Foree>. V.”)
and two Royal Marine Commandos.

This force was commanded by Major-Gen. G. G. Simmonds, C.B.E. (Hilary).
It consisted of :—

First Canadian Brigade—Brigadier H. D. Graham, E.D. (Glengyle)
(embarked in the Glengyle, Derbyshire, Marnix van St. Aldegonde).

Second Canadian Brigade—Brigadier C. Vokes (C 1rcassia) (embarked
in the Circassia, Llangibby Castle, Durban Castle).

Third Canadian Brigade—Brigadier M. H. S. Penhale (Batory)
(embarked in the Batory, Ascania)

The commandos were commanded by Brigadier R. E. Laycock
(Derbyshire) :—

No. 40 R.M. Commando—Lt.-Col. J. C. Manners, R.M. (embarked
in Derbyshire).

No. 41 R.M. Commando—Lt.-Col. B. J. D. Lumsden, R.M. (em-
barked in Durban Castle).

Force “ V"’ came under the operational control of the Commander-in-Chief,

Mediterranean, after passing 10° W. longitude and under that of the Naval
Commander, Eastern Task Force, when it passed into his area.

Air Co-operation

During the passage from the United Kingdom, long-range A/S protection
was provided by coastal command aircraft operating from the United Kingdom
as far as the latitude of Lisbon. South of that latitude and during passage
through the Mediterranean, protection was by long-range aircraft of the R.A.F.
and U.S.A.A.F. operating from North Africa.

(C57333) D3
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Fighter protection was given to the convoys :—
(a) By aircraft of the N.W.A.C.A.F., while off the Algerian and Tunisian

coasts.
(b) Between Tripoli and Malta by aircraft based o

fighters based on Malta.
(c) In the vicinity of and northward of Malta by aircraft based on

Malta and Tripoli.

n Tripolitania, and by

Objectives of Force «“V ”
The selected beaches on which landings were made by Force SV Miwere

known to be unfavourable, owing to the existence of runnels or shallow bars.
The troops were to land on three out of the four beaches in each of the sectors
Roger and Sugar; the lst Canadian Brigade on the Roger beaches, the
ond Canadian Brigade on the Sugar beaches to the west of Punta Chiappa, and
the 40th and 41st R.M. Commandos to the west of Punta Castelluzzo. The
objectives of these assault forces were :—

(a) Capture of the beaches.
b) Protect the left flank of the 30th Corps.

(
(c) Capture of Pachino airfield.
(4) Advance to the line of the road, Rosolini—Spaccaforno——Pozzallo in

conformity with the 51st Division.
(See Section 28.)

Military Landing Plan oot pjans g, 11, 12, 1)
The R.M. Commandos, Nos. 40 and 41, would be landed in 22 L.C.A.s led
by M.L. No. 1 and supported by a destroyer, one L.C.G. (L) and one L.C.F.
Commando No. 41 in 10 L.C.A.s would beach as soon as practicable after
the convoy had anchored.
Commando No. 40, in 12 L.C.A.s, would beach 10 minutes later. After

the commandos had landed, 2 L.C.A.s, carrying a special reconnaissance party,
would remain to reconnoitre Sugar Red beach and report the result.

Roger Assault
(A) The 1st Canadian Brigade would be landed in two flights in Roger

sector. The Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment on Amber beach, and the

Royal Canadian Rifles on Green II beach.
B) Four companies in 16 L.C.As, led by M.L. No. 4, supported by a

)
destr(oyer (A), 1 L.C.G. (L), 83 L.C.S.s (M) were to land at H-hour.
C) The remaining companies and battalion headquarters would land in
91 L.C.As and 2 L.CM.s, led by M.L. No. 5 twenty minutes later and
beach, as ordered by the senior military officer.

Sugar Assault
(A) The 2nd Canadian Brigade would be landed in two flights in Sugar

sector. The Seaforths on Amber beach and Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry on Green beach.

(B) Four companies in 12 L.C.A.s, led by M.L. No. 2, supported by 2
destroyer (B), 2 L.C.G.s (L), 3 L.C.S:s (M) would land at H-hour.

(C) The remaining companies and battalion headquarters would land in
18 L.C.A.s and 1 L.C.M., led by M.L. No. 3, would follow 90 minutes later and
beach as ordered by the senior military officer.

.,
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37. THE ASSAULT CONVOYS—PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTS

The military force in convo :
] y K.M.F. 18 sailed from th
izdogi\?:;rdd}h;mpa Point at 0430, 5th J uly. The sole inceic(i:g(tieo?;lzﬁthdjupe’
a1 of ifs é)chs Sggf c‘)ccunged on 6th July, when, having reached e
While the esco?t'u e1n 36° 46’ N., 1° 24’ E., course was reversed fi Lkl
Whinibrsl S o mg vessels were taking up fresh screening Osit'r a time.
follotiitig the coﬁ%(i)if g;:—téie z;l _p}rlomlsing attack on a U-Boat W}II)iCh ;;rz-’ls’b;(}alg
W b
atta?&{f dlg?gVoy K.MS. 18 onléclthnji{y T o e el U- ool i
, 9th July, convoy K.M.S -18 :

: ) -M.S. 18, which i :
fnlggtd}gnﬁ)% %ZthDJ i e sighted in 34° 40’ N. ?29 zsz;a'ﬂl«e:d f%%rfllrtﬁeTUn}‘de

LA, erw ' X ’ f i RS
join convoy K MF. 186.% ate, required for early unloading, were detached lfs

Loss of three M.T. Ships in Convoy K.M.S. 18B

The only successful attempt b i
y the enemy to inte i
2;)}1:1}%1;01;:()3}%50 :ﬁi’s IiInaLdg b_}: submarines, on };onvoysrfgrlf\ll.‘gl t{ngl ; ilttvgggd—
Rl 1° 25" E. (north-east of Cape Tenez), the Cit of V ol
e ﬁer starboard side by a torpedo. The tlig Resty 4 b
nahd ggnv re and sank during the night. Later at 2145 inv§6s°tzg('ilgy
e expl(;sives wasc;y was attacked again and the St. Essylt laden with trol
- L Ua g orpedoed; she caught fire and sank affer ’several expl s
e S made at 1541, 5th July, in 37° 02’ N.. 3° 59’ £ (Iilosiﬁns'
o torpedoes. A Eer ev%s (Commodore H. T. England) was hi’t by one or gg 'blo ;
A e ik ce drg broke out, causing several explosions of ammlljln '? .
Survivors, including Otrlllee é%&ﬁ?)idl(})’riaswg . andksiink st e minlult%rsl.
i 1 , were picked up by t .
i :(’; i]flottilgéeﬁ S%mmodore England returned to 8’16 zonl\l/?) Ciflvc{fland e
07t Stager. In all three cases there was no war}rlling 0; zstlﬁal:;{d

and all searches by the es
O erscnsful. ¥ cort vessels and destroyers sent out from Algiers

Approach of the Assault Convoys
(Ref. Plans 3, 8)

The f;
340 55/eN’ aﬁo isosfl%lt I(:{Ogvoy (K.M.F.18), after passing through positi
e S (K.O.) was timed to arrive at the release 0siti n(CEF)
HDMLo M I\Iiuses. Before dark on D — 1 it was joined by tlrl)e Ll((ZmI 5
to join at the rele S, and L.C.T.s.  The ancillary craft for clo ireslic)
The sl ¢ release position at H — 140 minutes e M
shootle)r, B and Spee;iy. jomed by the fleet minesweepers Hazard, Sharp-
etailed orders were issued con i

: cerning th
o and ipprting o om 800 D1 F o o,
s of the ships, sweepi : : B st
were to be streamed before ?eachingpltllli l\g(.)ldjaillll((i);fli?relglng o

Follow-up Convoys

Certain personnel and i
e and M.T. ships of convoys K.M.
arili?r:an(?fftt};lee follpw-up convoy for Bark West kzown assf‘i)?c:n‘(‘l)? ”MF i
s Convomauntengmce beacheson D + 3. The remaining ships of the V{)Ollld
et a}I”lsd czgg;g;ggt%sstank ibdri%ade, personnel, stores andpequipr;:nto ‘fzc(;:
w (X3 )
IS S i Commander-in-Choi:f. e known as Force “Y " and would be
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